
wlio %vishced to sec it. Th'lis %vas over thirty ycars ago, and that 1 stili
have the Aquariumî in almnost as good condition as when 17 purclîased
it, is, I think, sufficient evidence that it wvas wcli adapted for its pur'-
pose. It is a coniparatively sniall one, being only fiftcen by fine
inches. 1 think 1 may say it lias donc its full share in the way of
attracting attention to 1, Lifie hcluo the wvatcr." 'l'le first great ditiiculty
I had to contend %vith %vas the miultiplicity of objccts that were broughit
t) mie for it l)y miy cadets.

You wouid be astonislied if I wvere to give you ail the varied sug-
gestions thiat were miade respecting what sliould constitute flhe (loor of
the tank, sonie reconending srnall pebbles, otiiers, gravel or sand,
tilt finally a compromise wvas effccted to the satisfaction of ail, by giving
each of the proposed miaterials its own place. Experience afterwards
showed that a littie clean rivcr sand is the safcst ground 'vork for aIl
purposes. I'hen there wvas the natural inquisitiveness of boyhood to.
combat. Whilst the novelty 'vas at its hieight, the ininates ivere suhjected
to ail sorts of ordeals, such as poking up with a stick, to see if they
were livelv; and a continuai desire wvas evinced to handle them. Over-
feeding was one of the miost trying evils to contend against, for the
superfluity of hread and meat supplied, in aIl good intent, for the use of
the inmates, hiad a tendency to sour and discolor the wvatcr, and to creates
when overdoses were adniinistered, a fermentation by no means conducive
to v'itaIity. However, for the sake of encouraging research and crcating
amongst the cadets an interest in my Aquarium, I would naturally put
up with aIl these little inconvený'nces, remnoving as soon as possible
when left to rnyself, ail extraneous matters fromi the water, and hy
frequent use. of the sip)hon 'vithdIrawving the disturbed contents to be
replaced ivith frcsh, healthy. sp)rifg water, In a very little Lime the
Aquarium ceased to be a %vonder and becamne an objcct of interest, and
50 my point was gained.

I well rememnber its first int-ate, wvhich was the larva of a Dragon-fly,
the various stages of whose subaqueous life were of continuai interest,
and great wvas the astonishment orne day, wvhen onîy an empty case was
found attached to the stallc of the wvater weeds, its inmate having taken
to itself lvings and disappeared. 'l'lie locality afforded a splendid field
for collecting, as the Croton River emptied into the Hudson within a


