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plants of the Yellow Ladv's Slipper; 1 was groping about in
this wood and had knelt down to examine some vines of the
beautiful littie 'l win-flower (LiknS~a borealis) when 1 spied some
small spikes of a st range fern; they were not more ilhan 3 or 4
inches high and were evidentlv a Roirychlin. 1 sent some
specimens to the late Dr. Fletcher, of Ottawa. who thouglit they
were B. mairicariac, but he said he had never found the Matricary
Grape Fern (now called B. ramosurn), and mv plant might prove
a varietv of B. çitnPlc.v. This was mv own feeling at t'le time
and1I was confirmed in it the following season wben 1 found
B. ,;zalricariac (rinos<rn) growing plen4ifully in the Algonquin
Park.

1 have visited the colonv everv season since and bave ob-
served the plants closcly. They show,ý above t he ground earlv in
J une; probably soon after the tioor of the wood ceases to be inun-
dated and the saturation of the vegetable mould 15 relieved by
evaporation. Weil-grown plants attain a height of from 7 to 9
inches (par.ly under ground) by the middle of Julv, at which
time the spores are shed. bv the end of Julv. or carlv in August,
the plant becomes flaccid and wilts to the ground. Specimens
gathered in ihe m.iddle of june are about 4 inches long. the sterile
(rond longer than i hie fruit ing. but in the mature plant these
relations are reverseci. the fertile frond coni%5D-. blv exceeding
the barren. the appearance and shape of this latter are remark-
ablv consant-lt <levelops from about the middle of the main
stem. occasionallv lower. stomnciimes a good deal higher; it is
always long-st alked and ends in a leaf blade of fr-9m 2 to 4 pairs
of obuvaie cr cuneate. sonlQtimes nearly lunate. sessile lob>es;
these lobes are nearly opposite. and bevond them a single lobeS.
bjol<llv notched. forms the apex of the frond. The plant is verv
fleslhv and pale-green. more flesbv and pale than B. riainosien.ôwhich in turn is flot so foliaceous or <lark-green as B. 1Iiiiz-ola:unip.

In presse<I specimiens tlie 1bud at flhe base is rarelv, if ever,Sowving, t<) the stem above the root being wrapped in the
diy brogvn sheatlhs (J previous vears: in B. rapnosurn the next
vear's I m is aliTist always conspicuous as a dark-green projec-
tion in the pressed specimen. In the lobes of the leaf thiere oceurs
no mînd-vein. iust a fan-like spreading of the free, forking veins
f rom theiir wide indeterminate base in the rhachis; in B. ramosumz
there loes seei lo be a mid-vein (doubtless lost ir ramifving)
-w-hich go-vcrn-ý the growth of the secondarv veins through the
lobes and sut 'divisicns of the leaf: these in IB. ramosumn con-
sequentlv tendl to termînate in a point. blunter indeed than those
of B. lanccc'Iairim. but distirnt f romn P. sirnph'xv. which would seer
t<j 1'e a miniature and close kinsm'an of the famous Moonwort
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