
RAPFJ CAKE FOR PbEE'DING. 1

In the fartas of' six acres, WC fotind no plow, horse
r cart; the ouly agrieuîtural iniplenient, besides the

~pa.de, fork îînd wheel barrow, whichi wc ohserved,
vas a light %vooden haîrrow, which înight he draiged
)Y haud. 'l'lie fariner 11.1(1 îio assistance, 1Vsides tint
>f his wifè and ebjîdren, excepling sonwe;in bar-
-est, wvheil WC foillnd he oecitsîotnallv biiined the aid
f a niei-,hblor, or hired a laborer ai a franc per dav.
t'he wvhole or th fli Ia is dug içitt t he spade, .a1mi
trcnched very dep; but as the soil is ligr ît, the iabor
cf digging is flot great. 'l'lie stock on the simil
farms whichi ie exainied, cotnsi-4cd or a couple of'
cows, a caif' or twvo, one or two pigs, sonmetinicA a
goat or twvo aild some poultry. Tite cows are alto-
gether stall-rcd, on straW, tnirnips:, Clover, ryc, vetichts.
carrots, potatocs, and a kind of soup mhade by boing
up pot.atoes, pes, beans, bran, cut hay, &c., inito Mie
mess, and whichi beiing given warmn is sai(] to ))c veî'y
wholesome, and to proinote the secretion or aiikl.
In some districts, the grainis of the brewveries and
distilleries are used for Ille catie, and the faihuire of
the Jielgian distilleries lins been reckoned a calainity
to the agriculture or the couintry, on accouint of the
loss of the stipply or mniaure which ivas produced by
the cattie fed in the staîls of these eitabhslunents.«

Th<. siiccess or thc Belgian farmer depends niaitly
upon the number of' cattle which he cati naintain by

teproduuce of his land, the gencral lighiess of the
sol .-enderiiig the constant application of inanure
absolutely inccess:ary to the production of a crop.
ite attention of' the cultivautor is alWays thereforle

esl)cciallv directed to obtaiti a supply of minire.
Soune snîail fatrniers w'ith titis vieîv, ngrc with the
sheep dealer to tind stail rooru and straw for bis
sheep, to attetnd to t hem., and to ftirniblh fodder at the
market l)rice, on condition of vctaiing the dung.
Tite sinall farier collects in blis stable. in a tank litied
wvith brick, Ilie dut- and urine of bis cattie. li e
buys sullicietît lime to niingle wiLli the scoirinig of'
his ditchecs, aîud wih decaîyed leaves, potato tops;

-c., which lie is careful to collect, iii orcler to cnrich
bis compost, wvhieh is dug- over two or thrce times
mn thue course of the winter. No portion of the
groutid is allowed to lie fallow, l)it it s (livided inito
bus or seven sinaîl plots, on cach of whichi a svsteilî
of rotation is adopted ; and tliiu, with t ait] of
manure, the powers of the soil are miîtainled unlex-
hausted, in a state of Constant activit.y.

The order of succession in the crop:; is varions;
but we observed on Ille sixc acre farns which we vis-
ited, plots approprinted to potatoes, wheat, barley,
clover, (whichi had been sotvi with the preceding
year's barley), flas, ive, carroL, turnips, or pa«rsnips,
vetches, and rye, for iiînmiediate lise as green food l'or
the cattie. The fiax grown is heckled andI spun by
the fa.riners ivife,ý chit-tly during the wititer, and we
are told tluat thrce week-s' labor at Ille lonii towards
the spring, cnabled them t wcavc into cloth ail the
thread thus prepared. Tite e avcsare generally a
distinct class from the sniall fariners, thoughi the la-
borers chiefly supported hy the looin comnonly oc-
cupy about ani acre of land, soumetiiame more, their
labor upon the lanmd aiternating with tlieir work at
the loom. Iu soflI district.s, we were iaformed, evcry
e'adation in the extetu. of occuîîancv, froîm a quarter
or hait' an acre, to the six acre fatis to be fouind ;

and in sucIî cases more îvork i5 dlone ini the ioomi hy
the stuialîci' occupiers.

'l'ie ilor of the field, the management of flie vat-
tic, Ille preparation of miiure, the regnlutioni of ii
crops. and Ille carrying al portion of' tlle produce to
iiîark-et, cail l'or Ille constant excecise of id~ v
skiil alîd 1 Ores:iglt ailloli.( tîte Belgianl peaisaittt Iti--
uîîers ; and to these qualities thley aîdd econiolny. ý0.-

aretnda a cotîtented spitrit, wii fitîds is citief
grattifiatiou benecatli the doin-"tic rmol; Iroin %viieh
the fathler of the famiiy rarely wanders iii scarcît of
excitemintt aîlproad. It wua most gratifying to oh-
serve the comnfort displayed in tite ivhole eeonomv of'
the hocusclîolds of' tiiese snîail cultivators, aud the re-
speetahility ii w'hicli tbey lived. As faîr as 1 eoidd
learn, tiere is uîo teiffcucy to the subdivision of' thc
small lioldin"s ichard of none under five acres,
lield by the clamas of peasant farmers, and six, Sevenl,
or eight acres, is the more common size. 'l'le provi-
denti habits of these sinall farmers, enable them to
ifiaiaitain a high standard of comfort, and they are
tluerefore nleeessarily opposed to, suclu subdivision.
Their iarriages are not contraeted so early as in Ire-
land, and the consequetît strugggle for subsisteuce
amiong their offispring does îlot exist. 'l'le proprio-
tors of the soil retain the free and uinrestrictcd diispo-
saI of tîjeir property, whethcr divided into sinaller or

nage odigs; but we werc assured, that an indus-
trions tenant was rarely, if ever, disposcssed. The
comimon rent of latiJ is about 20s. sterling, an acre,
and the usuial rate of wages for a day 1laboror is a
franc (or 10d.) a day.-M. S. iii Ulster Gazette.

RAPE CAKE FOR FEEDING.
PliahiArs no ngricultural subJect bas excitcd more

attentiotn and discussion than the qualities and value
of materials for food. BoussiNuÀviLT aad oCher cele-
braîted wri ters have publishied tables or tue tlheoretical
valnes of different materials derived soiely from their
proportioni of nitrogen, giving the liighest value to
suicli as contain the greatcst per centage of titis cie-
ment. Consideration will, hîowever, teach that highly
nitrogenous food lias a g-reater value for special or
particular than for general 1)urposes. If you examîine
the composition of adlk, taketi as dry inaterial, it lias
the highest proportion, ncarly 40 per cent. of nitro-
getions compounds; yct as food for building up the
fi-ainles of young animal, iieither e\perience nor
science bias been able to devise any substitute of
equal ctlicacy. 1 hiave shown, too, that food rich in
albumen lia" a special vaîlue for the production of
milk; it i' likewise a special value in making good
the defi(* icy of nmaterials of food whichi do flot con
tain a 4ue proportion. We find that' Swede tuTipiF
wh' î contain about 16 per c,.tîL of albumen in theit
(i, niaterial futtea thlfatoiy lat the rich pas
aire grwsss, which ]lave a very sinuilar proportion
have the like cfFect. We flnd tlîat meado'v bay, with
its 6 or 8 pier cent., maintains, huit docs flot fatten,
while on stravr, withlà per cent. of aibuminous mat-.
ter, cattle exist for a time but (Io umot thrive. The
deficieticy in tluese cli bc supplied only by raaterials
ricu itu albumnen. In additin to my cattie, I main-
tin about --) lani' in- ewcs, whichi 1 purchase in

October, and ais- -' curlings. To tic former, whichi


