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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE WOLR,

.

Y

This animal is something larger than the
Bnglish breed of mastiffs, being in length,
from the tip of his nose to the iisertion of
his tail, about three feet seven inches long,
and about two feet five inches high. He
' 4ppears, in every respect, stronger thn.n the
doz; and the length of his haw contributes
still more to his robust appearancs, The
calor of his eye-balls js o(!a fiery greem,
swhichygiveshis visage a fierce and formidable
air, , Externally and internally the wolf so
much resembles the dog, that naturalists
formerly considered them to be the same
.animgl, - Bul, singular as it may appear,
there exists between them the most perfect
aed uncompromising antipathy.

Tue wolr 1s one of those animals whose
appecits for asmal food is the most vehe-
ment, und whase weuns of satisfying this
‘gppetite ure the most various. Nature has
furnished him withstrength, cunning, agility,
snd all thuse requisites which fit an animal
for pursuing, overtaking, and conquering
its prey ; and yet, with all these, it most
fmiuemly dies of hunger, for it is the
declarod enemy of man. He is naturally
dull and cowardly ; but bemng frenuently
disappointed, and as often reduced. ta the
Yerge of Tutming, Tie begomes ingentous from
wanl, aud :ouragevus from necessity. When
pussued with hunger, he braves danger, and
tomes to attack those animals which are
under the pratectton of man; particularly
uch as he canreadily carry away. ¥hen
«his excursion has succeetded, he often re-
\tums to the charge, until, having been
wounded, or hard pr.ssed by the dogsor
the shepherds, be hides himself by dayin

ot night. He thep sallies forth over tre
teountry, keeps p&r'i‘ng rouna the villages,
t¢atries off such ammals as are not under
Lprutection, attacks the sheep-folds, seratches
lup and wudernnnes the thresholds of doers
where they are housed, enters furiously, and
destroys all before he begins to fix upon
and carry off bis prey. When these sallies
{do not succeed, be returns to the thickest
tpart of the fuiest, content to pursue those
‘smaller animals winch, even when taken,
wfford him but a scanty supply. He there
goes regularly to work, follows by thescent,
apens. to the view, sfill keeps following,
bopeless himself of overtaking the prey,
but expecting thut some other wolf will
{ome in ta his assistance, aud s contentto
share the spoil.  Atlast, when his necessi-
{les are very urgent,. he boldly faces certain
destruction ; he attacks women and chil-
dren, and. sometimes. ventues even to fall

the thickest coverts, aud only ventures out -

upon men, becomes furious by his continual
agitations, and ends his lite in madness,

The scripture account of, this animal
corresponds precisely with the description
turnished by uwaturahsts.  His ignoble and
rapacious disposition is alluded to  the
patriarch’s character of the tnbe ot Ben-
Jawin: ¢ Benjamin is a ravening wolf : 1
the morning he shall devour the prey, and
in the evening he shall divule the spoil.’
Genesis xhix. 27, The whole ustory et the
tribe shows th - propriety of this upplication,
Possessing some courage, aud wueh ferocity,
they were often embroiled 1w quarrels and
petty warfare with the neighboring tnbes;
and  feelings of desperation, under cir-
cumstances which their own conduct had
created, sometimes impelled them to at-
tompt and ‘eflect feats of extraordinary
valor. See Judges xx.+20,

‘The iniquitous and rapacious eonduct of
the rulers of lsrael, in the times of Lzekiel
and Zephuniah, 18 most expressively de-
seribed by a reference to this anmmal, ¢ Her
princesin the widst thereof,’ saysthe former
prophet, ¢ are like wolves ravening the prey,
to shed blood, and to destroy the souls, to
get hishonest gain,’ ch. xxii. 27. The
laiter prophet adds another circumstance,
which materially illustrates the character
of the wolf: < Her princes within her are
ropring Lions, her pudges are evenng wwolves;
they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.’
ch, m. 3. That 13, <Instead of protecting
the innocent, and restraming the wvil doer,
or punishing him according to the demerit
of his crimes, they delight in violence and
oppression, in blood and rapine; and sp
insatiable is their cupidity, that, like *he
evening wolf, they destroy more than thny
are able to possess : ¢ they gnaw not the
boues till the morrow 3 or, so much do the:
delight in carnage, that they reserve the
boues till next day, for n sweet repast.’

To its nocturnal wandenags and attacks,
when 1t is more than ordinandy fierce and
sanguinary, Jeremiah alludes,in nsthreaten-
ings against the uugodly members of the
Jewish Church : ¢ Wherefore a wo.f of the
evenings shall spoil them,’ (ch. v. @); as
does also Mabbakuk, in his terrible des-
scription of the Chaldean invasion: « Their
horses also are swifter than the leoparis,
and are more fierce than the eveung
wolves,” ch. 1. 8.

The morose and unsociable: traits in the
character of the wolf, will help ustoform
some couception ofthe mighty change which
the doctrines of thegospel must effect in the
charagter and disposttions of men, to justify
 the figurative and beautiful language of the
evangelical prophet : ¢ The wolf also shall
dwell with the lamb,’ (Isa. xi. 6); andan
'attachment will be formed between them,
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for« they shull eat together,” ch. Ixv, 2&
Sce also Mats. x. 16; Luke x. 3; John
%, 12.

krom what Dhas been said, the reader may
form an opinion of the character of these
talse teachers, whose object was to ¢ make
a guin of godlines,’ in the primitive chureh,
und whom the blessed Redecmer, as well as
inspiredupostles, designates wolves. ¢ Bo-
ware of false prophets, whict come to you
insheep’s clot‘ning. but lnwardly ereravening
wolves,” Matt, vii. 156. ‘I know,’ says
Paul to theelders of the Ephesian church,
* I know that after my departuve shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock,” Acts xx.29

THE JUNGLE. .
INDIAN STORY.

ANV

Europeans who reside in India, live ina
very splendid manner, and when they take
long journeys, their encampmenta. form. a
striking scene.  As the towns are farapait,
and there ave no inns, travellers are to
depend on the hospitality of their country-
wen, and where these are not to be fouugi,
tipon their own resources, Travellers in
India are obliged to provide themselves
with all the comforts of their homes ; anid’
th e in a higher rank, traverse immense '
tracts of counteys, attended, like the patri-
archs of old by immense trains of servants,
beasts of burden, and huusehold moveghles,

The domestic in India, unlike those &f
England, can scarcely ever be put out of
their way ; each mau has hiso n peculiar
office to perform, and thinke of nothing else,
so that superb accommodations and repasts
may be found in the midst of tangled wil-
deruesses, where apparently.the foot of
man has -never trod before. ltis no up-
common circumstance for a party of friends
to betake themselves to the woods, some in
putsuit of navelty, and athers attracted
by the loye of sport. It was in the cold
season that a few of the civil aad military
officers belonging to the station of—,
agreed to make a shooting excursion iu the
vicmity of Agzra; and gave occasion toan
animated scene. A convenient spof huid
been selected for the tents, benesth tae
spreading brauches of 2 huge bamian ;
peacocks glittered in the syn upon the lower
boughs, and troops of rionkeys grinved and
chattered abhove. Thehorses were fastened
under the, surrounding trees, and. there
fanued off the insccts with their long flowing
tails, and pawed the ground with their
graceful feet; farther off stcod a stately
elephant, watching the progress of his
aevening repast preparing by his driver, and
taking under, his especial. protection the
petsof his master, o small dog, a handsome




