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the xtiry in our pas-age is the God-given pieture of
how it tares with a sinuer who custs himself on
Je-us
I' ¢ law gave the leper vo right to approach the
Holy Ouve.  His uppro.eh and his petition were a
venture of fuith, Oue moment he kuelt there an
outeust, helpless, and, as fur as human caleulation
could go, hopeess.  The next moment he was a
cleansed man, whose 1i:ht and duty it wus to go
and pay s tribute of thunksgiving, and to take Lis
pluce i the community  reinstailed in all the priv-
ileges he hud lost, as it seemed, forever. For cou-
tempt hie now bud honor, for repulsion weleoiie,
for misery und desolution bealth und home, And
whaut effeeted this nurvelous change?  Oue toueh,
one word of Jesus,  Ivwkes no longer now than it
did then for Jesus to lay his hand on the sin-bound
and guiit-luden, and say, I will, be thou eleun.”

The Lesson Council,

Question 8. Wiy was Christ unwilling to have his
miracles mentioned ¢

e wished to avoid the appearunce of ostentation and
displuy, and the inconvenient throng of wonder-seekers
that euch notoriery would be sure to bring about him,
Impeding his movements and preventing the carrying
out of his plans (ver. 45). In gome instunces he not
only permitted but communded the person healed to
tell what the Lord had done for him, but the eircam-
slunece were not always favorable to this, nor were all
who had been healed fit persons to represent the Healer
and his work to the public.—Rev. H. . Jackson.

It was daring hisearly ministry that Christ charged
those whom he henled not to tell of it. The reason ix
made quite ohvious by this fact: At that time his char-
acter and miskion were not understood; consequently
hix wonderfal works excited the inflammalble visions of
the people to make him king and break the Roman
yoke. Christ had to guard against being involved in
their seditious purposes; at a later date the dunger
would wot be so great becan<e he had so signally
thwarted their hopes. ~Rev. D. C. Knowles, D.D.

Very wu'-!_v he saw that the mental state of wonder
whieh his loving wo'k brought about led the popalar
mind away from a readiness to perceive spivitual trath,
as very fine rhetorie will fometimes &0 attract the at-
tention that the thoughts of a sermon ure not erasped
by an andience,  Te wanted 1o reach the soal, and not
the bnly.  And <o, though he coall not refrain from
belping the body. he end wed to prevent the distrae-
tion wiich too nmeh talk about his work for the hody
wonld e Later, when his seed was gown, he was
Bot wnwilling to have his miracles mentioned.—Rev.
WFilliam Ingraham MHaven.

Jesus did not wish to ba xouzht of men for the sake
of the wanders lie performied and the cares he wrought,
His mission waa to their hearts, Their reverence for
his marvelons works might arise simply from their
saperstitions. The many who would throng ahout him
would prove a serions hinderance to the teaching of the

.lmlh —Rev. Olin B. Coit,

6. 1Whaut wras the gffeving for a leper, and of what was
i atestimony ?

“Fare fully d

consisted of two birds or two igizvs offered with elub-
orate and somewbat compiicated ceremonials, which
cribed in Lev. 14, La this case the offer-
flug and the ouicial examination of the healed leper
would be a Legtimony or proof to the priests of the
RKenuineness of cure, anl of the divine character of
the healer.—Rev. . 6. Jackson.

The offering 1o the priest consisted of two he-lambs
without blemish, one ewe-lamb a year old, three tenthg
ephab of fine flour, mixed with oil, and a log of ofl,
He was to give this to the priest as a testimouy that
Christ the healer was not an enemy of the law of
Moses, inasmuch as he requived bim to obey its direc-
tions.— Rev. . C. Knoules, D.D.

“Two living, elean birds, and cedar wood, and sear-
let und hyssop.” Lev. 14.4. *Two he-lambs without
blemish, and one ewe-lamb of the Orst year with-
out blemish, three tenth purta of an ephiah of fne
flour for a meal-offering mingied with oil, and one log
of 0il." Lev. 14. 10, If the leger is poor the latter of-
fering may be * one he-lamb for a gulit olfering Lo be
waved,. ...and one-tenth part of an ephah of fine flour
mingled with oil for a meal-offering. and a log of oil 3
and two turtie-doves, or two young pigeons, such as he
is able to get.” Lev, 14 21,22, It was a testimony of
the offering of Christ by which our soul-leprosy is re-
moved if **by faith we lay our hand on that dear head
of his."—Rer, William Ingrcham Haven.

The offering for one cleansed of leprosy is minutely
described in Lev. 14, 2-58, In this instance the offer-'
ing was to be a testimony to the priests and people of
the concession that Jesus ever made in all essentials to
the ceremonial law. The coinmand illustrates the del-
icate thoughtfulness of Jesus for the man in that his
future position should be assured in the congregaticn.
—ltev. Olin B. Coit.

Cambridee Notes.

Mark 1. 35-45 (vers. 35.39=Mutt, 4, 23-95; Luke 4.12-4;
vers, 40-45=Matt. 8, 2-4; Luke 5. 12-16).

The two sections of this narrative are separated by
the event of Luke 5. 1-11, and also by preaching in
Judea, which ix only evidenced in the Synoptist gos.
pels by the true reading of Luke 4. 44 (R. V., marg.),
though perhaps suggested by Matt, 4, 25, The Juldean
ministry is of course the special subject of Joln's gos-
pel. With regard to leprosy, it is important to remem-
ber the true meaning of the Leviticul ordinances, The
disense was not transmitted by mere ensual contuct
with a sufferer, und the terrible regulations of Lev, 8
had a spiritual purpose mainly, for leprosy was the liv-
ing presentution of its loathsome antitype sin. Two
features made the parable tervibly vivid, No medieal
#kill has ever conquered leprosy, and only divine merey
produced the rare recoveries recogniged in the Juw,
And onee doomed, the leper had to endure a living
denth perhups for yeurs before his velense came, Luke
notes that this leper was in the final stuge, * full of lep-
rosy," when the sufferer was no longer compelled to
keepaway from men, probably beeanse his condition was
too ohvious to allow any risk of others uecidentaily in-
curring defilement. Vg, Luke says, * when it wae
duyi™ Mark noting the yet enrlier hour when he
jtuted. The country was densely populated, but un.

Leprosy was a type of sin, The offering for a leper

der cover of darkness he conld find golitude among the
hills not fur off. VEen. 56, Simon, alrendy foremost,

was consequently not unlike the usual sin-offering. It | The veib (literally, “hunted down™) is thoroughiy
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