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Permanent Snow Drifis.

Sailing in a north-westerly dircction, nenr
the Atlantio coast of tho northern pm-t,olZ Now-
foundland, and thence on to the Labrador, the
permanent patches of snow which accasionally
show themselves in the mountains, inorease in
numbor and dimenasions, until on arriviog in
the laiitude of the Mealy Mountain (54° N.)
they form o constaut aud marked featurs in
the aspect of tho country. e

Thoso snow patoiies are drifts of great ox-
tent, ocoupying ravines or valleys in the moun-
tain sides, and they vary from a few square
yards te many hundred acres in extent, gonar
ally inororsing in aren with tho altitude. The
mountain ranges on the Labrador, between
Sandwich Bay and Ukkasiksalik, stretch from
from norzh-east by east to south-west by wost
The Mealy Mountains, as seen on the coast
near Sandwich Bay, do not excoed 1500 feot in
altitude according to the admirality chaits,
but on the’ south shore of Lako Melville they
attain an estimated elevation of between 4000
and 5000 fest, and are very imposing in their
peaked and serrated outline.

On the northera sido of Hamilton Inlet aud
Lako Molville are the Kokkok range, the Fox
Mountaing, and the China range, which, with
some detached peaks, give to the wholecf that
part of tho country a rugged and elevated
character. The Kokkok mountains, as seen
from Take Melville, weo thought to be fully as
high as the Mealy Mountaine, and the Salt-
wator Lake Range, or Toush-ia lik Mountains,
which lie north of the Fox Range, may next
approach them in altitude. On all of these
separate ranges permanent snow patches exist,
These masues, which in some particulars have
a glacial charactor, diminish in oharacter
during the summer until the first snow storms
in September, but they alvways form a marked
feature in the scenery, and according to the
Esquimo and residents on the coast are per
manent; some years appearing larger in
Angust than during other scasons, but always
there. In & stretch of a hundred miles oue sees
pethaps the samo number of psrmanent snow
patches until Cape Mokkovik or Aillik is past,
when they become more frequent, and 1each
much lower down the hill sldes, in fact,
actually descend to the shors on the range
which terminates at Cape Hurricane(lat.559 50).

The spow drifts on the coast line, some of
them covering many hundred acres in ares,
maintain themselves without much apparent
diminution ia size duriog August and part ot
Sepiember, oven when their baso is but a few
feot above the sea level. Farther in the interior
the bases appear to riso in rertical altitude
nbove the sea with the inorease of temperature,
and probably they may disappear altogether
farther inland, below an slevat'on which 1s stul
very considerably lower than the snow line,
espesially if the country should be wooded, or
n3 surface features exist which would permit
of the grewtb of drifts.

The coast climate, deriving its severity and
humidity from the Labrador current, reduces
the mean temperaturo to such an extent as
to permit snow drifts of certain dimensions
to remain throughout tho year in exposed
parts facing the south ezst or esst, which is
generally the lea sidoe on the Labrador. There
is thus a zone existing for hundreds of miles
on this coast, thoroughout which permanent
snow drifts in valleys and ravines provail toa
large extent, and the aggregate area they oc
cupy in August gradually increases as we pro-
gress towards the north weat.

The breadth of this zone varies with the
mouantainous character of the country, and is
especially dependent upon forest growth.
Where there s~e unbroken forasts, hcwover
stunted, there u¢ no permancnt drifts. Hence
conflagations destroying forests tend to foster
the growth of snow drifta and their disinte-

grating and polishing work,

Facts worth Hnowing.

—1When tho barometor falls suddonly in the
weatorn part of Now England, it rises at the
same time in tho valloy of the Mississippi, and
also at St. John, Nowfoundland.

—In great storms tho wind for soveral
hundred miles on both sides of the line of
minimum pressure, blows toward that lino
direotly or obliquely.

—The force of the wind ig in 'proportion to
the suddonness and groatness of the depres.
sion of the barometer.

-In all great and sudden depressions of the
barometer, there is wuch rain and snow ; and
in all sudden great rains or snows there isa
great depression of the barometer near the
gentre of tho storm, and rise beyond its bor

ors,

—Many storms aro of great and unkunown
length from north to south, reaching beyond
our observers 1n the Gult ot Mexico and 1n the
northern lakes, while their east and west dia-
meter is comparatively small. The storms,
therefore, moveoside foromost.

—Most storms commence in the *farwest,”
beyond our most western observers, but a few
commence in the Umted States.

—When a storm commences in the (nited
States the line of minimum pressure does not
come from tho “far west,y’ but commences
with the storm, and travels with it eastward.

—There is generally alull of wind at the line
of minimum pressure, and sometimes a calm.

~There is generally bus Jittle wind near tho
line of maximum pressure, and on each side of
that line the winds are irregular, but tend out-
ward from that line.

—The fluctuations of the barometer are
generally greater 1 the northern than i the
southern parts of the United States.

—In the southern parts of the United Stateg
the wind generally sets in from the south of
east, and terminates from the south of west.

—1f thero were no wind, weather would be
immovable. It would rireup and disappesr
onthe same spgt, acording t¢ 'seal causes.
There would be no sort of relstionship or
sympatby botween tno weathers of d.fferent
districts. If there were no winl the modern
science of moteorology wouldhave noexistence;
for if nothing carried storms and rain in are
cognized direction, and with a recognized
speed, we could not be told by telegraph what
will probably be the naturas of the weather
round our coasts to-morrow.

— Without wind, westher would often be
sulk;, gloomy, disagr. eable,but it would never
be ferocious. Hurricanes, oycloncs, tornadoes,
and typhones, are, virtually, mere wind, and
yet they inconteztably present the most out
rageous forras which “weather can assume.
Without wind sll the 3ther elements of weather
would be peassivo; in themeelves alone they
constitute mere local agencies , it isonly when
their inherent power is multplied by thespeed
which wind bestows upon thein that they
scquire destructive force. It Is the wiud which
onables the tnow to drift and deepen, therain
to travel over whole countries and to inundate
them all; the hail to beat down the crops of
entire districts ; the fog to march nlong from
sea to land, lfz “life is movement,"” it is evi
dently wind which bestows life in weather.—
Serap Book,

—~For the daily, censtant work of wind we
have no gratitude; if, indeed, we think of it
at all, it is rather to cry outagainst its violence
than to thank it for its services, they pass,
unperceived, before our negligent eyes. Here,
however, wo are forced to recognize and pro-
claim them, for, without wird, all the other
elements of weather that we have been talking
about would be as motionless and as torpid as
a mushroom in & hollow tree,

A MMound Across thoe Steait of
Belleisle,
ITS EFFROT ON THE CLIMATE OF CANADA.

When the Nova Scotin Railwav Syndicate
purpo<e building the Enstern Extension to
Touisburg or Cagie North, to conneot by stoam-
or with Cape Ray, and thence by rail to St.
John's, Newfoundland, in order to sharten the
ocean distance botween Newfoundland and
Great Britain from two to four days, they do
themselves tho honor to entortain a good, fen.
sible and profitable undertaking. By cheosing
the Lonisburg Terminus, the company will be
rowarded with the best harbor in the world,
and avariety of gooqd, prolitatle mining acres on
tho path of the line, with abundance of coul;
by choosing Unpe North as a terminus, the line
will ship on board its supply of coal in Broad
Cove, and by tunnelling their wav through the
angles of the Cape MNorth mountain plateau
range flankivg on tho waters of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, acrogs the lowlands of Cape 5t. Law-
rence, and ourving round to Young's Cove,
Aspy Bay, in Cape North, they will find a good,
practical harbor by some engineoring skill
being first supplied, and they will kill two
birds by one shot in the bosom of the rocky
way made thither, viz:—a roadway defended
from enows and torrents, and abundance of
remunerative mines ; such as gold, silver, cop-
per, iron, mangenese, mica and other minerals
not positively discovered yet. This whole rock
region: 18 possessed of commeraial 1mportance.
Here is gypsum ior the world! Asbeatos, tao,
and gems| Good farmlands, too! There will
always be found people to ask how 18 thig rail-
way to_pay. or what 13 thare for 1t to carry.
Woell, the railway will pay itself withont our as-
sistance. 1t would pay the Broad Cava Cosl
Co. to build that part of the road from the
Strait of Canso and hand it over a free gift
to the Syndicate for tho use of the Svndicate's
Jine from Canso to Capo North and the Syndi-
cate’s customin coal. Tourists will immensely
patronizo this lineand its mineral springs. In
fact both hnes to Louisburg and Cape North
should be sizultaneously built for the benefit
of the Syndiocate ; and 1t would bo their wisdom
to have that stipulation made in their angage-
ment with the Government.

Although for the present time this is the
most praoticable idea, yat the time is perhaps
at the threshold when the Svndicata will con-
cewe the Hero' lean 1dea to connect Nawfoun--
land with the Domunion by the kes! possibla
means, Viz., that of building a mound aoroas
the Strait of Belleitle, and connecting St John’s
with Winnmipeg by building as near as possibla
ujon a certain hino of latitude trusting to the
mineral fortunes of the way; or by way of
Quebec, Montreal,Ottawa orother leading oities.

_ By Glling up the Strait of Belleaisle the clima-
tic effect produced would bs great, and would
oxtend a * florn of Plonty " generally and all
around to the Lower Provinces and to the
neighboring States. The mcrease of revenus
to all the provinces concernad, for three years,
when fairly responding to the benefice of the
charge brought about, would nav for the expen-
diture of the rampart across Belleisle.

For such a climate as wa have, we would
have a climate approsching that of France or
Holland. The Gulf of St. Lawrence wonld be
an inland sea about a= warm s the Bay of
Biscay. We may imagine what a change would
supervene in the suitableness and fertility of
these countries for all cereal grmins, and also
the abundance and variety of their fruitage.—
and the maoufactures, industries, and com
merce generally, and wealth und refinement
that would spriog up therewith; and the
desirableness and enjoyment of Life in such
bealthy countries, such as gold cannot buy!
Only bar the gate on the Lethal frigid-breathad
dogs of the Articice and icehsrg!— Rrv. D,
Southerland, of Gaba: usyin Halifux Evening Maa..



