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ta establishi certain lcgal atid moral obligations framn
the liusbafld ta the wife, chieily support, protection,
lave and ca-habitation. In India the ablest Clhris-
tian jurists have maintaîned the validity of such
marriages, and tht refusai ta aclcnotlcdge it
tvould be felt ta bc such a judicial autrage, that
it might easily issue ini evils far worse thanu poly-
gamy, with suclh a sanguinary revoIt of an outraged

'peape as would cause men ta forget the fearful
Baso 8~"fecause this, orsome such, result

would followv fram denying the validity of such
maýrriages, the ansver ta the practic-.1 question
whicli a polygamist convert in India bas ta face,
na:tlly, " Is hc by the mere fact af his conversion
ta Christianity absalved freim a contract of tmar-
riaige, which, by guneral consent, has been binding
tapon hina Up ta that date ?" must bc, "No, he is nlot

jabsolved fromn it" Il then one is satisfied that a
mail in such a relation may be a truc Christian,
%lîicla is admitted by those oppased ta their bap-
tism, by ivhat riglit can he cansistently be refused
baptisai 1?

l'lie next paint referred ta by Dr. Kellagg is
the principle aclmitted in the New Testament as
well as the OId, that " when duty is uncertaini, and
espc'cially %vlaen the moral evils resuîting framn the
imnediate and unconditional abolition of a wrong,
iili prabably be greater than thase attending its
terrprary toleration, it may bc dut>' in the final
*n:erest af the highest righteausness ta tolerate the
ivrang for a titme." The taleration af slavery and
the conduct af Paul with regard ta it are referred
tna-;s cases in point, and justify the application af
the principlýý nowv ta palygamist canverts.

The practical question arises. which marriage
shaîl alerte bu corisidered valid ? The prompt and
ready answer will be, only the first. But evera this
isîtot sa clear ta tiiose wvho are face ta face with
the facts, for the element ai consent wvas wanting in
this marriage froin ils having beun contracted in
infancy or childhoad. But it may bu answered
that the Scripture tnowhere even hints that the
conqent of the parties is necessary ta the validity af
marriage, and if the Church insists on recogniiz*is;g
only this first narriage, it then lends its moral sup-
port ta the atrociaus system aof child marriage.
Again, the aeason for a second marriage ini the
great majority of cases amang the H-indus is faund
in the chiîdlessness of the first, sa that, casting off
al %vives but the first tvould invalve casting off also
the chiîdren, and se inflicting the gruatest passible
amount of injustice and wrong upon the innocent,
and expasing besides the cast off svaman ta the
slrangest tecnptatian ta live an immoral life. "f
sa3's Dr. Kelogg"1 there is a Jaw against polygamy,
is there nat alsr, a law against these things even
more explicit and indubitable ?"

If it be praposed as a solution, " Let the con-
vert support the wife put away,'" this sill not muet
the case, for accarding ta British law in India, "a
1-indu wife or wives can dlaim fll restitution af a/I
marital ights (including cohiabitatidn, domicile andi
support) fromn the husband wha bas bucome a con-
veit ta Ohristianity." Thun again how is a Otaris-
tiant parent, if hc puts away his chlidren, ta dis-
charge anc of his first duties ta them, ta bring them
up in the nurturu and admonition af the Lord ? If
admission ta the Church be denied ao a polygannaus
convert for the goad af the Church, lest his pre-
sence should cause onu of Christ's little anus ta
stumble, it may be asked, will it nlot certainly cause
him ta bu made weak and stumble ta withhold from
hîmt thc means of grace ta be found in the sacra-
ments? and dous it not aisa introducu a new and dan-
gerous candition af membership, one which might
easily lead ta intalerable tyranny, ta kecp out ai
the Church, for what is thought to be its good,
one whasc love and fidlity ta Christ wvc cannot
doubt? Seeing these and other difficulties arise
fromn the refusai ta baptize such canverts, is neot
this a case in which the princ-iple of temporary
toleration aofaau admitted wrong, in arder ta avoid a
greater wrong may appîy ? The Synad of India
referred ta aiteady thought se, when it I elt itself
complled ta say in substance.

" However mach we may regret'tht presence ai poly-
ganiy in a transitional state ai tht Church, yet accarding ta
the ipw ai aur Churcb, which declares a credible profession
nfifath and love ta Christ to be tht sole Scriptural condition
0i Charcb membership, and mach mort according ta tht
teachlng of the New Testament &s bearing tapon duty la
sucb a case, we thnr tbat, if we see gond reasan te belleve

t itat the Lard bas received a polygamniat convert, we ouï-
selves alan are hound, without Insistîng an aught beyond
ibis credible profession of faîtb, to baptize him."

The presentation-oaithe case frorn the New Test-
ament point af view must'be: reserved till ncxt
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TUE GENLR/L ASSEAl3LZY

BEFORE anather issue of TuE CA~NADA IP.Eq-
IWBTERIAN reaches aur readers the Gencral

Assembly will have conveuaed in tlais city. XVe be-
speak on its buhali the prayers af aur cangregatiotîs
ancî Chnristian people that the Great H-ead af tic
Chiurch may so guide and direct the memburs, that
tîhe result ai the meeting may bu the furtherance ai
Gad's glory and the advancement ai the Church's
%vork in al its interests.

The reports ta bu subinitted will, gencralîy, bu
af an encauragitig nature, !!howving marked progress
during the year. The mumbership of the Chuîirch
ha% cansiderabliicreased, and tht contributions
for mission wvork are a goad deal ini advance af the
precedinig year, and that natvithistanding the long
cantinued peniod ai commercial depression. The
Home Mission Committee, Western Section, ends
the year witlî a goad balance on the right side, sa
alsodothe Augmentation Committeu and the Frencli
Evangeliz ition B.3ard. The anly mnission fund belhnd
is that ai the Foreign Missic..n Cammittee, and it is
gratifying ta'know that this.is not becausu af a faîl-
ing off in the contributiani of the Church, for thuse
are in excess of the prcceding year. It is hoped
that the deficit in this fund may bu made gaod bu-
iw r the Assembîy closes.

The reports af the several Colieges sill indi-
cate continucd prospenity, and the contributions ai
the Clhurch for their maintenanice will bu iound ta
bu in advanceoailast yedr. Insoineoaithese, as wuli
as in connection witn other schetnes, dependent ta,
a ccrtain extent an incarne from cndowmeats,
theru bas been a dimittution in revenue. It is
knosvn that during the last two ar threc yeai-s a
number ai nioigages held in connection wîth the
Toronto agency ai the Chu rclh have been foreclos-
cd, and that several propertie.-, arn iwhscîa bans were
made, have fallen inta the lîands ai the Church. Ini
same instances, we believe, the property is vacant
land or is without tenants, so that instead af beîng
a source ai revenue these pruperties are a lass ta
the Church, as taxes, rupairs, etc., require ta be
paid on theni. The Church, however, is not alone in
this respe. t, as nearly aIl campaîlies and iiîdividuals
loaning maney in T9ranta during the past few
years have suffered lass, awiîag ta, the great
shrinkage in valtie ai real estate, anîd ta the inabil-
ity of b rrow.ers ta mucet their engagements because
af the unexampled periad ai iepressîon. In ad-
dition ta this, the rate ai interest an investrnents
bas greatly lallen off in recent years,materially im-
paiing the revenue of some of the schemces of
the Church. It is hoped, however, that wviLliaru-
turning business praspunity and with juocioïas
management the lasses mnay bu îess sunlous than
now appears likely.

One ai the most discouragîag features in con-
nection %vith the %vork ai the 'Church is the large
number ai cangregatians that fait ta cantribute ta
onu or mare of the schemnes everyyear. On minis-
ters and sessions the responsibility af this Iargely
rests. It would buc vll if every Prcsbytery, at its
first meeting after the Assembly, ernquired into th:i.
with a view ta having the mattur remedîcd. In
congregatians whure maney for the schemes is
raised by means ai an annual Sabbath collection
for each, one or more ai these is crowvded out aiten
because the first three months of the churchi year
are alwed ta pass by without anc being taken.
During the remaining part ai the year ivere a cal-
lection for every schemne taken thuy svould came
with toa great frequency, and as a cansequence
ane or more is omittud. This means the loss af
many- thousands ai dollars ta the work ai the
Church. We have just untered upon a ncw
church yuar. Lut every minister and session see
ta, it that their cangregation bas the opportunity
givun ta h ito contributing ta every scheme ai the
(Jhurch this year. Let the collections bu systemna-
tically arranged and theu daims ai the respe.:tive
schemes presented frona the pulpit on the Sabbath
immediately preceding the collection. We are
convinced that by a little forethought and trouble
the incaD2e ai the schemes ai the Church could be
increased by tens af thousands ai dollars without
any ai aur people buing purceptibly poorer. We
trust that at the appraaching meeting of the gen-
eral Assembly a great impetus %viîl bu given ta
every department ai the Ohurct's work.

The mani who will flot Improve bis chance Is bound ho
Joac it, né rmatter whither it bas ta do wth seeklng salva-
dIon oi miking a fortune.

* 23ooùe aîxb <Ibaoa3llIes.
".Same af Canada's Troubles and a Way Out: the P'a-

nacea in a Nul Shell," by Robert Douglass, Wroxeter, dis-
cuises lu a verY bri compass, IlThe Land Question,"
Iargelýy froni a Scriptural pui of view; IlThe Mon'ny Ques-
tion," and Il The Taxation ¶question,' ail af which arceta
the '. s Importance. It will welI rcpav reading and can
bc &.u final ail boolesellers. Price taocents.

'an Literary Digest contains the departments, IlTopics
ofithe Day," IlLettrs and Art," " Science," "lThe Relîgi.
ans World," Il Prom Foreign Lands," Iliscelaueousq,"
and lu cvery ant af îhem Ik to bc iound much of prescrit
and Importance which every intelligent mani w'uld
llke ta know about. It cantates a gacd bîrd's-eve view of
recent thoueht as reflectcd la current literalure. [Funk and
Wagnali's Company, 3o L(ayette Place, New Vatk, U.S.]

LifiéeUs Livîng Age for May 23rd contains a series af
Most iaeresting articles (rom Wac4.'d' Mgazire,
Templ!e Bar, tMe Can fémpsrary l&ýview«. .Ifac,iil(n's AMaq'
zinc, Nineleenth Ceitury, ieniteiiiitîs Mi3,azine and La1
Revue 'Scientifi que. Sanie af the topics treated are "A
1-Iroîne ai the Renaissance " by *Helen Zumuern, IlThe
Irish Pîrlesthaad." il The Forty Days," Il Sir Robert Peel."
A Ilghter sketch Is Il A Duldltch Angel." [Litteil & Ca.,
Bedfard Si., Boston, Mass., U. S.]

The June H-ojjiletic Re-diew restiues ia ils first article,
"Naturai Facts Illustrative ai the B-blical Accouat ai the

Deluize," by Sir William Dawsoa. Rev. Dr. Burr, authar
ai I1E'ce Coelum," discusses tht îo:eresting stabject,
"Haw far are Mcn Responsible for Errars ai Opinian ?
"A Symposium an the Christian Endcavor Maiement"Il i

begun by the Rev. F. E. Clatke, D.D. Prafessor McCurdy
writes on ilLlght on Scriptural Texts tramn Recent Science
and Histry." la the Sermonlc Section tbree sermons are
gîven la full. Amang aither sectioas, the lilustrative, the
Scbaol ai Bible Study, the Sa-lia1, and Schoal far Sacial
Sitndy are valuable and heipful. [Fnk and Wagaalls Cain
p.4ny, 3o Lafayette Place, New York, U. S.]

In the Cetnry for june there are coatinued the ,aw vieil-
known and montbly expected portions afIl Sir GeorReTres-
sady," and Sloaaa's Il Lite ai Napalcan l3anapart." There is
alse a secand paper by that acute observer lames Bryce,
M.P., giving bis 'l Impresiiois of SQuth Aica " and Part,
Il. af"l Tht Harsbaw BriCie." Articles specially interesting
tram an artistlc point af view are, Il Sargent and lis Paint-
Ing and IlLights and Sbadaws o! the Alhambra," bath
profuseiy Ilustrated. 'lMDr. Keegans Elopement " and
IlSayings and Doings ai the Todds" aretanlghter veln,
and"I Notes an City Goverameat ia St. Louis" lsa avalutable
article. "lThe Humour and Pathos ai Ptesîdential Con-
vtntians" is tiîmeiy and san aso Is the irst article la Tap!ics
afithe Time an IlGold the Money af i ~.viizts." [The
Century Ca., New Yarkc, U. S.]

The Juat Arenar coatalas as frantispiece a likenesai
the pot Wbîtuer, and aise an article upan bîm b i th
editar under the talie ai "A Prophet ai Freedarn.'" Whit-
Uier is a noble subjec'. Tit first article is by Rev. Dr.
Barrows, IlCelsus, the First Pagan Critic af Cbristiaauîy,
and Ris Anticipation oi Madern Thaught." Important
articles an carrent, political or cammercimal subjects are:
"The Direct Legislatlan Mavemeat and its Leaders,"
IlA National Piatfarni iar the Amnerican Thidependents ai
1896," "Tht Telegraph Maaapaly," Part VI., "Bî3metat-
ism, "Monopoly and the Mines afi Mînnesota," "The
Laud af the Noaaday Sua." I"Mexico ita',Itd-Wintet 'lis
continued with Illustrations. "The Valley Path," and
Il etween Two Worlds," the latter ta ga an thraughaut
this volume, are cantinued. In Notes by the Editar and tht
closlng pages are ta be tound mach Interesting matter.
[Tht Arena Publlsbang Compaoy, Boston, Mass., U. S.]

HarOer's Magazine for june contaîns the caacludlng part,
wlth tive Illustratians and a map, ai "The German Struggle
for Liberty. Anather special icature, wlth Illustrations, is
"A Vîsit ta Atheas," by Bit -o William Creswell Donne,
D.D. Fully iltustrated artlka:s art IlQuecti Lukeria, ai

Gorelwka," "lThe Greatst Painter ai Modern Germnany,"
"lAdalf Metizel," "Througlu loland Waters," "'Tht
Oaananîche and uts Canadian Enviroomeot," in whlch is
enthuslastically described the home af tht fresh-water
salman. "lTht Battît ai the Ceils " is a pop ular discus-
sion ai the germn theory ai disease by Dr. Andrew Wilson.
The fiction af tht number includes the first part ai "A
Rebelliaus Heroine," IlEvetana's Girden," IlA Wall-Street
Woolag," a New York lovestary, and "Tht Tbanks ofithe
MunicipaUity." Tht paems ai the number Include IlTht
Sea," IlProeterita," IlLip Srrvice." Charles Dudley
Warner in the Editor's Study îs fresh as usuai, and tht
Edltor's Drawer is intraduced with a shart story by L-aur-
tact Huttan calied "The Lest Label." [ilarper Brothers,
New York, U. S.]

An article of surpassing lnterest by a most campetent
observer, Mr. Henry Norman, wba iateiy vlsited the rezlon.
la thteIBakas-the Chessbaard ai Europe," appears

In the current number af Scriôner's Magazine.", Mr,
Norman's article is a clear presentatian ai the exact situa-
tion ofithe whole Eastern question as it appears at tht pre-
sent moment ta a trained abserver. Abuadant illustrations
af the pîcturesque coantries vited are made irani Mr.
Norman's awn photographs. Tht second and conctudlng
paper by Mrs. Isobel Strong gîves reminiscences ai Robert
Louis Stevensan In bis Hame Life. Hiamiltan Basbey con-
cludes bis accouant oaIl"Tht Evolution ai tht Trotting
Horst"ilwlth Illustrations which for the first tIme show ail
the arts of rnodern photography. Lieutenant Barry 0. Hale,
ai the regutar Arniy, bas a most splnlted account af huating
in tht Rocky Mountains. Tht narrative is fullIoficalor and
adventure. lu fiction thîs Issue bas mnany navel leatures.
A stary In a new field by a nw naie Is"IlThte Capter of Old
Pantonaa,» by Mary T. Eatle. It la a dramatlc tale of lire
an a Southern bayau. -Potins by Emily Dickinson, Edîîh
Thomu, and others, with the deparîments, fully Illustrated,
conclude tue'.ssue. [Charles Scribner'sSons, New York, 1.SI]


