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Our >iouilo folhs.
GRACE BEFORA ME.A7.

n1 %VILLIAM MI'RKAYo IBAUILTOt4. 1us

Th.aank 0 Goti; IotaThcetfor the-te c(
TclcCns i Thy late.

Ara for uhat ou: souls Cao seize v
0f the joya abovr-. t

Bless ahseewcithl>'menties, Lord,
For our health anti strenga, et

Andt t us and omus accord b
liCaven iielfat leugth.

Out unholy spitits cleanse
In TIi> living lake, t

Andl lrge us ail our sans
For our Saviuaa's sake. Amm.

BEFORE YOl! ARE FIFT*EEN.G

1 amn nearly fifty, andi if i cnuld live backwarti andi get
back ta tht years before .1 was fiteen, ah how min>' tbings qý
1 would dol1 There is ont thieg 1 wauld do : 1 would mate V
the best ai things. A gi's lufe or boy's litée s full ai things b
(lit bas ta be fuli af things that it nia>'get full ai îboughts) il
-things gooti, ihings hardi, things indiférent. If a thing is a
goond that is tht end oai i, andi ail you have ta do is ta taire it V
andi have a gond time with t il

But that is net making the best afi lu; it is ont>' taking thet t
gooti ai il.

Naw, how can you malte a gondtinig beter or best ? c
If I shouiti ask twenty-flve af you what yaur goati thieg

is, waulti 1 nat have twenty-ilvtgod thiegs in epy?V
Wouid t> an aio you tell me that servieg was amoag your

gond things? lu was amiong Christ's goodt tings. When Ht
camne dnwn ta ceartb wold not Got i gve Him goo t tings-v
the best Ht hati? Be1ot Ht was ffteen do you know an>'- t
thing thai Ht did beside abe>' and serve ? (Ht was with te
doctors in tht temple, but Ht was bearing tbem as weii as ask-c
ing them questions.)t

Naw, ta be like Hlm, make the best ai your obedience
anti your srvin-prampl, cheerful obediece, prompt, cheer-
fui serving.1

WVauld twcnty-flve ai you give twenty-flve different answers1
ta the question: IIWhat i5 your bard thing?"

Did Christ have Pa endure any bard tbing belote Ht was
fiftcen ?

No doubt Ht bati ta wark bard anti live sinipi'.
These two hardships are ver>' bard for boys anti girls naw-

a days-petbaps, you tbink, harder tibm ln tht days in which
Ht liveti.

WVould you oat love ta sec a piece cf tht work Ht diti? Do
you flot belevt aI was perlecty done-that Ht male tht ver>'
best thing Ht caulti ai tht wrk that was put ia His
bandis?

And Ht badt ta iarn ; Ht bat Iotaearn obedience b>' tht
îhings that Ht suffereti, hy tht things that bappenedt t Him.
Il you make the best of your hardships belote yau are if.
teen, you wilI have ýiomething ta work with ail your life-not
only finsheti work, but you wiIl become a finisheti workmae.

About things indiffeent-ubings flot worth white. Ah, now
you have something ta make the best ail1

lu is nat worth white ta notice when somebady snobs you,
or speaks unkindi>'. Vou can maint tht best ai il b>' bcbg as
sweet as îhough t hati fot happenti. And a disappoinument :
forge t a; acu as though you hati bati tht very thing you want-
eti. Forgetng some uepleasant tbings is a loartly way
ta malte tht best of them. Do Vou keo> what Christ titi
befote Ht was fifteen ? Ht grew, flot ouI>' in favour vith
Goti, but with men. Ih is wortb white ta malte peape love
you -. when peope lave vau you can serve themt. If ever>'
boy anti girl unden flteen wouid do oni>' twa thangs, what a
worlit iis would be before you are fit>' I

St. John tells tas what ibese two uings are:
"lThis is His conimandmtnt, That we shoulti btlieve on

the name ai His Son, Jesus Christ, anti love one another."
Do you wish Ia be a straeg mane?
Do those îwa lhings.
Do you wish ta bc a lovel>' womau ?
Do a hase two tbinags.
Believe anti love, anti then yau will make tht besi ai ever>'.

thing tbat you bave andt uat bappens ta you. andi everyhing
yeu do.

Make the best of the day that cames ta yen aftr yau rtati
Ibis. You do not keaw what is tht best.

Keep an tioing anti you will know ; tht is Christ's nuit,
anti Ht leatneti it up in beaven with His Father.

J-bLD FA ST, BOYS.

HaIt on ta yaur langue when yen are just readti>,t swtar,
lit or speak harshiy or use an improper word.

Holti an ta, your bandi whee you are about ta runcb, strike,
scratch, steal or do any improper act.

Heiti on ta your tant when you are an the peint cf kickr-
ing, running off front stnd>, or pusuieg tht path ai error,
shanie an crime.

Hoiti an ta yaun trhper wben you art aegry, taciteti or
impobed upon or thers are angr>' with yau.

Hoit on ta Vour beaut wbeu evil assaciates seek yaur
compan>' anti invite yau ta joie le their mnintb, gamnes and
revelr>'.

ÎHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

TUIE S TUD Y OP GOlfS WORD.

Wiii il stimulateintellect?
WVitt it irnprove the mind?
Will il enable boys andi Rirls ta became better andi more

ijeful citirens? n

Uet us %te. No othet vwork of literature in ait the ages
untaish sucb a variety af thought- and the mine catis for ~
raty in ils food, the saine 'as the body>. Therefore, if
1e ible contains the greatest varity, it is theIl bocik of
ýooks " for ihis purpose The Bible aiso contains the deep- frov
it andi nost profounti thought of any book, iltOis then the virt
est book for those wba aspire ta tborough scbolarship. gci

It contains the grandest andtruntst beautiful iniagery. No and
ther work extant, unless tlrst suggested b>' the Bible, carrnes te
te mind ta such lofi>' heigbts, or paints sucb pictures ai the
luter, and otherwist hitideri glaties. Do we desire ta have ~
ur heatts sootheti with the sweetest poctry P We finti it in (Ixs
God's Word. Do we scek a litie philasophy which touches Pro

Wli
vety phase of humamity ? We~ have it in the Word ai Goi. th%

Do we wish ta develop the aminci, sa it can grasp great levi
questions, we finti that Goti has placcd the germs within His 'lie
Word. How important, then, that ever>' young mind be "$s
brought ia contact with this Word, whase Author bas luaketi tic
clown the ages and anticipatcd ever>' human woe and want, swi
îad provideti for every grand aspiration. Sa we 6ind in God's hl
Word the eternents whicb enable us ta do tbret ai the mos is
important things efrecting tht race, and enabling ait who will of
a avait îhemselvcs of theni. &ai

i. A soid faundation-sione upon which ta builti a perfect Pl
character. fige

2. Tht material anti tht aid for crectirag a superstructure bei
wbich wili stand the test ai urne anti outtive the pyramitis. Cvt

3. A linking ai onc's self to the mnd oaiincis, the Authar
of bath thougbî anti being. Being thus uplifîtd ta a height sac
which widiens at eacb successive step, we become capacitatedTit
ta takpe a correct view af ait other subje.cts as well as being in up'ni
touch with the mind which is bounti b>'no limits, andi is lat
constanti>' develaping ta us new anti stili mort beautiful Tt
thaughts. af

Ai
This enables one ta five in an atmosphere fnaught with ,<

grandeur, purity andti eauty, fitting the immortal part ai man bc
for the enjoysnents af thest higher attainments, faund in per- ai'
fection onl>' in the immediate prCsence ai the God ai wisdom, to
power anti lave. w!

HOW RE BEGAN. b

A gooti matty of the boys wbo rend these pages will soan n
be Ilearning their way"il n tht warld, if tht>' are flot already ,,
doiaig sa. Here is a word ta encourage them h:

Tust aaove the wbarves cf Glasgaw, on the batiks of thte Pt
Clydie, there once liveti a factor>' boy wbom 1 will cait Davie. h,
At tht age ai tee be entereti a cotton iacîary as a Ilpiecer." A'

Ht was emptayed tram, six o'clock in thet morning tilt tigbt
at night. His parents were very poor and he well knew that !
bis mnui: ,e a boyhood ai very hard labour.

But then and Ibert, in tha: buzzing iactory, he resolved h
that be would obtain an education anti beconie an intelligent tl
and useful mian. With bis very first week's viages lie pur-
chaseti Rudduman's "Rudiments af Latin." '

Ht then entered an evening school whbicb met between a
tht bouts cf cight and tee. Ht paiti the expensta ai bis
instruction out ai his own bard earning-s.

At tht age ai sixteen he could reand Virgil andi Horace as
readily as tht pupils of the Eriglish gramniar scbools.

Ht next began a course af self-instruction. Ht hall been
advanced i the factory ftrmpiecer ta a spinniag-jenny. N

Ht brought bis books ta tht factory, anti, piacing oneofai
thern in tht "ljeanny," with tht lesson befate hlm, Le divided V
bis attention between the running ai the spindles and thet
rudiments cf keowiedgef

«He entereti Glasgow University'. Ht knew ihat he mustt
work bis way ; but be also knew tht pawer of resolutian, andt
he was willing ta make alnmost an>' sacrifice taogain tht end.1

Ht worked at cotton-spinning ln tht sumnmer, livet i lu-
gally andi applieti bis saviegs ta bis college studies ie tht
winer.

Ht conipletei tht allotteti course, anti at tht close was
able ta sa>'. Wth praiseworthy pride: I neyer had a fat-
thing that 1 did flot tatn."

That boy was Dr. Davidi Livingstone.

A DROP 0F INK.

1I don't se why yau won't let me play' with Robert
Scott," pauted Walter Brown. "I1 knaw he îlots eau atways
mind bis motber, anti smokes cigars, and sarnetimes swears.
But I have been brougbt up better than that. Ht won't h urt
met, and 1 shoulti think you would trust me. Perbaps 1 cati do
him Igooti."

Il Valtr," said bis mnother, Iltake this glass ai pure waîer
and put just ane drap oai irk inta, it."

"O0, mother, who would have thouaght ont drap would
blacken a inhale glass sa? "

Il es ; st bas cbangtd the colouar ai the wbole, bas it net ?
lit is a shame ta do uhat Jusu put ont drap ai dlean water in
it andi restant its purity," saiti bis eotber.

IWby, maiber, you are iaughing at me. Ont drap, nor a
dozen, fier fifty wori't do that.11

IlNo., my son ; and iberefore 1 cannot allaw one d-op af
Robert Sccut's cvii nature ta mingle witb yaur careful training,
many draps of wbich will mate fia impressian on hlm."

ipabbatb %C001 t'enCbere
INTRNATIONAL LESSON&.

<'}EUIJAH AND THtE PROPtIETS 0F DBAL
GOLPa,< Tax-r -How lotitliait y. betwéen two opinions?
the Lord be Goti, fallow HIlm. -x Kings xiuii. 2t.

INTIiOUUCTOKY.
The p o f imre), sInce their sepiratianfiorn ]udah, hbati suck
)m baitoweorse, tli iunden Ahab anti Jesebel the>' Lad hecomae
rtutu>' a nation ai idotatora The worshlp of Baai, flhe suis.
d, anti Aitarte, the moon.god, vas unirersali>' prevalent. The
is ai Idolatr>' vert everywhete ananifest. Ahab bad heen warned,
i thet ireaate pueislimeicame. Far aven ilire years Ihert
id been neither tain cor dew. Tht laed was batten, the people
re statving, disease antidcath loilowing, Ahab Lsd sou,%t tuo
fjia everywhte, but the praphet vrai kept ln safet> b>' God a pro.
tting providence. At the appointed imune the slsaUt:> man of
tx ccntrants Ab anti the idolatroas pnes. The undaunted
p'propý o ses a tet b>' which l shoutti be deteanrineti
bether Goor Blaal had power aven nature. Iu was a test
aii coulti b. und eratooti b> ail. Tht place seiecteti wuas
ti' spoty 'n Manunt Carmel. There thteiking anti four haue.
,ed and lfypnies ifButl anti vaitmultitudes af tht people

merbd. Elîjali vas&aoate, yet lie vuwasGdatteraai Gti
s with hlm. The proposai ai tht propliet wus ta prepart a sacti-
e, place ilon thet ar, anti app-ai ta tht Godtit bsisouitian-
wet b>' ftre.
1. Tht Psresta of Baal asud the Test-It fi welt known utha

caen mysacnies were the resailts if cunnieg anti fraudi on tht
il ai the pnieits. Precautian ertt aknte patvent the prieils
fBaai front pracîising deceptlon. TL.. trial wus ta b. a geai ont
Idvi sta bc fairl>' canducieti. Eliah gave bis oppanenits the ftia
lce. They lad the choice of the bullock ta b. aleéreti. Tht>'
me ta dreu it.prpaatar' ta sacrifice, but thy were ta put ne
e car l.i. letesýe arrangements tht>' acqulesced. Thetirial
egan in the rnorning aed lastet Ilt day. Tht priests ai BadI Lad
'cer7 apportunit>' ta make gooti thet daims tht>' put forth. Thte
erirned tihein accustorned rites, anud ctieti tarnesti': Il Ba=l
eat us 1 " but there was ne response ta their excited cries. The
acred histociansays:- IlThere vas no voice nar an>' that aa.wceed"
lien ilie>'becime frantic le tiicin densltratlons. 'tht>' teaped,
ipon thet ar." Sa fat as the narrative li concerniet, there la ne
timation that Eiijah, said anything or diti anythinit beyond callsny
olcing an andi awaliig tht restait uni tht noon heur arrîveti.
rhen ac began ta mack the idolatrous prieis. Htee ebave ont
th t utstaiking specimens af iran>' le tht sacrtd scripiures.

U a mode of showaeg the irUtb aARi eKpoinq t i13 s sei M-0
ery effective. Inl fisa leib is instance. Thse prieits aifBîsil ad

men sliouting te their goti, anti Etijati ironicaît>' tells them te cr7
oud : "lFor He is a god." Te this lie added whst would appear
o il wlio heard hlm as absurd tessons ion Biil'e silence. Thery
itti ycî more lraetically and Il ut tilieutves aiten ihein mannenr
ith tle swords anti speans tht>' cars-led tilt tht>' were co7andt with
iot. Ta a&R îles. ilti demansttaiaas there va nu repl>'. Bai,
iing ont>' an itiol, andi, as Paul says, ae idil a netiing je tht
norît, wwt suent. 11TItre vas neither voice,nr any ta anaver,
mor an>' that regandeti." Tht Idolutrous priestilad deceiveti tht
people, anti tht>' vert theanuelves deceivei. Il [s passible thst tht>'
expected soute miraculous interposition iraiheir riaur, or tht>' ma>'
have been consciaus that tht>' vers imploras imposions.ihttver
miRhi Lave bee i einxpectatians tht>' vere doometi ta dusap.
ojiment. Thein lailtire ws.s terrible as il Wl compîte. Tht>'
id ta give up their efforts, belng shameti before ail tht people.

And thei nd ati .sswift as il as terrible.
Il. Etiiah and the Test-Tht represtaatves o al u, lay.

ing lad ample time andi apportueul>', <oued ai thein efforts unavail.
n.They bail dont aIl tht>' coulti, ant i l vas uttnt>'ly avain.

f'low Eiijah cornes farward andi invites tht people te came an tat
ian. Ht Lad eothing ta canceal. Ait Lie Lad ta do woutd bear
Let ciosest inspection ant nake tht trui ofai Ls cainis la Goda Lbc-
hai! ail tht more apparent. Hua lirai act vas te restant the altan ai
rehavab, wbich Lad been ihnavndova andi degnadeti b>'tht idola-
trous n'!ers. Hi, actint Wlva mbotic. Il e lookr iveie sionts
according ta tht Our er 0 et tac tùza oaithe sons af Jacob, tante
whorn the woréi ai tht Lord came, siylîng,[mi ral le bcth>'
nmre." %Witb'.boset irelire atones Le neareti an alias in the name ai
jehovab. for His gior>' andi service. Aroundth lacstar lie causei
a trench ta be cul, wide anti deep enougli le contaima a coasiden-able quzntil>'of ailt. Then thc sacrifice vas prepareti anti placeti
upen tht titan. Tht icommanti vas then given te 611 <afur valte
jans, whicb caulti b. dont Iran a nelghbourng spulng. Tht valt
rvas 1 oured o-ret the 7ictim and the sitar. This airepeated a second
anti a thirti tint ai tht propheî's commandi. Thais tht sacrifice, the
rooti anti the altas- ventdrencheti, anti tht trench round it wu ftutti

with watts-, nenderng imposture on deception impossible. When
tbret o'ciock, tht haut observeti for the affésing of thte eoiog sacri-
fice, Lad arnived, Elijah appraached tht titan ar.i soil!mnly invoketi
tht presence ar tht covenant Gotioai [anti. The invocation recails
the mener>' ai vhat God Lad dont ion thrir ancesians, remiading
the people tIt God's word rernainett unchangeibl>' tht saine. Tht
prophet pniys that Goti vouit here maint Himatif inonov as tht Goti
af Isniet, andti uat ie ail these gpeat tients le vhieh Elija biLd
taken part Le lad acteti untiet tht divine command..lit coectded
his prayer wiith te tiuest thst îLe people mighl know God anti
retura ta Him. God i amtdittlyansvre-edtht prayer ol! Hms sex-
7ant. There vas ne long vsiting, nu fnrantie ouleries as ln tht case
ai Baal's priests. 4"The tire ai the Lard fell andi conananeti tht
burt 'actifice." Sa intense vas lteflanc liait descendedti laI net
oral> tbc sacrifice, but thet a ifteli vas consumet tnd flhc vatei
tLe trench vas dricti up. Tht miracle vas compiete, anthe suc-
cess af the test caulti net be ginsit. Tht people vho witnessed.
tbis ending ai the dîy's contai vee titep>' impresseti. Tht>[ en
prastnate, ant i eteut:. IlJehoah, Ht as Geti, jebovab, Ht la
God." [tl vas a season ai repentance. Thtetieludeti people Lad
their eyts opteeti. Tht>' Laà been led iet tht aie af xdolatay b>'
cerupi anti praffigate rutera. l is aie certain that île>'huai been
willingty"deceiveti. Tht nains-ai eat laenmity' agaieal Goti. Their
ave imitaiinclinations Lsd secontittithtetiesigus ci vicnetikings
anti mlise priests. Tht people Lad nov lounti b> a ad experience
that their departure hroiu God Lad brotgbt tapon them terrible dis-
asters. Now the>' Lad aen b> God's miraculous intervention Low
deeply îLe>' Lad sinneti. Tht>' vert avet b>'tht dispia>' af tLe
divine majesi>'. Tht>' saur tht Baal vas ulteri>' powerlest, anti
tbat tht Lord Got af ihtin fathers vas the Omnipotent Ruier, anti
with ane vaice they caniesseti thal Heilone vis Goti. Tht remarin-
able day ended wath the death of Bais priests anti Elijah's pnayez
for tain, wLicL was ansvered.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTONS.

Tht moral grandeur cf a a=n entirti>' devattil ta Godas service
is citant>' iltustrated in the case af Elijala.

Gea ill net give Hiplan>' toa motLe-. Ht laGot alie. Ail
idtions systents will penaih anti their wonshippers be confouadett.

When ltuub anti errer are broaaght ta the test, trui invariabiy,
udunipha.

We are called upon ta decide far Goti, ant th decision sLati be
imtmeiate.


