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Their valleys, plains and mountains,
May, in all coming days,

TWith rivers, lakes, and oceaus,
Re-ccho with God's praise.

The following appearsin the “Free Church Record”
for June:—

THE COLONIAL FIELD,—ANNUAL COLLECTION.

The history of the British Colonies during this
nincteenth century has been a remarkable one indeed.
Some of them, such as Canada and South Afnca,
have within that period received a vast accession of
territory and population; while others in the southern
hemisphere have, Minerva-like, sprung into existence
fully cquipped, with laws and parliaments of their
own. Looking at the wide extent of this Colonial
Ewmpire, the variety of its climate, its mineral riches,
its indefinite capabilitics of production, and above all
the energy of its people, we cannot doubt that it has
a great future before it.  These colonies must one day
become great nations—confederated, let us hope, with
the mether country, yet independent of it—exercising
a powerful influence on the destinies of the human
race.

If this be so, how loud and urgent is the call ad-
dressed in Providence to the Home Churches to see
that these great countrics are impregnated from the
very outset with the sceds of Gospel truth! We do
not grudge to send forth missionaries of the Cross to
win souls to Christ from among the members of some
feeble and rapidly-decaying race.  How much more
carnest should we be in seeking to awaken and increase
spiritual lifc among the colonies of our own kinsmen
in the West and in the South, which are so full of
intense vitality, and so sure to proveimportant factors
in the history of the world. Now, the first yearsof a
colony are for this purpose the most important, upon
the principle implied in the words—* Trainup a child
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will
not depart from it” Let the Church but scize the
propitious moment, and she will gain for herself a
place in that young community which she will ever
afterwards retain. Let her neglect to follow her ¢s.-
patriated children promiptly with the means of grace,
and she will lose an opportunity that may never aga.in
arise.  Of this we have an illustration in the positi on
of Puritanism in New England and Presbyteriani.sm
in Otago, where the first emigrants went forth vvith
their respected pastors at their head, as compired
with the state of religion in some other colonies that
were too tardily cared for by the Church at home.

It is true that in most of the large colonies the Pres-
byterian Churches, having consolidated their strength
by happily consummated unions, are organizing schools
of theology, and doing cverything in their power to
provide a native ministry for themseclves. But with
so vast a home mission field to overtake, and so many
cmigrants from the mother country pounng i upon
them cvery year, they must still look to us in great
measure for the men and the means to enable themto
accomplish the work which God in his providence
has given them to do. It has been the aim aund
endeavor of the Committee to give them this assist-
ance, and at the same time to maintain a2 number ¢f
isolated but most important stativas in Europe, n tie2
East and West Indics, and eclsewhere, which arc not
in connectinn with any Colonial Church. So faras
pecuniary support is concerned, they are thankful to
say that the liberality of the Church has cnabled. thera
to render some matenial help 1 various parts of the
ficld, especially to the Canadian Church in connection
with the territory of Manitoba, and to the small but
cnergetic Church of Queensland.  They regret, how-
cver, to have to report that, notwithstanding all their
cfforts, they have not succceded in sending out so
many agents to the colanies this year as they did last
year. They wish they could persuade young men to
give themselves in large numbers to a field at once so
necessitous and hopeful.  And they wish they could
so impress the membership of the Church with a sense
of its importance as to lead parents to point theirsons
10 it as 1 suitable and honest sphere of labor.

Ir young women_arc not honest and wholesomie clean
through, and if young women will not train themsclves to
the tinest and sturdicst womanhood possible to their nature;
if they will not cat brown bread, and wotk in the garden—~
if they have one—with some mare grip than a bicd scratch-
ing, and quit: reading novels in a hot room, and devouring
sweetmeats; if they dare not face the san and wind, and try
to outwalk, ay, and dutrun their brothers, and let our wise
mother, Nature, backle their belt, —they had aot better
sa?‘, Amen, when the stalwart young husband crics, *Mer-
cilully ordain that we may grow aged together.”—Raber?
Collyer,

SABsATH S6HOOL 4 EACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXVIIL.

Wyl THE CHILDHOOD OF FESUS. {Moke i

40-52.

GOLDEN TEXT.--““And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man.”—Verse
52.

HOME STUDIES,

M. Luke ii. 25-39...The presentation in the temple,
1, Isa. xlii. 1-17....¢* A light to the Gentiles.”

WV, Matt, i, 3-12.....The visit of the wise men,

Th. Isa. Ix. r-10....Gold and incense brought,

F. Matt, ii. 13-23..The flight into Egypt.

S.  Lukeii. 40-52...In the midst of the doctors,

S. John ix. £-12....*"The works of Him that sent Me,"”

NELYI'S TO STUDY.

In the first thirty years of the life of Jesus there is just one
incident recorded.  In connection with it, let us notice~
1. 115 CHARACTER—VerS. 40, 52,

What does the Bible say of other children? sec Prov.
xvii, 25; xix. 133 Ps. Iviii. 3; Job xix. 18—do we not all
4ureo how true these words are? Even the goodness of
good children so imperfect, 2 meck boy general ly weak, a
resotute boy rougl.  But Jesus ¢ strong in spirit,” and yet a
pattern of gentleness (Isa. xlii. 2). Nobody ceculd see any-
thing in Him which might have been altered for the better,

He was—

Strong in spirit—how often boys strong enough in body,
yet weak when tempted, no control over temper, can't bear
pain or disappointment.  How much He had to bear—~how
painful to 1im thesin around im!  (Comp. 1. Pet. ii. 18.)

Filled with wisdom (Isa. xi. 2-5)—then no room for
folly-——how many have no room for wisdomn!

Increased in wisdom and stature—how many good
and studious boys decrease in wisdom as they grow!

In favor with God and man—some do please nien, but
how often it it just by displeasing God—which of us pleases
both? Where is the boy with whom God is always more
and more *¢ well pleased 2™

Sce then next—

11. GOING TO THE PASSOVER—Vers, 471, 42.

Once a year Joseph and Mary go away from home for
week or two, leaving the child Jesus behind,  Where do
they go? why? Deut. xvi. 1-8; comp. 1 Sam. 1, 5. Little
children did not go, but at last Jesus old enough [Note 1f.
Now can become 2 *“son of the law "—be admitted to all
the privileges of God’s chosen nation.

Two things appointed for Jews as signs of God’s covenant
with them; one of being brought into covenant—Crreum-
cisions one of keeping in it—Zussover; both indispensable,
Gen. xvii. 14; Exod. xii. 14; Num. ix. 13. What did Cir-
cumcision mean? What did keeping the Passover mean2—
commemorating Ismei’s delivery from slavery and death,
through their believing and obeying God about eating the
Jamb and sprinkling its blood.

So we have two great ordinances: Baptism,sign of entrance
into Christ’s Church; the Lord’s Supper, of keeping in it
(commemynating deliverance through the Lamb o? God,
feeding by faith—so life swslained, etc.)

Think of Hlim on the road—~—companies of people journcy-
ing from all parts of Jerusalem (Ps, xlii. 45 lv. 14; oxxii; 1-
4)—many boys going for the first time, all eager to sec the
holy city they have read and heard of.  Thini: of Jesus thore,
secing David's royal city, Temple and worshippers (had been
there when 2n infant, not since)—then the great night of the
feast—solemn mecting—the Iamb, bitter herbs, unleavened
cakes—the hymns, etc., ctc.  How wonderful to look back
and think zoken thss pirst desze 7—and 0 think of one of the
young *“sons of the law ” being Himselfthe truc *“ Passover”
1o whom all Passovers pointed, the very Lamb of God whose
blood to be sprinkled on our hearts!

II1. TARRVING IN THE TEMPLE—vers. 43-50.

The week of solemn services over—-companies [Note 4]
journcying homeward—travelling all day—at evening the
Child misscd—how Mary and Joseph distressed, would 246
Jesus could not be absent of His own accord, so fond and
dutiful atways—perhaps kidnapped by Hisold enemies; how
anxiously they seck Him, yet ail in vain—then sadly back to
the city, asking everywhere.

Where found at 1ast? Room in Temple—great doctors
sitting to teach and catechise—young students seated at theie
feet (Acts xxii. 3) —One learner there, **full of wisdom,”
giving bright, clear answers, modestly asking questions in
his turn, hut suck questions!  The doctors amazed—never
such 2 scholar scen before (Ps. exix. 99, 100). (Nofe 2.)
See Mary—no thought of who clse there—cnough that He
is found—what does she say?——200 sad not to complain, too
overjoyed 1o rebuke.

Look at that wonderfui reply—** IVAy skould they wonder

where Hewas 1 Mary spoke of His Fatker—did they forert
\WHO WAS 1S TRUE FATHER 7 Where could He be butin
that Father's house, engaged in that Fatker's work! did they
think it was a boyisk prank fo stay Gckimd—that e was
dazslad By the city's splendourt soas He not acting a rood Sow’s
perty NusT e ot do tkist  (Note 3.)

IV. SusMiTTING TO EARTHLY TiES—vVer, 51,

Might Jesus have refused to go back? might He have then
scparated Himsclf for God’s work? What was it that He
did? Eighteen years yct before Messiah to be manifested,
Was He, then, to go on gcmn;i all Jewish leaming, sitting
at the Joctors® feet for years (like St. Paunl)? see fohn vit.
15. Then what to do? to be subject—was that bein
*“about the Father's business?” sec how pleased the Father
was (ver, 52), more and more until fAa? Faize came to say
so—Matt, iti. 17

ApouT My FATHER'S BUSINESS, So weought all to be.
How can we?

We can~{a) observe God's ordinances: Jesus kc!vl the
Passover, though necding not the redemption it ~spohe of,
(#) Obscrve the ordinances of God’s Church: the rules about
becaming a ““son of the law * not from Mosey, but from the
Rabbis, yet, being good ones, Jesus obeyed them. () Ree
sott 1o God's house~—1's. xxvi. 8; lxv. 43 Ixxxiv. ()} Seck
to learn more about God’s Word: if Pesus studied it, under
the appointed teachers, how much more should 24 2 ()
Yet not neglect duties to earthly fiiends; submit to patents,
ete,

But nick more than all ths in the werd:. «The locomo-
tive engine very powerful —what heavy trams it drawsi-
but does not go of itself—something wanted to set it and heep
it going—steam.

What then do oe want? \What was thelseeret of all Jesus
did? /e had the WiLL—carnest desire and detenmination
—to do God’s will, s, x1. 7, 8. Having ths 0/, lle
“MUsT” be ““about His Father’s business "—could not
help it—and did it not as hard duty—1lis delight, meat and
drink to Him—John iv. 34.

Have see this will ] Not naturally—all like to have *“our
own way,” I liil. 6—dislike God’s, Rom. viii. 7, 8.
How to be altered? Rom. viiii. 9. Lvery day, every hour,
at every turn, ask, ‘¢ Lord, what wilt Z/es have metodo?”
(Actsix. 6). Then what is the promise? Matt. vi. 33.

ENPLANATORY NOTES.

1. The chish custom of admitting Loys to be **sons of
of the law' at the age of twelve (or thirteen: it is doubtful
whether Jesus did not go up a year before the strict tune)
is well known.  The folluwing passages from the Rabbinical
writings refer to it:—

¢4 Let a man deal gently with his son till he come to be
twelve years old, but from that tume let hun descend with
him into his way of living:’ that is, let him diligently, and
with severity (if need be), Lccp him close to that way, rule,
or art, by which he may get hus living."  (Quoted in Ligit-
foot, /for. Hebr., on Luke n.) ¢ Up to the age of thirteen
a father has to care for his son’s fultilment of the duties of
religion. But on his thirteenth birthday hemay say, Blessed
be He who has made me fyee from the burden of my son’s
sins.” (Quoted in Plumtre, Christ and Christendom, p. 98.)

2, “Ffound Ifim in the temple*—i.c., probably in one of
the three rooms in which the members of the Sanhednm
used to receive their pupils. It is not impossible that one
or both of the two famous Rabbis, Shammai and Hillel,
may have been present, or (as young\mcn) some of those
named in Scripture, Gamaliel or Nicodenws, or {as a
scholar) Saul of Tarsus.

‘The old idea that Jesus “disputed ™ with the doctors has
no foundation in the narrative, We must regard im
simply as a learner. ¢ Heasing them,” “asking them ques-
tions,"” ‘‘His answers,” are all named. The instruction
given by the scribes was sharply catechetical in form, and
clever answers were much thought of.

3. “Adbout My Father's buaness™ seems to imply active
work; but the original (Lterally)~**in the things of My
Father”) includes more passive occupntions, as Iistenang to
instruction., Some would render it **in My Father’s house,”
but the expression, though including this, comprehends
much more. The word rendered *“must” 1s the same so
often used about our Lurd’s wotk: Maut. xxvi. 543 Mark
viii. 313 Luke xxii. 37; xaiv. 7, 44; {ohn ix. 43 xx. 9.

4. Company, ver. g2 The Greck word strictly means
a *‘company of travellers,” and is only used in this place.
Perhaps ““‘caravan®™ s the best equivalent.

HOW DRINKING CAUSES APOPLEXY.

It is the essential nature of all sines and spints to send
an increased amount of blood to the brain.  The first cffect
of taking a glass of wine or stronger form of alcohol is to
send the blood there faster than common; hence the circu-
lation that gives the red face. It increases the actvaty of
the brain, and it watks faster, and sodoes the tongue.  But
2s the blood gocs to the brain faster than comnton, it retums
faster, and no special hann results.  But supposc a man
keeps on drinking, the blood is sent to the brain so fast in
such large quantitics that, in order to make rocm for it,
the arteries have to enlarge themselves; they increase in
size, and, in doing so, they press against the more yiclding,
fiaccid veins which carry the blood out of the brain, and
thus diminish their size, their pores, the result bang that
blood is not only carried to the arteries of the bran faster
than is ratural or healthful, byt is prevented from leaving it
2s fast as usual; hencee, a double sct of causes of death are
in opcration.  Hence, a man may drink cnough of brandy
or other spirits in a few hours, or cven minutes, to bring on
a fatal attack of apoplexy. This is literally, beng dead
drunk.—Dr. Hall,

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY,
Kingston.—At Picton, on Tucsday, gth July, at 10a.m,
BARRIE,—At Barric, first Tucsday of Aagust, at 11 a.m.
GLENGARRY.—At Alexandria, on Tuesday, gth July, at
the usual hour.

MONTREAL.—In St. Paul’s Church, Montieal, on Tucse
day, oth July, at 11 a.m. .

Huron.—In ‘Knox Church, Godcxg'ch, on Tucsday, gth
July, at1r’ake. - 3

STRATFORD.—$1 ‘§t. Andrew’s Church, Stratford, on
Tuesday, 9th July, at'g.30 am.

LoxpoN.—In First Preshyterian Church, London, on
Tucsday, gth July, at 2 pom. -3

QUEBEC.—Ia Morrin College, Quebee, un Wednesday,
17th July, a2t 1oa.m,

OTTAWA.—In Knox Chaurch, Ottawa, on Tuesday, the
Gth day of August, at 2 p.m.

SAUGREN.~At Mount Forest, in Knox Church, on the
2nd Tuesday of July, at 2 o'cdock p.m.

HAMILTON,—The next stated meeting will be held in

at 11 o'clock a.m.,

Central Church, Hamilton, on thind Tucsday {16th) of July,
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