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That expression of regret deserves more than a
passing notice,  Undoubtedly the learned judge is
right; that the avdence of such & man may be of use
by Y cunveying to the mind of the judge as much con-
viction as if given under vath,” and certainly Inwyers
accustomed to weigh evidance would not err vety far
in forming a proper estimate of tha evidence given,
But it may be asked further, whether an investigation
held without any tvitnesses being sworn would nat be
more likely, in most cases, to bring out the truth as
satisfactorily, if not more 3o, than the present method
Any steieeaent made on ozth, uniess invalidated by
counter testimony, is allowed to stand for truth ; and
as the verdict must be in accordance with sworse tes.
timony, it is evident that a prejudiced witvess, whose
testimony ¢ anot be sebutted, may give a weong cole
ouring to 1 whole question involved, Siill, that
{ulse statement must form part of the ground for deci-
slon, Perjury, we know, is by no means uncommon
in our courts; and even when the suspicion is very
sirong, the judge cannot rej-ct that as testimony.
He must give it full value. DBesides, Quakers and
others give evidencas without swearing, and generally
are even more rellable than the average witness, A
conacientious man will not give false testimony, elther
with or without oath; and a man who will knowingly
give false testimony will be very apt to perjure hiwe.
self if he is not in Canger of being expoved, The
nember who will speak truth solely fiom a regard 1o
their oath 18 comparatively small, and as a general
thing these would on cross examination come out with
the truth even without the oath. Testifying in court
is a most Important matter, and it may happen that
{ssues of great value may depend on what an Atheist
alone can tell.  Why then shonld the cause of truth
suffer because an Atheist mav not be sworn? It is
certainly a testimony to the public esiimate of the
value of religion and the fear of God, that the word of
an Atheist is not thought reliable, and to deny himn
the right of testifying is a refl«ction on him personally,
at which he may or may not be offended; but it is
going too far to assume that all Agnostics are unreli.
able, and it may be seriously injurious to the interests
of another il a case is decrded on sworn evidence
which is false, and which could be set aside by the
statement of an Atheist, Truth has nothing to fear
when full and free inquiry is made, and it will not be
made any safer by taking sworn testimony as the
pnly ground of evidence.

SMORE SABBATH PROFANATION,

WE mentioned a few weeks ago that the Telepbone
Company were likely, at an early date, to re-
quire the presence of their clerks for ordinary work on
the Sabbath day, The notice to this effect we under-
stand has .ow been given, and the usual adernauvo
of obedience or dismissal will of course be presented
to every one in the company’s employment, Not the
most distant approach to the very semblance of an
excuse for this step can be indicated except the all.
prevailing’ one of money-making. Not contented
with the gains of six days of tbe week, the company
wishes to lay the whole of it under contnbution for
the increase of its “pile,” Conscience, decency,
family comfort, and necessary physical and mental
rest, to say nothiag of religious worship, are all to be
thruwn to the winds in order thas the telephone people
may catch a few stray dollars, and enable greedy,
unsccupulous traders to steal a march upoa thew
more reasopably dispos 1 neighboum by getting the
start of them in closing ba.gains, or in seeing how
stocks are going. 1tis possible that it may be pleaded
that such an anmangement as the one proposed will
be very useful for those who have sick friends about
whose wellare they are anxious, and with whom they
can talk all the morning. Nay, we can evea imayine
that the opportunity for sermon-hearing will be
pleaded, for Mammean has always been impudentand
hypocritical even to shamelessness. But all these
and such like excuses, if they are pleaded at all, are
mere subterfuges to hide in some =neasuve-the hard,
cold, disagreeable fact that even the smallest amount
of physical rest from otdinary toil is gauged by those
whose one thought by day a«d dream by right is to
make money, but wlether honestly and honourably
or the reverse seems a matter of very small moment.

The late Dr. Armold, of Rugby, used to say that he
trembled for his country when he read the prophecies
of the Old Testament anG remem?ered that God was

Just, because in these wiitings were depicied a state

of sociaty veiy similar to that whish prevailed in the
England of his day, and all his historlcal readings
and ponderings led kim to the conclusion that such
courtss persisted i, whether among the Jews or any
other people, led in due time to social lock and ul.
timate utsorder and revolution, Our great trading
companies, and many Individuals as well, equally
unscrupulous, with thelr bullet-headed, superciliously
godless greed ¢7 gain, may smile contemptuously at
the idea of Ola Testament prophecies having any ap.
plication to ther. and their ways of working, and may
in their own foolish, feather-headed fashion, talk of ta.
naticism and narruw.mindedness when any attempt is
made, as they phrass it, to ¢ clog the wheel of busi.
arss ™ and thus retatn intact to the tuiling millions the
sacred Linl-aihical thele woekiy rest. But all this
affected Indifference and contempt—the offspring at
once of godlessness and greed—will not keep the in.
teiligent, right-thinking Christtans of Canada from
protesting ayainst all such short-sighted and nationally
injurioun proceedings, or fram doing anything in their
power to expose the hypacrisy and prevent the wrong.

We, at any rate, know no sensitiveness about quot.
ing O1d Testament prophecies, and cannot evea
imagine ourselves making an apology for referting to
such an ancient and with ton many such an antiquated
book as the “\WVord of God,” Some people say the
O!d Testament Is too old-—one rather prominent
litleratenr, who virtually claims omntscience, if not a
geod deal more, has recently, in a foolishly oiacular
fashion, evon recommended Chrissians to repudiate
it altogether on account of what he calls the “tribal
religion® which he says it teaches § but with those who
study that Book in either a devout or an intelligent
spirit, it will always have a strangely modern char-
acter, as when it falls it wil! carry the “ New™ along
with it to the grave.

Wiil the managers of telephones, telegraphs, rait.
ways, taverns, candy shops, etc., who are all ¢* irsting
for ample liberty to ply their trades on every uay of
the week, allow us to quote a passage which they
might all be the better for -tudying, and which we
have no doubt is new to most of them, if not to all?—

*Hear this, O ye that swallow vp the needy, even to
make the poor of tae land to fall, uyﬂ\g t ‘\When will the
new moon be gone, that we may sell comn? and the Sab-
bath, that we may sct forth whesat, making the ephah
srecll and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by
deceit 2 that we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy
for & pair of shoes ; yen, and sell the refyse of the wheat?
The &:d hath awom by the excellency of Jacob, Sur's I
will never forget any of their works, Shall not the und
tremble for this, acd every onemoumn that dwelleth therein ?
and it shaliviw up wholly as a flood, and it shall be castout
and drowned, as by the flood of Epypt, And it shall come
10 pass in that day, ssith the Lord God, thatI will cause che
sun to go down at noon, and ! will darken the earth in the
clear day ; and I will turn your feusts into mourning and all
your songs into lamentatic~ § r.ad I will bring up sack.
cloth upon all loins, and ba: ess upon every head ; and 1
will make *: as the mourning of an only scn, and the end
thereof as a bitter day.”

Small wit and enormous self-conceit, with the due
modicum of profanity, may make merry at the idea of
Jewish times or Bible warnings having anythingto do
with modern ways and modern woikings. Nay, they
fead men to say with Claverhouse, * To man we can
be rsponsible, and as for God we shall take Him in
out own hands ;* but all that will not change the
facts, and will not make it less true that certain ways
of individual or united action have still in the present
day, as they have had in d..ys gore Ly, 2 natural and
pecessary tendency to produce not only an enormous
amount of personal sufferiog and degradatton, but, if
persisted in, to issue in social confusion and national
ruin.

MRS, STRETTON'S new story, “Cobwebs and
Cables” is comm=nced in this issue,

ON the evening of Monday last, the Rev. Principal
Grant lectured in Shaftesbury Hall, in this city, under
the aaspices - ‘he Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion. His subje.t was “ Joseph Howe, the Canadian
Politician and Man of Letters.”

SOMEBODY who has : Lking for figuresshould com-
pile 2 statement shewing at a bird’s.eye visw how
rauch the Churches of the Dominion do for missionary
purpotes. Probably the exhibit would make some
people feel uneasy, but that would *e a good kind of
feeling for them to bave. The troub.e just now is that
they fzel foo easy about gucb matters, QOur pigh-
bours across the lines surpass all other Christians in
gaiting up comparisons of this sort. From some

!

statistics Iately published, 1t seems that the Methodist
Church North has a8 membership of 2,700,000, These
followers of Waesley raise annually for Home aad
Foreiga Mission purposes $36200¢c  The member-
ship of the Presbyterian ;Cuurch learth is 81,000,
These followers of Calvin tatse for the sama purposes
$738,744. That Is to say, there are three times as
many Methodists as Presbyterians, but the Presby-
terians raise for Mission purposes nearly $100,002
more than their Methodist neighboura. Clearly the
doctrine of predestination does not prevent these
Anerican Caleinlsts from using means. [t never does.

DR. PARKER, of the City Temple, puts these pointed
questions to preachers .~" Kaw do you sfcak? Do
you make a tumbling noise in the back of your mauth
as if you had bronchitis, and were smothering your
bronchial tubes with cotton wool? 1l you speak with
the wisdom of men apad of angels, the cotton wool will
beat yow” True, every word of it. Hundreds of
good sermons aze lessened in their effects by this
kind of * cotton wool.” There is another d fliculty
Just now, however, against which too many preachers
have 10 contend—nver-heated and badly venulated
places of worship, There are not many preachers in
Canads who cannot remember schacl-houses and
smali churches in which they labeured and perspired
until neatly fainting. It requites an extraordinary
amount of grace to keep a preacher in & proper frame
of mind while he wa:ches a church cfficial put more
fuel in the stove when the room is already teventy de-
grees ‘00 hot. The idea of preaching effectively in
such an atmosphere is out of the question, The peo-
ple go to sleep, and the preacher has a heavy cold on
Monday. Paul could not keep a congregation awake
and interested in some churches, The average
preacherisnot allowad togo around on Saturday and
sraash the windows, as Spurgeon is teported to have
doneto a church that the deacons refused to ventilate.
By 2}l means let people have plenty of fresh airas well
as a free gospel. The two things go well together,
and there is not much use in preaching to a con-
gregation stupid with foul air, and sweltering in heat.
At such a service there is always more perspiration
than inspiration,

MR. Q. B. FROTHINGHAM, leader of the free think-
ers in the United States, has decided to offer no
further opposition to the Christian religion. Mr,
Frathingham tells his friends that he has not re-
canted ; he does not believe in revealed religion any
more than he ever did, tut he thinks that, afier all,
there may be some truth in Christianity, and he has
therefore determined to cease opposing and wait for
light. Evidently hir. Frothingham did not like some
of the company he got into since he so ostentatiously
dropped the title *Reverend,” He says, * Such
men as came forward as teachers in the free-thought
movement were out-and-out materialists ,® and %a
dead materialism” he says, “ he abhors as deeply as
any evangelical clergyman he knows® Well, it has
always been so. Men whogo off at atangent always
do get into queer company. Heterodoxy, like poverty
and politics, causes a man to have strange bedfellows,
Mr. Frothingham says :—

¢ The creeds of to-day do not seem in my eyes to be o
wholly groundle«s as they were then, and w{ilel believe the
reext hundred years will see great changes in them, I do not
think that they are destined 10 disappear. Tosum up the
whole matter, the work which I bave been domg appears to
lead tc nothing, and may have been grounded upon mise
taken premises.  Therefote it is better 1o stop; but I do
not want to give the impression that I recant anything ; 1
simply stop denying and wait for mere light.”

Instructive words these, and none the less jo~-uc.
tive for their tone of sadness. The work which Hr,
Frothingham has been doing appears to lead to noth-
ing, and the “crecds” do not seem so wholly ground.
less as they once did. Quite so. Free-thinking
leads to nothing but odious materialism, and the men
with the creeds not only do work which leads to some-
thing, but even the creeds themselves improve en
acquaintance. All this has been said 2 hundred times
by orthodox men and orthodox inurnals, but it is just
the very thing that Mr. O. B. Frothingham and the
class be represents have been vigorously denying,
Mr. Frothingham says when he was in Eurape uaely
“ Evangelical religion was stronger, and the c™urches
bexter filled ; there was more of the religious-spirit
abread than when he was there twenty years ago.”
He also says “revealed religion” is stronger here
than it was twenty years ago. No Coubt ofit. Free-
thinking hurts its owa disciples most.



