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 Glory to God in the highest, andsgp Eurth peace, good will toward men.”
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BIOGRAPHY.
CHARACTER OF THE Rev. JOUN WESLEY.

Tho following boautiful portrait of Mr. Wesloy
was drawn by a masterly hand, It appeared soon
after his death, in a very respeetable publication;
aud was afterwards inserted in Woodfull’'s Diary,
Joue 17, 1791 from whence it is taken, with but
one or two trifling altecations.

« His indefatigable zeal in the discharge of his
duty has been long witnessed by the world; butas
maukind are not .'iways inclined to rut a geuerous
co.struction on the exortion of singular talents, his
wintives were imputed to tho love of ropulnrity,
ambition, and lucre. It now appears that he was
actuated by a disinterested regard to tho immortal
intercst of mankind. e laboured, and studied, and
preached, what he belicved to bu the Gespel of
LChrist.  Tho intervals of these engagements wore
employed in governing and regulating tho concerns
of his numerous socicties; assisting the necessities,
solving the difficulties, and soothing the afilictions
of his hearers.  }o observed so rigid a temperance,
and nllowed himself so little repuse, that he seemed
to be above the infirmities of nature, and to nct in-
dependent of the oarthly tenement ho occupied.—
Tha recital of the occurrences, of every day of his
life would be the greatest encomivm.

« ad ho loved wealth, he might haye accumu-
fated without bounds. lad bie beea fond of puwer,
his inltucnce would have heen worth courting by
any party. I do notsay hie was without ambition;
e hiad that which Ghritianity need not blush at. 1
do not mean, that which is grauficd by splendour
and Jarge possessions ; but that which commands the
hearts and affections, the homage and gratitude ot
thousands. For Lim they felt sentimente of vener-
ation, only inferior to thoso which they puid to
heaven; to him they looked as their father, their
bonefactor, their guide to glory and immorzalit; : -
for him titey fell prostrate before God, with prayers
and tears, to spare his doom, and prolong his stay.
Such a recompence as this, is sufficien 0 repay the
tuils of the longest life.  Short of this, greatness is
contemptible impotence. Before this, lofty prelates
bow, and princes udo therr dununshed heaus.

* His zeal was not a transient blaze, but a steady
and coastant flame. The ardour of s spirit was
neither damped by difficulty nor subducd by age.—
This was aseribed by hlmscff to the power of vine
graco; by the world to cathustasm. Be it what it
will, it is what plilosophers must cuvy, znd infidels
rospect; it is tllx, ¢ which gives energy to the soul,
and without which there can be no greatncss or he-
roisw.

“Why should we condemn that in religion, which
wo applaud iu every other professiou or pursuit -
He had a vigour and clevation of mind, which no-
thing but tho belicf of the Diviue favour and presence
could insplre. This threw a lustre round lus infirm-
ities, changed his bed of sickness into a trivmphal
car and 'nade his erit resomble an apotheosis rather
thea a dissolution.

*He was qualificd to excel inevery branch of liter-
aturo: He was well versed in the learned tongues, in
metaphysics, in oratory, in logic, in critism, and
overy requisite of a christian minister.  His style
was nervous, clear, and manly 3 lus preachmg was

athetic and persuasive; his Journals are ardess and
inleresting; and his composition. and compilations
to promoto koowledge and piety were almost innu-
merable.

*] do not say ho was without faults, or above
mistakes, but they were lost in the multitude of bis
exceliencies and virtues.

#To gain tho admiration of an ignorant and su-
perstitious age, requircs vnly a litte artifice and ad-
dress; to stand tho test of these times, whon all pre-
tonsions to sanctity are stigmatized as hypocrisy, is
2 proof of gequine picty, uud real uscfulness. ™ His

1great object was, to rovive the obsolete doctrines,

and extinguished spirit of the Church of Lngland ;
and they who are its fiiends, cunnot be bis onemes.
Yetfor chis ho was treated as a fanatie and impostor,
and exposed to every-species of slunder and perso-
cution.  Even bishops and dignitaries eutered the
hists against him 5 bat he never declined the combat,
and generally proved victorious.  Ho appealed
the Ilomiiies, the Atvicles, aud the Seriptures, as
vouchers for his doctrine ; and they who could not
decido upon the merits of the contioversy, were
witnesses of the cffects of his labours; and they
judged of the tree by its fruit. It is true, ho did not
succeed much in the higher walks of life; but that
impeached his eause no more than it did tho first
planters of the gospel.  However, if lio had heen
cupable of assumung vamty on that score, he might
rank among his fiicuds some persons of the first dis-
tinction, who would have done honouy to any party.
After surviving almost all his adversarics, and ac-
quiring respect among those who were the most
distant from bis principles, he lived to see the plant

Sacred 1o the Memory
Of the Rev. JOHN WESLEY, M. A.
Sometime Fellow af Linceln Collago, 0zford.
A Manin Learniag and sincere Piety,
Scarcaly inferior te any :
1n Zeal, Ministor1al Labours, and ve Useful
Superior (perhaps) to all Mon
Sinco the days of St. Paul.

Regardiess of Faugue, porsonal Danger, and Disgrace,
Ho went out into the bighways and hedges,
Calling Sinners to Repentance,

And preaching ** ~ Gospel of Peace.

Ho was the Founder of the Mothodis: Sociaties,
The Patron and Friend of the Lay-Preachers :

By whaso aid he agtended tho Plan of Iunerant preaching,
Through: Great Britain and Ircland,

The West Indies and America,

With unexampled Success.

Ho was born June 17th, 1708,

And died March 24, 1791,

In suro and certain hope of Eternal Lifo
Throughthe Atonement and Mediation of a Crucified Saviour.

he had reared, spreadumg ts branches far and wide,
and mviting not only these kingdums, but the West-
ern world, torepose under its shade. Nesect, smee
of such extensive taleats and endowments. If he
had been a candidate for litemrfv fame, he unght
have succeeded to his utmost wishes ; but he sought
not the praise of man; he regarded learning only as

his life was doing good.  For this he reliuquished all
honour and preferment; to this he dedicated all
the powers of body and mind; atall times apd in all
places, in season and vut of season, by gentleuess,
by terror, by argument, by persuasion, by rcason,
by interest, by every mctive and every inducement,
ho strove with unwearied assiduity, to turn men
from the error of their ways, and awaken them to
virtue and religion.  To the bed of sickness, or the
couch of prosperity : to the prison, the hospital, the
house of mourning. or the house of feasting, wherc-
over there was a friend to scrvo, or a soul to save,
he readily repaired; to administer assistance or ad-
vice, reproof or ¢onsolation. . To thought no office
too humiliating, no condescension too fow, no un-
sdertaking too arduous, to reclaim tho meanest of
God’s offspring. The souls of all men were equally
precious in hic sight, and the value of an immortal
ercature hoyond all estimation.  Ho penetrated the
abodes of wretchedness and ignorance, o rescue
the profligare frem iguorance ; and be communicated
the light of life to those who sat in darkness and the
shadow of dezth.  He changed the outcasts of soci-
oty into useful members; civilized even savages, and
filled those lips with prayer and praise, that had been
accustomed only to onths and imprecations. Butas
thestrougest religious impressions are apt to become
languid, without discipline and practice, he divided
his people into clesses and bands, according to therr
attainments.  He appointed frequent meetings for
prayer and conversatiun, where they gave an ac-
count of their experience, their hopes and feurs,
their joys and troubles: by which meaws they were
united 10 each other, and to their common profes-
sion. They became centinels upon cach other's
conduct, and securities for cach other’s character.
Thus tho seeds he sowed sprang up and flourished,
bearing the rich fruits of every graco and virtwe.—
Thus hie governed and preserved his numerous soci-
eties, watching their improvement with a paternal
mxrlc' and encouraging them to bo faithful v, the
end.

« But I will not attempt to draw his “u.l charac-
ter, nor to estimate the exteat of his lah. urs and ser-
viees.  They will be hest known wher he shall de-
liver up his comuwis. a into the haud of Ius great
Master.”

A Tablet to Mr. Wesloy's memory is placed en
the left side of the communion-table of the New
Chapol in the City-road, beariog the following in-
scription i—

tho first ages of Christianity, could boast a founder

the instrument of usofulness.” Tho great purpose of

Ho was sixty-fivo ycars in the Miuwstry,
And fifty-two an Itinerant Preacher.
Ho lived to sce in theso Kingdoms only,
Abocut three hundred Itineraot
Ard a thousand Local Preachers,

Raised up from the midst of his own People,
And cighty thousand Persons in the Socictics ander hus care.
His name will ever bo bad in grateful Remembrasco
By all who rejoico in tho uoiversal Spread.

QF the Gospel of Christ.

Soli Deo Gloria.

CATHOLIC QUESTION.

LETTER FROM LIVERPOOL CLERGYMEN,
13 OPPOSITION TO THE CATHOLIC CLALNS.

The following Cirenlar Lelter from secerel Cler-
gymen of Liverpool and the neighbourhood has found.
i18 way iato the papers. He hure commented ugron ul
elsewchere :

(cincoran.)
Liverpool, Feb. 12, 189.

Mr Lonp,—The question of Roman Catholic
Emancipation, to which every reflecting mind
the land is directed, has necessarily produced an
interest unequalled in its intewsity by any former ob-
jectof Legislative interforence, because no former
measure has ever been fraught with consequences
so truly and so dcclgly motnentous to the interest
and security of the I tish nation. .
Hitherto the subject has. been viewed, chiefly
with reference to its political expedicney—a- stana-
ard the most inadequate and unsatisfactory. Tho
following view may possibly havo escaped your
lordship’s notice, and it1s thereforo most respect-
fully submittec o your considcration.

If the Biblr  -utain the true sayings of God, it is
certain that « 2igns as the Governor among tho
uations—that he judgeth them in the present world,
according 1o their wwerks; oxalting tho righteous,
and pouring the judgments of his wrath upon the
apostate aud tho wicked. This solemn fact stands
promincntly forth in the sacred record. It is unveil-
cd in tho dealing of the Most High with the ancicn:
ratons of the w rld: and the history of modern
kingdoms, cven within the remewbrance of this
gencratiop, lends to it an awful confirmation. If
theso things may not bo contradicted, it folpws,
that the stability and welfare of an empire depéad
upop the con”y mity of its Legistatare and 2dwinis-
tration to the will of God, revealed in scripture.
Apd wherefors " as it happened, that, whilo other
nations havt <en convulsed and revolutiopized, .
this country has been preserved from the fury of thoe
oppressor, and " 23 heen regarded as the rofuge of a
groaning world 1 Surcly beeauso qur fathers, who
trusted in God, framed tho British Constitution upon
the modcl of his word, and made allits functions

breathe a spirit of dependence vpon Him,



