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deposit hier eggs, she ioves about uneasily fromi
tree te tree, umail she discovers a nest frorn which.
the rightful owner is absent at the moment, and
then quietly dropB in hier eg,,g anid flies off.

It neter deposits more than one egg in the
saie nest, althougli it is probable it thus leaves
several in different nests. The birds employed
as foster parents are ail sinailer than the Cow
1Buntmng. The Chipping Sparrow, the Maryland
Yellow Throat, and some of the sinailer species
of Fly Catcher, are amnong those thus favoured-
the Chipping Sparrow, perhaps, most frequeiltly
so with us. The eg-g of the Cow Bunting is a
pale, greyish bie, sprinkUed with uniber brown
dots and shor streaý-s, more nurnerous towards
t1 e larger end.

As the young Cow birdgrows up, it is provided
for by its foster parents wvith ail the- care and

asIdu thtwudb displayed towards their
it ontnue to befedby its affectionate guar-

dians. Frequently where, the Chippi2ngSparrow%
hias been the foster parent, the tiny littie bird
inay ho seen carefuily placing some choice worm,
or dainty insect in the open inouth of ifs great
cluinsy, fluttering iurslinc, nearly haif as big
again as itself, whose sooty brown colour, as weil
as its size, offers a curions contrast to the deli-
cately mnarked plumage, and prebty slender forma
of its foster inother.

The plumage of the Cow ]3lackbird, in its
aduit state, is brownish black on the head and
neck, glossed with blue and purple tints. The
female is a duskry browni.

As the month draws near to its elosei the
power of the sun becomes sensibly feit, and ln
spite, of cold winds and an, occasional night's
frast, there, ia an increasing mlldness in the
atinosphere, and a perceptible advance iu vege-
tation. Thon corne the lhrst warmn spring show-
ers, maklng thc- air soft and babny, and fifllng it
'with a peifume, of young leaves, and opeming
blossoma, and springing herbage.

The birds are ail jubilant. The Robiu and
the Bluebird, the Song Spsrrow sud ail its
kriucred, are heard ralslng their glad voices in
every direction, frein wood ai field; and hark!
'what cheery twitteri note is that above our
heads? The Swailows have corne, and despite of
the old adage, we ara ready to, welcome the
arrivai of these "1harbingers of siumer"' as a
sure pledga that ail froat and cela are over, and
warnxth and sunshiue wlnow ho ours.

The firat te maire their appearance of the
Sivailow tribe are generally the Wbite-belliedl
Swaw and the ?urp]e Martin. Tho two
resemble each other very much in many of their
habits, but the White-bellied Swallow (Hi rtido
Ricolor) is probably the most pugnacious and
quarrelsome of its apecies. It seems to be ini a
constant stato of warfare ivith its cousins, the
Martizis and Baru Swailows. In the country,
this Swailow gencrally prefers a hollow tree
wheroin to, build its nest, which is of a globular
forin, composedi of fine grasses, and lined with
ferthers of various birds ; butinu towns it wii
ftequently resort te, the boxes or "b ird-keuses"

wbich have been erected for the accomtmodation
of sucli feathered visitant,%, in the saine marier
as the Purpie Martin.

The fight of the White-beflied Swailow Io ex.
freinel,'y graceful and rapid, and &it is easdly re-
cugnized by the pure glistering white o! the
lower part of the breast and belly.

The Purpie Martin (Hirundo -Purpurea) à
wel known to ail dweilers, both iu trowu aujd
country, as the constant tenant of the nuniroui i
bird-boxes or siwallow houses which are erected
allie on the siga board o! the village inn, or on,
sone out-building iu the far-y ad, or in the
crowded streets of the populous city.

It is a bold handsome bird, fearlesa of ~if i
other birds, attacking even hawks or crows wheu t1
they corne lu its way, and always friendly and '
familiar with an. They seem te become a! i
tached to particulaz lucalities, and selduxufu
to returu te the saine boxes or " bird luouse3!
te build tlieir nests, and rear their young, sci.
son after season.

The plumage of the Purpie Martin is î>ecuàa
arly soft and silky-of a deep blackish blue,
with intense purpie and blue reflections.

The Barn Swallow (Hiruitdo Just ira), andtà?
Chimney Swailow (Hirundu -Pelasgics>, aise ar4 P
r-iva before the end of the naouth.

Tho former lose. but littie turne after thtz
arriva in preparing for the duties o! lnunbatiùs.

.After they have revisited their usual hauntj
aud exaailued their lat year's tenements unde
the eaves o! the barn, or the aide o! a beam CI
rafter o! some cattle.a-hed or out-building.,,te
hetake theinsel vos tu the xnargin of the nearesi
streamn or pond, where they form saui peUezi
of mud or molat oarth, whichthey carry lu theu
bils te the chosen spot.

They dispose of these peilets in regular lyax,H
mni x.ilug thcm, with bits of grass, until it forais à
fabrie of somietianes nearly two pounds wexght
Within this shel of mud. is arrangea, a tbick bci
of dried grasses, over which a i laplaceda à <
quantity of large soft feathers. The oggs, frûea
four te six lu number, are white, apoi±ed vitü H
reddish brown. The plumage of the Baina c
Swailow is very baand omo. The anterior pzi
o! the foroeal la bright chestnut, the restc4i
the head, back of the nocir, deep glossy blue- J
gosed wit hestbne, on theower ar of tac
tbost biht estnbu, anth bod bu of bla
ueck.- The back snd arnailer wing coverta, dec?
bine, quill feathers and tali brownlsh biack3 tu
latter with a white spot on the inner web of e'
foathor, exceptiug the two miuddle onca.

The protty littie Sand Martin (flirunde RB t
paria), or Bankr Swallow, cornes te, us sometimei h
ove» earlierthanthe Barn Swalcarorthe Martmn. T
Jts flight la oxcoedingly llght, and gracefl,
and capable of great coutiaxuauce. As they pa
cure their food more comniaonly than the othe E
species, along the nmarg'.ns, or ove» the suri=c Io
of pools, lakes or rivers, they inay constant1y lx
ho seen skixnming rapidlly over the xrater, lu pu-. vu
suitoflunsects, or ciipping and batbing onthwin. =e
Whenever sand banks or artificial excavation co
sucli as railway cuttinga occur, theze birds ar, th
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