
OLD TfESTAMJENTI IDXW CECS

'Science itself, nioreover. tells ils thiat thie hcavcîîlv bodies
wvoul(l 1e visible on the Cartîhs surface oillv ait a perioci long,
subscc1 uent to its formation, whIin its atniosplierc liad lia(l timie
to clear -if thick vapours, Nvith the graduil fail of temiperature
of the licatcd globe. ()nly thiat it w'ould prove too nmuchi,
thcre mi-ght bc somne grouind for clailiingi this. as an anticipa-
tion of science, rether thani as out of harionyr %vith ils teaclh-
ing. CcrtainilY, no0 one w~ho is flot detcrinied to find fauît,

necd lhave any -ifcut ii rconciling tlîcm w'itli eachi otlier.
2. A more famus, andi. ou the face of it, a, muchi more se-

rions astronomnical (lifflcultv is the statenîcut as to the sun and
nîoon standling still at the bidding of Joshula (losh. 10:i2-14),

in order thlat the Tsraclitcs nighit hav'e full opportuniitv to an-
nililiate thecir eneinies aftcr ici battie. l adldition to tlhe as-
tronionîical difficultv pure and simple. we apl)arClitly have tie
introdluction o! a nio-st stupeiî<lous miracle. whicli, accordîng to,
ail ordinarv laws, muiist have derangcd the %vhole univ'erse. and
thiat for a l)altry purpose altogether iniconceîi'abic on God's

l)art. It is .lot to bc wvondcred at, perlmaps. that such an accui-
niulatioù o! difficulties shoufl have caused mnuch p)erpllexitv,
amicl thiat this pcrplcxity bas miot, vct altoge ther disappcared
fron the ordinarv iiniid. Enldless suggrestions bave been miade
for its solution. But as usulal. the truc explanation is a ver".

simple olie, and lies icar at hiand. The w'hiole statenient Ï-S
niotingi, more thian a poctical version o! thc fact, that the day
almiost -unecxlectedIlv prov'cd long cnughr for the Israclitcs 4o
conlipîcte the destruction of thecir focs. Thie vcry contcxt ex-
plains that it is a quotation froin the book of Jashar. o! whichi
aliost flic oly thinig wC 'e koiv is thiat it w~as a Collection of i-
tiommal songs. No one lias ever pretcnded to have (lifficIltV

about thle stateniient mamde ini thc song o! l)cborahi (ludgcs 5
20) tliat "thîev fou-h roihaven; tule stars in thecir courses

foughit against Sisera ." It is an obvious aillusion to sonie
imatural occurrence, such as a storni, on the dlay o! thc battle,
wliici -was advecrse to the vaniquislicd. If the whiolc of thc song
r-clating to Toshlilua's v'ictory liad beei preserv'cd, Ulic nicanling
of the figurative language hecre, ini its original sctting, wvould


