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theory so casily and naturally, and the
iden of it was so completely incorporat-
ed into current Jewish thought. that the
Jewisi converts to Christlanity were
strongly disposed to earry it over bodily
into the Chureh, and insist tha. there
too the Gentiles should be Lorn again
as children of Abraham, in order to en-
joy its privileges., The theaght was
familinr enough therefore to them all
And as this national new birth always
had with them a distinctly religious idea
attached to it. Jesus could the more
naturally use it in 2 more spiritual sense
as indicating the necessary conagition
of entrance to lis kingdom.

The Jewish custom may still further
explain the language of Jesus  here.
When such a proselyte was admitted to
the synagogue, he was baptized with
water, in token that his past life was
washed away and lieneceforth he was to
regard himself as a new man. &t least
that custom obtained at a later time,
and probal)l,\: had come into use before
the Christian era. Thelr antagonism to
Christianity would hardly . ice allowed
them to adopt it at any later period.
In fact, it ultimately led to their dis-
.continuance of the practice. In a very
natural way. both John the Baptist and
Jesus had already approprizted it as
the outward sign of discipleship. It is
not strange, therefore, that He should
speak of this new birth as being “ by
water.” Not of course that there was
any virtue in the water of baptism to
qualify a man for admisslon into the
Kingdom. It only expressed and “sym-
bolized the change tbat was supposed
already to have taken place. The real
agent ia that change is the Spirit, that
is, the Spirit of God.

Taking this as the origin of the figure,
we get at ohce some very obvious sug-
sestions as to the nature of the change
expressed by it, and as to the necessity
for the change.

1. Negatively, it is not onc which
makes 4 man a new personality distinet

from what he was before.

Change ofmore what it has.
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nationglity does no: destroy identity ;
neither does regeneration.

2. Nor s it 2 change which affects the
constitution of his nature. It adds no
new faculty or power of mind over and
above those he had bLefore. His facul-
ties may be uved in a different way
and for different objeets, but they them-
selves remain the same.

3. Nor on the other hand does it con-
sist in any mere change of outward
association. A foreigner may be almost
a lifetime in a country and continue an
alien to ihe end, though enjoying many
of its advantages and the protection of
its laws. 1t is a good thing 1o bLe con-
nected with the Chureh in association
withh its membership. It may lead to
the deeper change, but it is not to be
confounded with it

4. To turn to the positive aspect of it:
like naturalization it consists mainly in
a change of allegiance. 1t is a necessity
of human nature that every man should
serve somebody or something.  There
must be some dominant interest or mo-
tive that controls and gives shape to
character.  Not that one can always
casily discover what it is. Men have a
most persistent tendencey to conceal the
secret of their lives-sometimes appar-
ently from a desire to get credit for
more than they deserve, sometimes ap-
parently that they may seem to be con-
tent with less than their due. and often
for no conscious reason at all. Nor do
they only mislead others ; thiey deceive
themselves. But they do not change the
fact thereby or render it the less certain
that they are under the control of ome
ruling thought. One man lives that he
may gratify his appetites. He knows
no higher aim or cad in life. The mo-
tive of all his plans and of all his work
is that he may get the wherewithal to
satisfy the flesh. Whetber he doos
right or wrong, whether he indulges
himself or restrains himself, the reason
is still the same—that appetité may Lave
more to enjoy, or that it may cunjoy the
Another lives for




