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whenever 1 pîcase to contract it, or let it loose----openi the door or shut it. I
inust mention one miore strange fact about niy liouse-it lias but onie roc'J/z.'
Please do tiot take t his as an indication of poverty, for it is liot so i happen
to bc cllaifle( tu both w~alls and could not visit. or uise, other appartnlients if

1 had themn. \Von will notice, thereforc, that in une way I live a very solitar%
life- - 1 can neither go out tu eveîiing p)arties, tior receive visits frotu rny

relations. But life is flot that solitary afier al], for ur people congregate in
large nations, and swarmi even in larger multitudes than the Chinese. And
then, it wc: do not hiappen to l>e stuck to a rock, or a log of wood, we can
%walk about, without (cet or legs, by the rap)id opening, and sliutting of the
two walls of our houses.

How did I coic tu live, mnove, and have a l>eîng ? NNcll I scarcelY
know. Nor have niv etinîîies, who claimi to, know so mucli about nie, settued
that natter as yet atiînng thenmselves. TJhey seeni to have decîded, howevcr,
thai. there arc neither laidies tior. getit/eili. in the Qyster world, and, conse-

<îueîitly, wu know nothing of the swect bliss of courtship, or the agonies of
mnarriage. but, stranger still, they secun Lu have decided that, sonietimnes, I

arn a gentleman and sumietimnes a lady, anîd that, ail things considered, I arn
/'olh ladi' and <-ent/emian wrappcd up iii one '

My parent had a very l:«/ i/- ouwoiîld scarcely credit mle if« 1
told you how large. That of the " old wornan who lived iii a shioc," was
nothing to it. WVc sp)rang from tiny yellow eggs, which our parent firsit
deposited, and then hiatched, within the *folds of that wonderful «"miantie.'*
Sone who pretend tu know declare that there were not fewer than i oo,ooo
eggs iii that «"nîanînle.** Others say there were 200o,ooo ,but a big (;ernan,
flot to bc heaten, says there were at least 10,000,o00 '-surely, lie hiad for-
gotten bis multiplication table. At any rate, w~e were kept within the folds
of the "mnantie " until we sti up izouse for ourselves. We were able to do
this when we were very yuung and very srnall. I tell you, if you could only
have looked upon ou r " bank, "as you cal it, you would have seen a wonder-
fully husy world. Whiy, whole nationisof us were born in aday! For miles
arounid the very waters wcrc literally darkened with us, as we went waltzing
about like moins of living dust. WVe had a grand tirne of it, dancing round
and round, for a few days, among waves, and rocks, and Iogs, and sea weed.
Now, and again, wc were more than a littie aanrzed as foc after foc attenmpted
to make a mneal of us. At such times we would scamper off to ur parent
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