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beat of three hundred millions of people, comprising the
Romnan Empire. But the Babe, wvhose infant cry blcnded
with the bleating of the sheep, and the iowing of the kine, is
to dispiace Ronie. Juno, Venus, Baclius and Diana have
1led as fabled spectres vanish before the dawn. The colossal
character lias appeared and is announced by Johin as the one
that shall hereafter baptize wvith the Holy Ghiost and with
tire. God lias baptized His people in the surging sea and in
the cloud. .John bias baptizeci the repenting throng in the
lhistorie Jordan. But Jesus cornes to, baptize His people into
the personal Spirit and yoke absolute impotence to absolute
omnipotence.

(B) The Baptized.
Accordingr to the record, Johin was careful not to baptize

ail whio came to him, irrespective of their Spiritual condition.
Hie drove the Phiarisees and Sadducees away with the sting-
in1g lasli. «'O generation. of vipers, who bias warned you to
fiee from the wrath to corne ?" His baptism was given to re-
pentant souls and wvas a public testim-ony that a gracious
work hiad been donc. In the ordinance of baptism, all we
have to (Io is to provide the candidate, and so in the Lord's
baptisin, Hie is the baptizer. 11e provides the oceanic font.
Hie provides the robes, by the washing of regreneration, woven
in the loonis of atoning love and grace, and litted in the newv
birth by the Hoiy Gliost.

This wonderful, wonder working baptisrn is n~o where
pronîiised to, nor en.joined upon impenitent souls; neither is it
bestowed upon the people of God who are living in Sodomn;
nor is it possible to the Christians who are living in Zoar.
But it is for those who are born of the Spirit and walking in
the lighit. It is not an uncommnon thing in Spirit anointed
tuachîing, to fid unconverted church mnibers, boru of Godi
in thecir search for the baptisini of fire and not a few, Chiris-
Mians restored froin an inw'ard, if not an outwvard life, of back-
slidingr and camnai insecurity.

We are almnost persuaded that the baptismn Jesus came to,
administer, is a very rarely possessed grift. XVben we put
the straiglit edge of fuit crbed Bible regreneration on Mie
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