PLEABANT HOURS.

ONLY A PENNY.
NELLIR X,

: AMDMA, I've only a jeuny,”
pi¢! I heard a wee gitl ny, )
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g " Aud it seens 30 very littla

For me to give away.”

) N “Togive away 1 where1* said mamma,
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Wby, don’t you understand !
I want ever 80 much money
For our new miwsion band,

Bl There's a lot of little heathons

o & country far away,
Who don't know hardly auything,
Not even how to pray

" A+ we do Lere, Thuir gods, you see,
Are made of stono sud wood ;
Thoy'ro tanght all kinds of wicked things,
Aund 20 thoy are not good,

“We are going to send them Bibles,
So they'll kaow the God wo do;
And when thoy read how good he s,
They'll love our Juu.n too.

%And then they'll all be heppy,”’
Said the child in swest content,
' Bat it takes a lot of monoy,
And I only have a cent.

“]{ it wera ouly a fivo.cent piece
it wonld not iook 20 amall ;
But it scoms as if a peony
Was not aryching at all,”

“My dear,” said hor mamma quistly,
Though a smile o’er her featurea played,
"You s1y yon have only a penny;
Of what sro dollars madet "

"Of cents,” siid the little maiden,
“Thea, darling, don't you see
That it thezo were no panniocs,

There wauld no dollers be ¢

“8appose thst cvery little girl
ghou)/’ say as y:m have done,
‘A pon- ='s such a tiny thing
it cun't help 2ny ons'—

“How many Bibles do you thick
That you would send away f
8o don’t destii:o the penrfes,
But save then day by day ;

| “And soon you'll find you have cnough

. For all you wui to do.
or in savmg up the peanics,
You save thc%olhn hoo."‘
—Children's Work for Children,

PLEASE ANSWER THESE
QUESTIONS. .

WasRE do you intend to spend your

B -eternity? You have been deciding

quations all your life; heve you
decided thisx one? Have you thought
that indeciston is decision? Chriat
siys “He that is not with me is
spainst me.”  Apply this test to your
life: are you for or sgainst himt If

]| jou do not choose to- love and- follow
k| Christ here, beaven wonld’ not be a

placa of happiness to you. What
Peasure cguld yon take in being
forever with the King to whose essy
yoko you will not now submity In
gis {1:':, ;lusb your soul be sttured to
venly music, or your eterni
discord, o

When do you expect to.diat  You

§i ceonot tell how eoan the time for you
| tochoose happinemaybsover. How
@1 many of those whom you have known,
% have gone from you when
a| expectedt it} God forbid that the one,

10y lessy

whose eyes now rest upon this page

N 1|-®oud be of thase who wait for & to-
i narow, which tkey ars never to. sea
Wi Today, put yourself in Christs hands

for lesnsing and guidance; then you
sgainst.bim who-has
loved you with an “everlasting lowe”
—vwha died that you might. live,

Do you say yom do not know howt
This is his own dircetiom.— Ask,

o8 24 it chall be given gou, ecek, and
70 shall nd; knock, and it £hall bs
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opened unto you: for overy ono that
askoth reociveth ; and he that soeketh
 findeth ; and to him that knocketh it
shall bo opened.” KHo docs not say
wait and it shall bs given you, bat
“pook” Who wails for wealth, or
honour, or power, or ploasure, to comse
tobim? Do wo not seek theso thingas !
How much more then, eternal life!
* For what shall it profit a man, if he
galn the wholo world and loss his
lifo}™

But if wo think of this lifo only and
not of that to come: are you happy,
are you satisfied? Burely hoe who
mado you understands you best. He
intended you to boa worker © together
with him” Your highest earthly
happiness will ba found only ia thws
service. ¢ Wherefore do ye spend
mouey for that which is not bread!
and your labour for that which satis-
fieth not1” You baveoften praved that
it satisfioth not. Try working for Ohrist
—with Chriet. © Whatsoever he eaith
unto you do it;” then you will have
satisfaction. Do not wait for some
myeterious influence to draw you
irresintibly towards Christ, Take him
at his word :—* Bahold I stand at the
door, and koock : if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will coms
in to him and will sup with him, and
ha withme.” ¢Him that cometh unto
me, I will in no wise cast out.” O, do
not put it of. Come to him now ; for,
‘“Now i the accepted time; now is
the day of salvation.”

One other rezson why you ghould
belong on the right side. Every day
your life touches other lives, and thess,
in tarn, other lives—a widening sixclo
of influence, Even when it may ba
farever too Iate for you to say, I
will eeek the Lord,” your inflasace
will gtill be going on. Which way kas
it beeni Which way will yoa kave
it for the future? Qod hes lsit this
matter for you to decide, Seitle it
now ; settle it right, M, C

JPicton, Ont. .

#LOOSE THEY, AND LET
THEM GO.”

Visirors to Yark MMinster, Eag-

land, will remembar the crppt which
is pointed out as the place in whi:h
the golden statuas of the twelve
Apoatlea were kepb, on sesing which
the sturdy old waxrior, Oliver Qrom-
well, uttered the scutence av the head
of thia paper. Of course the command
was obeyed, and immediately the
statues were removed and melted into-
coin which was patinto circulation for
the good of the realm.
. Are thers not thousends of valames
in aur Sorday-school Libraries, which
z:;e not even ueeful sadumamenht:. tar
oy are mo longer in demand,
been already resd; and they. smv::;%'
into & dark carner as useless lmmber,
and will soon. becoms mildewed and
may, be moth-eaten,

It we the authority of
Qlirer Oromwell, wo would issue onr
mardate and say,. ¢ Loose them, and
lot thom go.” Thers are many
schools il;&ha poumtDlocaliﬁ.sd aur
lurge and growing Dominion as well
as. in Newfonndland whers the sald
books. wouid be mosi gladly received.
Sinco the formstios of she Samnday-
school Relisf and Exteoslon Fuad of
tka Methodist. Qkurch. over ten thous-
anl volumea which were no lomger
noeded. in schoals, ‘perticulacdy I o
clia of Ontario and Qaebec a8 wow ea |

—

the Maritimé Provinoes, bhave been
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sent to localitios which, bat fur them,
would have been withont Bunday-
school lbraries.

Lot tho Bupoerintendents of Sunday
schools who may be repleniching thar
libraries this season, eond the bLooks
which thoy no looger requiro to the
Rev. Dr. Withrow, Mothodist Book
Room, Toronto, and ho will repair
such as msy bo somewhat worn or
dofaced, and, with tho addilion of a
tow now books, ho will send them forth
on thelr errands of metcy. Ho hagin
his possession wany lotrera which he
has recgived acknowledging the recelp:
of books thus sent among tho fishur-
rien of Newfoundland, thu poor strug-
gling eettlers in Afuskoka, and the
hardy pioneors of the great North-
West “Lyose them, and let them
go.” E. B.

AN ARAB BHEIK,
BY ANNETIE L. NOBLE,

Iy you were to visit an Arab town
(for ubout two-thirds of the Arab
race dwell In fixed abodes), you would
tind it a curious place. ¢ might bo
walled aboat with. a_low rampart of
sun-dried mud, with kers und thers &
wmud tower. Tho strests would be
found to wind irregularly between low
houses with fiat mud roofs, small win-
dows and nooutside ormaments. 1fis
were s town of_uny sizo, the brosdess
streat would be tho market-place; As
‘the colour of theas sum-dried mud houscs
is Iighs yellow, it is eaid that from =
distance tho town looks like a dust-
hesp in the centra of a ring of gardens
and paim trees,

Tho chiof room in an Arab’s houss
is the coflearoom, Itiafurnished with
-mats, cashions and a little farnxos for
mnking coftee. Hers the men meet,
and the womsen come sometimes if no
serangersara presmt.  Goesta are vory
‘cordially reczived, and an Arab host i
extromely polite according to hiy na-
tional ides of politenegs. e naver
asks a guest whero he is going or
.whence be came or how long he will
remain,

Arab cooking ix very simplo , course
ground wheat cooked tn butter; a fow
vogetables, boiled muttor, dates and
truit, with flat baked-cakes,—thess are
about all that is eaten unless the family
i3 wealthy. Thea boiled camel's flesh,
rice, fish and a fow other disheamay be
added. The coflse ia withoat mitk ar
‘sugat, and tha fresh geaios are each timeo
.gifted, rosstad, pounded and boiled,

' Araba, if they are strict Mohamme.

;but one solid meal a day—that of sup-
pex, after sunsst, As a rule, they ars
«dignified, olten very calm under grest
.pmmud atica, Bat t:indz:x: thia salt-con-
: is & revengeful tereper that can
Jremember uvaffsnlt or an injury for
yearsand at last panish either with
bloodshad.

The Arabs are a fino-looki

ace,
tall, well form.d, with dark cyes and |

hair. They are zimple in their droms
and: cleazly ia thair habita In the
towxa there are a fow xhools, bus lictie’
is taught thezo anvo “ho.wecupta of tha
Koran, Atlkoms ke boya who wera
very intelligens, leam of their faghera
to read, o writs acd 0 know eome
grammar, history asd postry,

The Bedouin Arabe, or dwellers iz
the opem land, are- shepherds ar herds-
men, they load a roviag lMfaand: live
intents. They are naturally ruder and:

-———

moro ignorant than those dwslling in
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dans, do not drink wine, and they make |

plunderiog of travcllers or ot caravans
a8 & eord ot right—a toll or tax wlach
ft is allowabic ‘r them o exsct of
those who pass throigh their ters.iory
To avoid this anncyance, strangers
apply to tho sbuiks of the varous
towns, and fur a present w theso viboeors
they are provided with an escor: of
Arabs to protect them traia others who
are moro lawloss,

In addition to the Arabs pruper, u
large number of mations slited to them
by raco speak the Arabic inoguage. 1t
in calculated thut no ieas than ono hun-
dred and wwooty millions of peuple,
from the borders of China to tho Biraita
of Gibraltar, use this noble tongue.
Hence the importanco of the Amurican
Preabyterian misston in Sysia, By ita
schools and colleguit ia training Ara-
bio-speaking tenchera and prewchers,
whiist by its press 1t is souding out
Bibles, books, tructs sud papors that
can be read by sll of thoio many mil-
lions, The Aralic race is a strong
mea, ‘To ovangelizs it isa glorious
work.,

THE OLD MAN UF DARTMOOR.

T'HERE was an old man of Dartmoor
wko for many years obtained las
livelihood by looking after tho csttle
distributed over those wild moorland
hills, At last, throogh infirmity and
old age, and the cynsiant and unusual
exposure to all kinds of weather, his
sight entirely failed him, eo that he
had to seek sn asylum in ono of the
West of Eogland wnfirmaries, to wad
his brief remaining days. Whilo there
be waa frequently visited by ozo of his
granddaughters, who would occazion-
ally read 10 him portions of the Word
of God.

Ono day, when the little girl was
reading to him tkLe first chapter of the
Virst Epistle of John, when sho
reached the seventh verse, ¢ And the
blood of Jesus Qhriat His Son cleanzeth
us from all gin,” the old man raised
himrelf and stopped the little girl,
esying with all earnestness :

¢ 18 that thero, my deart”

“ Yes, grandpa.”

¢ Then read 1t to mo
heard ths like before.”

The littlo girl reed again:

“¢And the blood of Jagug Christ
His Ban cleznseth us from ull ¢in’”

“Yon ere quits snre that {g tharat”

““Yes, quits gurn™

“Then take my hand and lay my
- finger on the pamage, for T whould like
 to fonl it.”

So she tcok the old bliad man’s
band and plared bis boay finger
an tho verse, wkon he eaid ;

“Now read it to me

The little girl read, with her polt,
swoet voico:

“¢And tho Wlcod of Jemzg Christ
His 8on cleanseth us {row all wir' "

“You are quits sure thot is therel

¢ Yeq, quite gure

“Then if any one shou'l gk *iw T
-died, toll them T dird in the ‘aith ¢S keso
words:

“cAnd the blotd 3¢ Jesus Christ
- Hia Son clavnge*t us “om all £a'”

And with shat ¢t%e mer withdrow
bis hand, bis *ead foll noftly Lacl 5a

agsin; I opver

the pillow, an3 be ~Lent'y fx0
the noe of flim whote “ hlvud
‘cleangeth ur from al! sin.” .

Extes nov into the puch of he
whkod, and go aut in the way ol ova

&zea.
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