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Foreign Missions.

THE MARCH COLLROTION.

We take the opportunity of saying
another word to our brethren by way
of stirring them up to give generously
and heartily when the March collaction
is taken mp. 'We are glad that a num.
ber of the churches are to have the
privilege of hearing Dro. F. E. Meigs
thie montli. Wo rogret that he conld
not find dime o visit every church.
No doubt those having the arranging
of his tonr did the best they conld,
We can safely promise & rich treat to
all who go to hear him. Thosoe who
have nover seen and heard a mission.
ary fresh from China will find him
apecially in‘eresting.

Those who listen to Bro. Meigs will
be ready to do their duty in the mat-
ter of contributing to Foreign Missions,
and we think that all Christians will
who calmly consider the question,
One of the characteristica—indeed, the
characteristio—of a Christian is that
hie 1ankes the will of Christ his will.
1t1a the will of Christ that Lis Gospel
should be preached to every creaturs,
there remains, therefore, no queation
18 to the obligation to support Foreign
Missions. The amount that each
shionld give may not be always easily
determined, but these who are anxious
to please the Lord will not likely fali
far short of their duty in that repard
‘We trust our brethren will give accord.
ing to their ability to the yood work.

C. H. Spurgeon.

As a matter of news it is not neces-
sary that wo should mention that the
groat London preacher is dead. Prob-
ably evury newapaper in tho Englith-
speaking wor'l, Loth secular and re.
ligions, has made more or less cx-
tended referenco to the fact. Nor was
his uame and fame contived to those
who speak the English language. It
would be almost esafo to say that
wherover the name of Jesus is known
angd revered upon earth, the name ¢
Spurgeou is not unknown, and that
becanse he revered the name of Jeens,
Mr. Spurgeon was remarkable, dis-
tinguished and great. We notice some
disparaging comments on his intel.
lectnal power ; perhaps his best friouds
would not claim for hLim the highest
place in that regard ; but Lis intellect
was far from mean, and his hesrt was
moto than great. 1If

** The dryiog up a single tear
Hath more of honest fame
Than sheddicg seas of gore,”

how vast in comparison with that of
the world's great warriors ahorld be
the renown of Chatles Heddon Spar.
geon! Tn accounting for his wonder-
ful influence, gained so young and
maintained ao tong, reference is made
fo his command of simple and beauti.
ful Anglo-Saxon, bis power of making
eazh aaditor fesl that Lo was person:
ally addressed, Lis deference and de-

votion o the Word of God, his pro.
found conviction of man’s need of the
Qospel, his foarless denunociation of
what Lo belioved to be error, and his
intonse nnd expressed sympathy with
sufforing humarity.

It is ovident also that ko was a man
of affairs. He proposed and devised
large enterprises for tho eare of the
poor and the fatherless, and for the
education of ministera, Io scems to
heve attracted peoplo to him by his
surpassing ability as a proacher, and
then to have seoured their sympathy
with his echemes because tho objects
wero clearly good, and to have gained
their support becauso they had con.
fidenco in his administrative powers.
It would be a singnlar, though a happy
circumstance, if a sncceesor should be
found even moderately capable of
taking his place, But perhaps Spur.
geon did his work so well that jt can
g0 on now prosperously, with a man
of lesser and less varied powers in ihe
lead.

Mr. Spurgeon had an old-fashioned
faith {n the Bible; it was to him the
Word of God from Genesis to Revela.
tion; infidels, scoptics and higher
eritics were to him an abomination.
His conduet of the *down grade”
controversy well illusirated his posi-
tion and his temper in regard to such
people. The Iatitudinarisns among
his own Baptist brethren were {he
especial objecis of his wrath, and we
think it must be admitted, without in
the slightest degreo doubting Mr
Bpurgeon'’s sincerity, that in dealing
with them he made use of language
which one would rather not hear from
a great and good man. It will be ro-
membered that the contention beeameo
so intense that the great Baptist with.
drew from the English Baptist Union,

As all the world knows, Mr. Spur-
geon was a Baptist; he was also a
Calvinist, but, strange to say, he was
not & Close Communioniet, . It is well
known that Calviniem and Olose Com.
munionism usyaily go hand in hand in
the Baptist denomination. Mr. Spar.
geon was i the habit of inviting
Pedobaptiats to st at the Lord’s table
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and
for some time previous to his death a
Presbyterian, Dr. Pierson, of Phila-
delphis, was filling his pulpit. ‘[his
peculiarity of Mr. Spurgeon’s has wor-
ried thie Regular Baptists of the United
States and Canada & good deal, inas-
much as the prastice of the moat
eminent Baptist in the world was in
opposilion to their own of Close Com.
munion.

Though a Calvinist, the greal
prescher was the means of leading
thonaands to the cross of Christ. Ho
impressed hLis hearors with the thought
that God loved them, that Christ died
for them, and that he was ready to
receive them il they would come to
him with full purpose of Leart. It
would be & narrow man that would
dony that Mr. Spurgeon secomplished
mauch for the cause of Christ; we do
not, however, think it makes ona a
bigot to believe that he would have
done much more if his theology had
been moro Scriptural, if ho had laid
aside Aungustino and Calvin entiroly.

Zezalous for the Truth.

The desire to know the trath, and
to bo conformed to the truth in all
things, is tho mark of a true man. It
should characterizo cvery man ealling
himsolf & Christian, oven as it does
every one who is a Christian indeed,
In all the relations of life it should be
g0, and most certainly and emphatio-
ally 20 in that relation whick we call
religion. Onr Saviour said to Pilate:
“To ths end was I born, and for this
cause came 1 into the world, that I

shiould bear wilness unto the teuth,

Every one that is of the truth heareth
my voice.” In dealing with the
rovealed truth of God a man should
maintain an open and candid mind
over ready to reocive new light on
that trutk. Knowledgo of the Word of)
Qod is progressivo withall. The Word
itsolf stands unchavnged from age to
age, bat mon's understanding of it
changes, and, wo believe on the whols,
is more mecurate as the years roll on,

There is a large moasure of con-
sorvalism in  most naturcs, and
especially perhaps in religions mat.
ters. Therescoms to bo & prevalent
feeling that there is someiling dis-
honorable in clianging one's religions
viows, or turning away from the faith
of our fathers. Mon hato to have to
acknowledge themselves as having
been in the wrong in regard to the
inlerpretation of scripture. To think
differently from onc'a father in respeot
to divine truth, with some is equiv-
alent to sending that parent to perdi-
tion. Unguestionably such ideas are
standing in the way of growth in
knowledge of the Bible. Tho man
who roveres the memory of a parent
who was loyal to his convictions can
render that parent no higler honor
than by being true to his own convic.
tions, It is & poor tribute to » gaint
od father to believe something simply
béoause he believad it.

Then thero is also a Iarge amount
of indifference with regard to the
truth. Itis exhibited in the careless
way in which s0 many people receive
their faith at second hand, apparently
not caring whether or not they reccive
for doctrines the commandments of
men. For exawple, how many there
are who accept infant sprinkling for
Christian baptism, and caunot be in-
dnced to take the tronble to asarch
the scriptures for five minutes on the
subject. How dwellsth the lave of
the {ruth in such pereons ? And those
of us who kngwglip ruth in regard to
the ordinance of baptism are often
indifferent as to the truth on other
matters. For instanco, how anxious
are we to know the Lord’s will with
reference to our duty to our brethren,
the consideration we should have for
their weaknesees, the good we ahoulddo
to them always ? It is every way
worthy of a Christian to be zealous
for the truth as to what is the Lord’s
will in the matier of his ordinances,
it is uo less commendable to be eager
to know what the Lord would have ns
to be in our relations as his followers.
And likewise in everything connected
with our whole duty as Christisns.
And so while we properly criticias
those who seem indifferent with re-
gard to the ordinances, we shonld
take heed that we be not careloss in
other important rospects,

& If‘“

 Moreover if thy brother shall tres.
pass against thee, go and tell him his
faolt between theo and him alone; if
Lo shall hear thes thou bLiast gained
thy brother.,” Matt. xviii. 15, The
wisdom of the advice to “go and tell
him Lis faunlt between thee and him
alono” has often been observed and
commentod on. Those who have in a
Christ-like spirit followed the Lord's
instractions will give the plan their
hoarty endorsement. Alas! lLow fre.
quently do wo all act far otherwise,
in fact reverse the process of Matt.
xviil, 156.17, and indeed go a little
further and tell the world before we
tell the ohurch !

What we wish to avggest here is,
that the ¢ if* in #if thy brother shall
irespasy against thoo” ought to re.
ceive cloes attention, That is, wo
shonld be certain that he Las trespasced
againat us before wo ** go and tell him

sidering the question carefully, we
shall conclude that nothing has been
dono in the way of trospasg, or that
the trospaee is so trifling as to bo un.
worthy of mention, Let us remoembor,
then, that the Xord said, “IF thy
brother trospass against theo,”

And may wo not go a littlo furthor
and say, even if wo aro clear that »
trospass has been committed, that wa
aro not compelled to procsed against
tho offender, but may, if wo cheoss,
overlook tho offence, and continue to
treat tho individual as though he had
dons us no wrong? Do wo not sli,
in fact, frequently proceed in this
way 2 We do, especiaily in regard to
minor offences, and may we not do ao
in greator matiers, unless, indeed, the
intorests of the offonder demand that
we should “ go and tell him his fault ”
Wa should be very careful not to act
merely to gralify our own vindietive-
ness, or to humiliate the wrong-door,
and should recoliect that we are to
“ Recompense to no man evil for avil,”
and ever, as wo contemplate the trans.
gressions of others, let ue bear in
mind the exhortation of the apostle,
¢ considering thyself, lest thou aleo be
tempted,” and cuitivate the oharity
that * Rejoiceth not in iniguity, but
rejoiceth in the truth.”

London.

The good work goos on in London.
A letter received from Dr. Leonard,
dated February 0, ssys that on the
previone night eight were baptired—
thres young women, two young men
and threo heads of families. A pro-
fracted meeting appears to have
staried itself, and the indicatious are
that it will not stop until many have
bowed to the Lord Jesus.

Not Yet.

wThe Christian Leader has unot.yot
responded to our request to give
“ chapter and verse ™ for what it calls
ke “ Boriptural methods” of spread-
ing the Gospel. Bro. Rows has, of
course, many things on his hands, but
this is & matter of such long standing
that we really think he might attend
to it soon. Come, now, Bro, Rowe,
lay hold ; please do; answer in yousr
next,

As many of our readers will ibe
anxious to know the particolars of
Bro, A. N. Gilbert's very sad and very
sudden death, we give clsewhero the
account written by Bro. 8. McDanial,
the preachor for the church in Fayette,
Mo. Students of the Eclectic Commen-
tary will take an added and melancholy
interest in that excellent work row
that its gifted author has passed o Lis
reward. Those who heard Bro.
Gilbert preack will not soon forget his
perfect manner, finished elocution,
stately eloquence, and sound doctriue,
It was thought at one time that he
might hays been socured for the work
in London. If he had besn, would he
bo living now? One is tempted to
think ho might be, but God onmly
knows,

Carisruax  Uxion——The week of
prayer brings the various denomins.
tions together for common worship
and serrico, Now and then & great
deal of milk-and.water eentiment is
Iavichied as to the ways and meaus for
bringing ahou! the realization of that
intercessory prayer, *‘that they all niay
ba one” To expeot it by wiolence to
conscienco and truth is immoral and
blaspliemons. Let revered traditions
and beloved creeds be brought to the
teat of God's word, and the day of the
unity of the faith and of the spirit will
basten. 8o long as the Lerd's people
exalt church and oreed above Chriet
and the Word there will be divisions.
‘" Beloved, I am against them that

his fault.® It may be that upon con.

prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord,

and do tell them, and cause my peoplo
to err by their lics, and by their light.
ness; yot I sent them not nor com.-
manded therm; therefore thoy shall
not profit this peoplo at all, saith tho
Lord"—(Jer. xxin. 82.) As {o the
two ordinances of the chureh, and the
doctrine of rogenoration, there ought
surely to be unity in bolief and prac.
tico. Theso things are fundamental
in any structure of union, Let this
common standpoint bo first attzined,
aud as new light is given othor differ-
ences will disappear, Hero then let
every Daptiat take his stand, aud if
asked his views ou Christian unity
stand hard by tho statement of the
apostle Paul, in the fourth chapter of
Ephesiana,

The following story is going the
rounds: A Daptist minister, attond.
ing a social gathering, was asked for
a speecli. Heo began by saying how
nice it was for hrethren to dwell
togethor in unity. He elaborated
upon this point, and finally began the
quolation,—* There ia ono bLody and
one spirit, even as yeare called 1n one
hope of your calliog; one Lord, ons
faith, one”—he pansed, remembering
that wmong his hearers different de-
nominatious were repressuted, and
said, I beg your pardon I thought
we all weie Baptisis”—North-est
DBaptist,

The editor of the N rth- West Baptist
is evidently in advance of Canadian
Baptists generally, on the question of
Christian union. Weo are surprised
aud gratified to find the platform of
Tae Cavapiax Evaxorcisr adopted by
a Baptist paper.

o

Our Omuibus,

Bro. T\ L. Fowler's address is 886
Adelaids 8t., Londog.

The writer of ¢* A Band of Thisves ¥
is the mothor of Miss Rose Sickler, one
of our missionaries in China.

_ In & private letter Bro. W. G.
Charlton says: ¢ By-the way, your
premium is taking the brethren by
storm. Iwould like to see it in.alk
bomes. Even the joung folks are
delighted with it.”

To “J. P. B.” and others: Please
tako notice that we canmnot publish
communications unless we know the
name of the writer, and not always
then, Sometimes the initials are
significant, but *“ J, P. B, ” are not.

Wo areglad to wolcome to our
exchange list the Michigan Disciple,
It is & neat four-page monthly, pub-
lished in Grand Rapids, Mich., and
adited by W. J. Russell. Wo wisk it
abundant sucoess,

W. J. Loos has become editorin.
chiof of the Apostolic Guide, We con-
gratulate bim on his promotion. We
note with pleasure the increasing
strengtit of the editorial department
of the Guide. The literary depart-
ment condueted by IR. T, Matthews of
Leoxington, Ky, is, wo think, un.
equalled in our brotherhood.

THF NANKIX HOSPITAL FUND.

Previcusly reported ............ $18 00
A Friend ....cou., arverrens weeee 1 00
Miass 8. B. Thomson ....... we 100
A. J. Thomeon...... erresnrerens 100

As Bro. McLean says the money ia
now nceded for the bhorpits), wo
shiall be pleased to licar from mwany
wmore friends soon,

Havrixgss.—Happiness often con-
sists in'rcading a good paper, one that
loaves & pleasant tasto in the mouth,
one that you can rise up from pernsing
with the knowledge thr* you have
gtined something of permanent ad-
vantage. There are papers which do
not give this Lappinces, but which,
while exciting for the moment, result
in permanent evil, although the im.

wediste offect at the tire may not be




