
Tr lias ever l).cfl a lhnîiiiar
cry of non1-CaUiolic
writers tbat tic Catliolic
Chiurch is ininîical ta
tic frec exanlination af
obscure, lisoriral ques-
tions W'herein the trutli
if fuhly ascertainied,

nilt prove eni bar-
rassing; and Uîaît conscqu-rntly she places
a1 barrier ta ail original researcli iii sucl
directions. No charge, hîowver, could
hue more unifoundcd. 'l'le Chîurcî lis
notiing ta fear froîîî Truth, but evcrytluing
to gain, and ience lier defenders have
miever avoided sucli points of liistory. On
the contrary, Uîey have always invited
their free aîîd open discussion, and have
niiorcover devoted theinselves to ll Ui ost
lahorious rescarches in ai-der to aid iii
clearing away tue nîists iliat mile lis
gaîlîcred about thîcm. 'lice question of
Adriani IV. and Ireland is a case iii point.

In regard to îlîis inuclî discusscd ques-
tion, Caiolic writers mîay be cinsmd iu
thrc distinct, divisions, corresp~onding to
the clifferent stages rlîrough wbich tic
question itseif lias îuiovcd iii its passage
froîîu obscuriîy ta liglit. 'l'le first chass
a.cî upon tie deiensive. Tlîey feci oblmgcd
to admuit Uic autlîcnticity of thc Bull anid
tlie force of tlîc argumnîts of tîcir oppon-
culs. Thcy content tîeniselvcs, thcrcfore,
'uirl iiîerely dcfending tic action of Uic

1nîilpoiuting out tîat f ornierly, ualt only
J-eland, but "a-il] islaiîds to wlîic the Sun
of Justice, Christ, lias slione forth.» wcrc
considcrcd as tic property of the Holy
Se, so that Adiin actcd wvithîin; the strict
limîits of bis iurisdict*ion li thus cx\crcisiing
sovere-igîî avilhority over a Chîristinn islalid.

l'le wvritcrs of the second cla-t,s like-
wisc aickîîiovledgc tlîc autbemîîicity of the
ffill, but tîcy abandon tlic defenisive tac-
tics of tueur predecessors. Thcy seize ilue
very evidence produccd by ilicir oppoiici-ts
and skilfuilly cmploy it as a nîeýaîîs to
jîmstify the couduct: of Adriami, t0 cx,)iler-
ate imi froin any connivance %viti tic
schiernes of I-Ieiîry 1II. ai-id to irce liiiii
fromi any Mllue in regard to the cvii con-
sequences of th.- transaction. Thieir

argumient is Subst.antially as follovs. Froni
Ille ternis eniployed both by HeInry in his
requcst. and by Adrian in the Bull, it is
evident that it could have been neither in
tic intention of the Pope that Henry
should invade Ircland and occupy it as a
cons îucred land, nor in the intention of
Henry ta awaken any such suspicion iii
the ilm:d of the Poniff. On the contriry,
Henry siniulates a lioiy zeal for Ille glory
«freligion, protesting tuai lus amni is nierely
'Ilta nar the bounids of the Church, to
restrain the progrcss of vices, to correct
tic nianners of tie people, and to increase
the Christian religion.' Adrian, an1 bis
part, inakes no mention of any grant of
possession or of absolute sovercignty ; for,
be i borne in mind, thiere werc two kinds
Sovcreignty -cknowledged in the MNiddle
Ages : an absolute sovecign fy that rulcd
thc people and the land, and a
sovcrcignîy that clainîed only thicbornaige
of the petty rulers and lcft theni in tic
full enjoyncuîî of thecir inidcjnde,îce.
The Bull q7raxts to Henry' but ibis latter
nominal sovercignîty, as is clear from tic
la ngu a.-e thercein attributed to the Holy
Father, who "'applroved tic enterprise as
onc pronîpicd by the 'ardor of faitb ai-d
love of religion and declarcd lus w~ill Uiat
the peopule of Irclanid should reccive
HIenry with ail hio:îor -ind revere hlmi as
their lord.' Hiere thc Pope iierely np~pi-ovcs
1-Icnry's cntry int Ireland as a sort of re-
lig-ious ctusaidc,wliile lie expresses biiscdesire
that Uic Eng-ishl monnrch's ri-lit of lordshij
over tbe island slîould dcpend uipon Ille
frc will and choice of tic peop~le. Evi-
dcnîiy, then, Adi-iani inst le consid-
ered to have been inlluenced b>' a
laudable arnd sincerc dcsire of ftirîheriig
the cause of religion anid of rcstorincg
penace ai-d ordcr aniong a peCople ever flie
iiost devotcd lu its allegince to tic H-olv
Sc. This is the position t.-kcîu by ouýr
oiwiî D'Arcy MNcGece in hI' Hisîory of Ire-
land. " We înust always bear inii mid,"
lie says, ',tue picture draw i oi I Iish
Church b>' Uic inspircd orator of Clair-
vaulx, whcen judging of the conduct of
Pope Adriari IV., wh'o iii the year 1155,
-the second ofI bis pantific-ate-.-granîed
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