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Mu. Emitor,

Sir,—I need not inform you of the general
talure that has again taken place in the pota.
toe crop.  Of this you have undoubtedly been
already apprised, as the subject is one of vast
importance, not only to the farmer but also to
the mechanic and merchoat, for nll are more
or less injured in consequence. 'The failureis
not with us only; the accounts from variouspnrts
ui the Province arotruly deplorable—in many
places whole fields are without a plant.  But
1115 not my intention at present, neither is it
necessary to dwell nuch on this part of the
subjeet, but to lay before the public 4 nwnber
of tuets which evidently go far to show that
the causc of failure is in the seed.

Mr. prepared a ficld for potatoes, in
which the ploughing, manuring, and prepara-
tion in every manner was equally the same.
The field was all plunted in one day, with seed
taken from two diilerent cellars, the conse-
guence of which was a total tuilure ot one kind
whilethe other grew well.

Muany other tustances have come under my
ohservation where the whole ficld underwent
oue nuinterrupted swmeness in tillage; but
Leing planted with wwo  different qualities
of seed, one part failed while the other suc-
ceeded,

Last Spring potatoes were sold by a person
m this district to 2 number of his neighbours,
with which they plauted a porbon of ther
fields, and the result was a total flure, wiile
sced obtamed from other cellurs—planted at
the sinne time, and in the same tield, grew well,
TLese facts fully confirm my assertion, that
the primary canse of fuilure is in the seed.
Other instances cqually fureible might be men-
tioned, but from a telactance to be twoleugthy
1 shall lforbear.

Same perhaps, are ere now ready to ask
¢ why doesthe potatoe not grew now as well
as formerly ¥ Tuis T consider no diffienlt
question to auswer, It as well known that
the seasons of late years have heen much
shorter than farmerly—the potatoes have been
at least ten days Jater planted than they were
in previous seasons, and gencrally as wuch
sonner gathered in the fall. In this ease they
evidently conld not have emme to mutarny;
and it is well kiown that unripe vegetables will
not Keep. Inthis state they are putanto cellars
large heaps, where they heat and ferment, and
consequently lose their growing properies—
although retaining exteranlly 2 sound appear-
ance until deposied in the ground.

Where anly a portion of tire crop has fuiled,
the vacancies may wnlh suceess, be filled up
with plants taken from those parts, or from
otier fields, that have succeeded.  Experi-
enced agriculinrists say that the potatoe o
safely e tansplanted; and where the reed
grows well thete are wenerally more plants
than are necessary.  But where the fiilure is
wotal, it would be much safer to prepare the
field for turnip seed, than venture a sccond
erop of potatoes, which would have all the
chances of the first seed to tail.

At prescut, 1 shall conclude hy pointing out
the fallacy of smne of the absurd notious that
arc entertuined, respecting the cause of failure
in the potatoe crop.

Some have urged that the cause is in the
air.  Buthusthe stmosphiere hecome changed
from what it was formerly 7 Lhis evidemly
cannnt he the cuse, a3 Nature js n fixed and
unalierable system. DBut even if we wero to
nllow thatthe atinosphere had undergone a
change, this could not affect the potatoe, it
beiug protected by a covering of soil. Qthers

have urged that the eff. ‘ts of lightning has
caused the failure,  That lightning when com-
ing in contact with the potatoe would destroy
ity I admit; but why should this vegetable ex-
pericuce its effects more than others? I have
also heard it remarked by some, that the seed
was destroyed by worms—they have dug the
potatoe up, and found it contnining large quan-
tities of small worms.  But why are they sur-
prised at this?  Wihere would they expect to
find such insects if not in putrid substances?!
Not a few imagine that they can trace the
cause of failure to the soily they aflirm that
seed which grows on onesail will not grow on
another.  Tustances of this 1 have myself ob-
served, and it is to be attributed to the differ-
ent qualitivs ot'the soils, asseed will frequently
grow when planted in amoist sol, that would
in many cases fail when planted in a dry one,
and vice versa.
Yours, &e.

July T1h, 1835, MELVILLE.
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From the American Gardener’s Magazme.

ON THE CULTIVATION O1* THI GUOSEBERRY.

After enumerating a namber of varieties,
which are popular in England, and have re-
ceived prizes at the exlubiion, Mr. Walker
Suys-—

* Upon gooseberry bush a anail 1 found ;

For always snails near sweetest fruit abound,”

The propagation of this well known genus
is by suekers taken from the old plants, by
luyers, or by cuttings, the last of which is the
best, asthe cuttings generally form much bet-
ter routs; the hest time to cut the roots is 1
October or April; the cuttings should be ta-
ken from bearing branches, and should be
from cight to ten inches long; plant them in a
border of gond light earth exposed to the mor-
ving sun, leaving two eyes above the top of'the
suil; if beth eyes start, rub one of them off)
feaving the strongest, which should be trained
upright to forw, a regalar stem; they should be
watered if the weather proves dry. T'he bush-
es should betransplauted, into the places wliere
tirey are designed to remain, the third year;
the soil should be rich and light, m a frec,
open exposure; they should never be planted
in the shade of other wees. An Euglish wri-
ter on this fruit remacks, ¢ In pruning these
shrubs, cornmon gardeners are aptto make use
of garden shears, observing ouly to cur the
hiead round, as is practised in evergreens, &c.,
whereby the branches become so much crow-
ded, that what frait is produced nover grows
10 kalf the size it would do were the branches
thinned and pruned according to rule.”

I fully agree with the writer; pruning should
he done with a knife, removing such shoots
us ¢ross each other or give the bush an un-
sightly appearance; some of the strong young
shoots should be left every year, and a part of
the old woud cut out; 1f proper attention is
pad to pruning, the greater part of the wood
in the bushes, at any ttme, will be only two
vears old, which will give much larger fruit
than the old wood. I preferleaving the shoots
their full length; some persons cut them to
six or eight eyes, but as tlisincreases the num-
Ler of new shoots, the air, sv necessary for the
well-doing of the plant, is prevented from cir-
culating throwgh the hush, and the fruit there-
by becomes small and milde..ed  Little good
can be done with the gooseberry without jus
dicious pruning; and with it, and the md of a
fittle manure, and diging up the sail once eve-
Ty year, much fine aud delicious fruit tnay be
obnined. Strewing a little air-slacked lime
over the beds every year, about the first of
May, 15 very beneficial. Plant the bushes in
rows cight feet apart, and six feet apart in the

rows keeping them ciear of weeds.

O this the conductors remark—

‘I'he above paper by Mr. Walker will, we
hope, be the menns of greatly extending the
Gooseberry,  Mrom prejudice, or from very
little fine fruit having been seen in our snarket,.
they seem to be but very littls estecemed tar
the dessert, and less cuitivated than alimost
any of the eatable berries which are produced
in every garden. The best varietics, when
perfectly matured, are cwtremely rich, and
high flavored.  1n Eogland this fruit has been
brought to a high stute of perfection ; the tem-
perate and hunid climate of several districts,
seems admirably adapted to them. In Lan-
cashire, where the greatest number of new va-
rieties have been obtained, it is cultivated in
greater perfection thun any part of Bran.
Many of these sorts have heen introduced in-
to this country, and although they have not
come up to the size they have attained in Eng-
fand, yet they have been grown sufticiently
large and fine to recommend them to zeneral
cultivation, Mr. Walker has twice received
thic premiom of the Massachusetts Horuenliur-
ul Suciety for the largest and finest vasieties;
his hints on pruning are highly vatuable, and
we would recommend a careful perusal of Ins
commumcatien; the sorts he enumerates, are
nearly all to be had in this vicinity.

Rainy Davs.—How much time is thrown
away by some farmers when the weather will
not permit them to work out doovrs.  And how
well this time might be amproved! ‘There
are many days and hours of wet weatherin o
year, i which 1t 1s 1impossible to do any work
on the farm, and when these are lost, as they
are to many farmers of iy acquaintance,
they amount to a cousiderable sun, ¢ Tune
15 money’’ as iy grandfather used to say 5 and
further ** Tuke care of the pence and the
pounds will take care of themselves.”

Now if this is good advice in money mat-
ters, it will surely apply to economy i tune,
to those hours and half days when raun drives
under cover.

Well, how are the hours 1o be best mmprov-
ed? I will tell you, my brother tarmers. Get
yoursehies @ set of earpenters’ tonls, and wmake
a work-bench, and if you can plane 2 board
amd drive a nail, you will find enongh 10 oceu-
py 2l your spare time.

L'he tools will cost but five or six dollars—
such ng are most necessary, aud then you will
be able to keep all vour out-hatldings, and ma-
0y of your farming implements ingood repair.
If your harn or stable door hreak down, mend
it immediaiely the first rainy day. I a board
isloose, puta aanil in itor replace it. Ifyoun
want any plain, useful kitchen furniture, such
as pine tables, benches &e. take those occa-
sions to make thew. PBut it is unnccessary
to multipty the things that might be repaired
in suchtimes. Every farmer that looks around
him (if be is not in the habit of so dving) will
find the wond work on his place lamentably
out of repair.—Gencsece Farmer.

ManaceuenT or Pics.—The following ex-
perinient was made by a gentleman of Norfolk.
Six pige of the Norfolk breed, and of nearly
equal weight were put to keeping at the same
time,and treated the smae as to food and litter
fur about seven weeks. Three of them were
left to shift for themselves as to cleanliness ;
the other three were kept as clean as possible
by a man employed for the purpose with a
curry comb and brush. The list consumed
in seven weeks fewer peas by five bushels, than
the other three; yet they weighed more when
killed by two stone aud four pounds (thirty
six pounds) upon an average, or six stome

twelvo pounds upon the whole.



