METHODIST RECORDER.

Voi. 1.

¥ Rev. J. C. Speer.

The heritage of an Hlustrions aneestey
belongs to but few, and to fewer sili
un ancestiy distinguished for theie striet
adhierence to prineiples,  which in e
dags Jonge gone by, could oply bring up
ot them perseention and distresy,

Phe forefuthers of Rev, J. C, Kpeer
were Spanish Protestanta, who o pestst-
ol the Jesultic purpose to blot out freee
dom of thoutght and action in reagiova
matters, aml thus ddrew upon themselves
the fires of the Tuguisition,

Mecing fraom Sparin, they sought re aze
in Scotlugd, where the sime sturdy op-
poition to the priseiple of coereaon was
mranifested in the rexdstanes given b
*hlovdy  Claverhonse.

Onee more they chose exile, amd found
a lhome in County ‘Pyrone, Teeland, anld
thus was Dlended fn the ene ehartacter
the fire and impetaosity of the Spanisa
raee; the strength, firmnese and loyaiy
of the Seateh, the poetry, vivaeity amd
love of humor, which marke the frish,
amd with all, the love of rightemisness
el freedom, which are the distmebive
fetueex of DProtestantism,  Mr, Vhos,
Speer, the father of the subjeet aof tae
prexent sketeh, ~ante to Canada in 1830,
and settld in the township Dummer,
Poterhorangh County, where he eleared
a large farm, on which he built a store,
and for twentd -five years kept the Post
Office,  “The home of the Speer family
was the home of the Methodist preach-
ers. That generous hospitality,  wiich
marked the carly settler, was always ac
corded to every visitor te the homesten §.
Hoere in the year 1854, in the old histotwe
connty of Poterborough, which has bees
valled the county of preachers, Rev, J.
. Speer was horn,

At the age of £0, under the futhful
preaching of Rev, Nuthaniel 8, Burwash,
in the villuge of Tara, he wax bronghi
to thy feet of the loving Christ, and
gave God his heart, “The two years fol-
lowing were ppent <t <chool, at the end
of which, havipg passsd  his examiaa-
tions, ho entered the Methodist minis
try, and was  statiowed on Mamtauin
Istand, n wilderness nission, 30 nnles
long aud 30 wmilex wide, with 15 preach-
ing places,  ‘Thig hard and diflicult tield
tended to develop that self relinnce and
sturdy  indopendence which are today
characteristic of the man and preacher.
Among the log cabins and settlers, he
Inbored  faithtully, and had abundant
enuse for rejoicing in the snlvation of
souls. A ter at Utterson, in Muskok,
and another ut Hanover, in the coun‘y
of QGrey followed, and then he was
appointed to attend Wesloyan ‘Thenlogi-
eal Colleze, Montreal. ‘T'wo years were
spent under the tutelage of those master
minds, Rev Dr. Douglas and Kir Wm
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Dawson, atd few who have  had  like
privilege but have felt the fuspiration
to geand aud uoble purposes and  ae-
tinrs,  Honors attended his work, and
he won the aldermen’s prize for oratory
in his last year.

At the elose of his eollege term he
way, in the year 1885, mareied to Mies
Harriet Robingoa, youngest daughter of
Mr Samuel Robinson, Burgoyne, Beoee
county, whoe has proval to he the worthy
wife of a  worthy  Ihashand, and to-
cether they went to Little Current. Mani-
tonlin, where  the  congregation  was
wrestling with a large charch debt, -
cidont ta the bmlding of a large stone
church,  Sincee that time it has been s
lat, thoush net his chioice. to be associat-
ed with charges so cmbareassed, and m
every ¢iase, his wise direetion and tinan
cinl <kl have proved of great assist
ance. A term at Campbell's Cross and
nnother ot Mono Roml, marked by
erandly glorions revival sensons, follnw-
od by three vears ot Richmond  Hill
Yange steeet ‘Paronth. and he was n-
vitl to the Broadway Tabernacle, one
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of the largest chnrehes, awd, at the tme
of his leaving, one of the largest con-
cregations in the @ty of Torontn, At the
close of a very sueeessful term an this
charel, he was uvited to the Metropoli-
tin churel Vietoria,  [His work here has
always oeen ek 1 by that zeal aund
eitergy which alwass  nuans  sueeess,
IPmthfal in the diselirge of every duty,
unflinching in denuncintion of all viee
and tmmerality, he has neple himself 2
“terror to evil doers ™ Jle bas now en-
tered the third year of his ministey to
the Moetropolitan eougregation, aml, we
regret to sav, his et foresd to de
eline the cordint invitation extended to
him for a foarth vear owing to the con-
tinued il health of Mrs, Speer e is at
vresent the Chaitman of the Vietorin
Distriet and Pre<ident  of t he British
Colunmbia branel of the Dominion Al
Hauee, and one of the assaciate editors
of the Recorder. A« g pulpit leeturer
and arator e has seoireet well deserveld
popubirits . anlic bighly estecomed by all,
anl particulirly by thase who know him
best.



