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'UNION 0F BRITISK- AMERICA.

Xy E believe there is no longer reason to doubt that
the Colonial Delegates in England have given

the finishing touches to the Confederatiou sehieme,
that the Constitution as reported, bas received the
approval of the Imperial Governînent. aud that the
latter will submnit the samne as a miDisterial mneasure
during the approaching session.

'This ils an imp:îrtaut advance ol' Confederation, andi
whatever difficulties or delays may liereafter arise, it
la gratifying to know that lte Colonies themselves will
not ho to blame-. I lie only real danger now in the
way, in our opinion. is the possibility of' the defi'at ol
Lord Derby's îninistry bêfore the bill 10 unile British
America can becomeo law. Lt la well known that the
noble lord took office with a large îwajority ohf whigs
and radicala against him, in the ieuse of Commons,
aud it is by no means improbable that he will be con-
frontefi by a hostile majouily betore lte session closes
Should an adverse vote be given, il is iinderstood that
a dissolution ivill take place, and if these circumstances
unfortunatelIy occurred before our bill liad received ils
third reading, tbey might cause a poiîtponienient of'
Confederation for several mon)tîts.

We incline to the more bopeful view hWcwever, and
believe thiat belore the Ist of April, the bill will have
passed the Flouse of Commons, that melon thereatter
the Royal assent will be given, sud that by the moxith
ot' May or June, B3ritish America will lie ealledl upon
to elect ils liraI representatives 10 the lèderal and local
egislatures.

The opposition of Mr. Howe, and lus colleagues,
does flot seemn to have eflbctedl much. The speech of
Lord Carnarvon, at the diniter gi Yen to the delegates
by the Canada club, strongly combatleli the positions
of' the anli-unionists, a fact which shows tîjat very
little impression bafd been made on thîe British goveru.
ment by their arguments. Wltatcbiaiges,ifaiuy, have
been made in the Quebec rcsolutions by thje Loudon
conference, does not appear. Tîtere will undoubtedly
be somne alterations, but we think it will be l'ouiid that
they are of minor importance. Radical changes would
inecessitate thîe cslling togethier of' 1arliament to
sanction themn-a resuit whictt the delegates would
endeavour to avoid.

It la rumnonred Ihat Most of thue delegates wilt sbortly
return home. Messrs Macdonald and Cartier only
are to remain, to watch the passage of the bill through
the hloue ot' Commons. Thiat the measture wvill be
closely criticised iii pamsing tbrougli larliament, par-
ticularly that part ni il guaranteeiug thie cost of' the
Intercolonial railway, mnay be certainly expected; but
as bnth the whig and couservative leaders are pledgsd
to the principle of Coufederation, no fears of the final
requit need be entertained.

OUR CONBING WOOLS.lN the case of' Most articles of Canadien production,
the abrogation 0flthe Reciprocily Treaty bas tnt

lowered prices. Ltîmber bas risen. Our great ataple
-Whent-wrs not much higber cluring the famine
prices of' the Critueaii War, and the samne remark is
trus of other articles. Our Combing Woolsare, boa'.
ever, an exception. T[le imposition ni' duties bas iii-
jured both our noighbours and ourselves. We have
the authority of te Congressional Revenue Commis-
sionpr, that the exclusion of' ont Combing Wools lias
tbrown ont of use capital and machinery engageli in
worsted anufactures, ho the exhent of moine eig'ut
millions of dollars! On the otîter baud, it lias de-
creaFed prices somnelvlit iii Canada, lron te tact
that the woisted inanulachurers of tse States are un-
able 10 psy us as good prices as fortneriy lbr our wools,
snd keep their establishments running.

About an plain a case as this, onei wnuld suppose
tliere could lie no ditIUrence of' opinion. As both
cousîtries are, inijured by the duties im 1sîsed, so bolb
wouidbe benefitted by taking thein ofi., But plain as
the reTnedy iq, te i'nol groiwetrs ot Illinois, bave jnst
lîad a convention iii whicb thtey claimoured for bigher
dulies on foreig-n i'ool-in tact, they even ivent so far,
as to pass a resoltin that the,- United Statea should
cesse te, import wnol altogetlher! A move 10 increase
the diffes bas already been made lu Congress, andi we
should not be the li7alt surtpi'ised if it became law. It
is really impossible to concelve auytldng more in-
jurious ho the United States, or more absurd, Iban
sncb legialation as tbis. Already, as la well known,
the cost of raw materlal and producti 'on bave become
ao etuormous among our neigWbollrs, that not only is

tbe-ir loreigo Trade destroyed, but even thelr b'orne
market ta rapidly passing nul of' their banda. This is
the deliherate opiniion of Mr. David A. Wells, wbo
bas been iuvestigaling ilie aubjnct lfor them, sud yet
inîthe face of aIl this. the cry resounds for soute Pro-
tection, antd Congrpsa, with folly incompreltensible,
semas bent ou Sacriliciug Ille many for the gain of
the lew.

Surely the eye-s of the American people will soon
get opened on tItis question. The ultra I'rotectionists
are now masters of' the situation, and t0 use a yul-
garism, are Ilrnnning the machine mbt tbe ground."
T'om wants protection, Ltick wants protection, liarry
wants proLection - Everybody wa-nts protection:
surely the people muat soun perceive that if aIl were
îurotected, il would juet amount to no protection at
ail as fat' as the traders are coucerned, wbilst il la
utlerly ruinons 10 te country as a whole. lu the case
ot wools, for instance, their l'armera Cannet supply
te long woois wbicb tlieir worsted manufacturera

relquire. Tlîey bave tnot the proper kinds of' abecp in
the counttry t0 do il, and theretore lte more duties
they put oit Canttdian wool, the more hopelesa does
the prospect becotuta for lthe manulfactories whtch have
closed, to start agin; and il they could make a start,
lte higber pnies would lte American people bave to
psy l'or wors'ed gooda. By making lthe raw material
so dear, the Americans rendet' il; possible l'or British
worsted gooda 10 psy their [stifi', heavy tiionglt it be,
and uiderseli Ilîcir own. manufactures. And yet,
nîirabite dict, tiîey keep piling on duties on the raw
miaterual, sud aIl in lte name of îtrotectiîig Homne
in dustry

iEven in the case of lte Illinois farmers, il is dotubt-
luil, very doubîtid, if more dulies would bonetit tltem.
'Ihse manufaclories wlîich have stopped in lthe East-
erti States, usedti take a large quautity of' American
wool 10 mix wilt Cantadian, which was fond 10

aiîswer 11w purpose as well as aI1 lontg wool. By
sltling ont msir combing wools, Mr. Wells tells us
the worsted nlanulèctories bave bad t0 shut up shop,
and itence a large demand for American îvool-to
mix ivitb lte Canadian-bas been destroyed. The
closiDg of' theas nuills bas, too, lurnefi adrift a large
nuinber of persons who conuned farmers' produce,
sud wcre amoîîg lie farmners' moat profitable custom-
ers. Utîder these circumstances, sud withoîut looking
a the iucreased prices lthe lainier would bavre 10 psy
for bis worsteds, we may salply concînde that the
wvool-.grovers of' Illinois bave asked Congresa 10 do
not niutly wbat would certaiuly lie injurions 10 tlie
people geuîeially, but even so lbemselves.

The trutît la, Cosîgreas and thue American people
as well, are utterly îustray on the question of' political
economy. Titey are in a bafi position lnancialiy, aud
the evits wîtich afflicl tbem aie being aggravated by
the mosl uuiwise and l'oolisb legialation whtich any
intelligesit, nation ever eîîacted. Under thue boliel' that
tltey are protectiîîg aud foatering American industry,
Solona of Clungress are really rnining botb their
foreigît sud internial.trade. We bave instanced wnol
as an example, but the sane remarks will apply 10
alinoat every brandi oh' trade. Il i lortunate l'or us
in Canada tîtat, wih lte excepttion oh' wool sud one or
two minor articles, tîteir suicidaI comnuerceial policy is
ilnjtriiîg lhemaselves atone.

THE VALUE OF LAND IN CANADA AND IN
THE WESTERN STATES.

L T ie uearly ten years mince Mr. Laird, îvho was
largely inteîested in lte stock of the Illinois Cen-

tral R.-ail rond and Laud C'ompany, made atour througb
Canada and thte West, snd îuublishied a series of lete-a,
it wlîich lie exatted the prairies of' Illinois at tle
expeuts ou' lthe forests 0f' Cantada. lie lys wel
asuvered aI Ihe hune by Mr., Charles Lindsay, thieu, as
now, editor of h' , ILo ead,r, snd by lthe Rev. Mr. Hope,
lu the ON< ('ollltrl-libai, wltile lime antd experience
boave alike tended 10 convince otur lai mers -sous 1ha1
hliîîiois. la8 not thte iusradise Mr. Laird would liave- il
belîeved, antd that Caînada îts" sundry great ado-antagek
whicb Illinois bas not. l'lis subjs'ct is, iuowever, ahI]i
au interestung sud importsant one, snd as it lias re
csîved elucidation lu tite receîîtly ptiblislicd report ni
the American Bureau of' Agricutlture, we ask ut
apologY for treating oh' il. If any hhitk il nut o:
placen luthe 7'radeJleeviepv, weanswer tiuaîAgricnlînue
la the basis oh our Trade.

The Statistician ho the Amorican Bureau present8 i
with an inlereshiug set-les of tables; the fit-st of' whici

ive cati att ntlon to giving the luaverage yleld of' fat-m
producîs per acre for four years, from 1862 ho 186 in-
c!îusi"e- " Lsaving Dul the States whlcu are unt cou-
tiguotis te «r lu about lte saîine latitude as Canuada, ive
have lte following as te figures:
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Thus, among Ibese heu States, Illinois stands as fol-
lows ln lthe, average yield per acre:-.

Of Corn. ..... eighti. 0f Bsrley....lr.
0f Wheat ..... uluth. OfUnPtatoes ... uninlh.
of Oas....... eigbîb. Of' Hay .... second.

Canuada resemblos Wisconsin more than any otitet'
oh these States in climale, soil sud foreal growth.
Wisconsin stands as nder. lu yield :

Of Corn ...... I hird. 0f Bat-loy. foutti
O9f Wlieal.,. .. fourth. Of' l'oîatoes .....tlîiird.
0f Oas....-.second. 0f' Hay ...... fourb.

A mnuch higluer averageý, aud, we tbinik, concluaiv-e
as to the relative mert-is of' prairie sud foreat lands
wben once in 1111h.

Let us now examine the relative cash vaine oh' the
pi-oductsoftbese States. We fid a table oh'"l average
cash value oif fim producta pet- acre" for the samne
four years. It la not calcniated on a zoild basis. but
this does flot affect the relative aignilhcance ofthe
figus es:
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Wbat a lessen these figures silently but impresEively
read! Wlîile ou the seaboard au acre oh' ]and will
yisld, lu wheat, a relut-n oh' t'rom $24 ho tF31, lu Illiuois
il yields but â>14.36, and in Iowa but $12 85. Osta and
Coru are also shsown 10 yield nnly one-lualf as ncb
money 10 the acre in tbe West as lu the ,East. To
complote the proof-if snchbe hoecesary-we give
th foiloîviug acale oh' value pe- bushel oh tbe chief
export crop. viz., wbeal, lu thte varions States, (U.S.
cnrreucy -)

3'ellus lItue
V biah. V baiih

Mairie------------$.. 2.21.t Obio------$6
Neiv 1lampshire-.....2.60 Michtigan---------..1 6
Vermont-----------..2 18 Ilinois ............ 1.09
New York-----------..2.0>8 Wisconsinu -. .... 1.09
Peunsylvaula-.»....2(G ISowa:-----------...i1.0

Wlîeat la worh witbin a few cents pst- bushbel as
much lu Moutreai as lu New York. We are ulien
correct in sayiug Ihat il is' worliî twice as mnuch lu
Canada as lu Ilinois or Iowa!

There is, il is truc, ne element left ont oh' the pt-e-
viona statements, viz., the coat of preparing au acre
for barveat iin Ibe varions States. No dotîbt il i lems
ou prairie than lu svoodlaud diatricts. But tie mat-gin
is so wide-lthe values recede on rapidly as we go from
Eatl oWet-t-lat wihhout takiîtg mbt cunaideratinu
the relative beatlthliness oh' Cantada sud oh' the lever-
and-ague amillen Weat-heir relative exemption
fi-om taxation-their relative civil freedom-il dos
nI admit of' doubt tbat faLrmung pays fa- bette- bore

than il doos ont there. Ont- commercial readers lu
the country parts Muay porbapa do aone gond by lu
hroducîng 10 the notice oh' their young counîtry Irienda
the calculationaq given above, dite 10 ait Amertean
statiat whuo is fi-ieutdly 10 the West.

Commürcial Court of Inquiry.
At a recent meeting of' the Strathord Board oh' Trade

a commillee was appointefi 10 inquire into Mue trnlh oh'
the allegation Ibat sotue of' tbe wbeat buyers of' the
town coîusatuly defranded the fat-me-a by tiig falas
weiglits, sud tuaI coesequeutly hey took fbeir grain
eisewbere, to the detrimeut oh' trade. Charges ofh' is
nature are saifi, we regret 10 learu, ho be cummon lu
Upper Canada, sud sbould ho tested in every instance
wberes-er possible, otherwige the locally wbicb
kuowingly allows accusations efthbi description te be
taikefi about and deciines te meet tbem, wlii net onIY
suffer lu repuhation, but aIse in peeket.


