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gregationalism, and that the claims of New ,
Brunswick and Nova Scotia on our Churches
have induced a special effort to increase the
fundsofour beloved Colonial MissionarySociety ¢
The above mentioned fieldsar: occupied in ac-
cordance with Mr. Wilkes' suggestions. May
the Lord of the harvest smile on the labours
of his scrvants, and grant them abundant
frut.

Our readers will recollect an interesting
Ietter we published sometime since, addressed §
to the Rev. IL Wilkes, by the Rev.D. S. {
Ward, for many years the efficient Pastor of
the Congregational Church at St. Johns,
Newfoundland. Recent intelligence from that
Island announces the removal of that beloved
brother from all his toils here, to the reward
of grace in the Church trimmphant. Ilislast
illness was protracted and severe; but beyond
this fact, we have no particulars. He was in
his 58th year. We understand the Church
have written to the Colonial Missionary So-
ciety, or rather to one of its Seccretaries, the
Rev. Algernon Wells, Lendon, craving his
interposition to obtain for them a suitable :
successor to Mr. Ward, As the “Yarbinger”
is read at St. Johns, we take the opportunity
of conveying to the bereaved widow and
Church, expressions of our condulence and
sympathy.

~
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As the Editor, who left the city imme-
diately-upon the issue of our last number, bas
been unexpectedly detained from home, the
preparation of this number has been confided
to other hands. This will account for the
non-appearance of the promised sununary of ¢
proceedings in relation to McGill College.
Our city readers will have observed with
gratification the dignified and adinirable cause
pursucd by the Montreal Gazette. The Edi-
tor of that respectable journal bas placed the
opponents of College Reforin on the horns of {
a dilemma, where for the present we leave’
them, merely subjoining a copy of a petition
to the Legislature, which has been very nu-
mcrously signed. It is hoped that our friends
in the country will take up the subject, and ;
petition. A memorial to Her Majesty has |
been prepared, and is now in course of signa-
ture.

Tnto the Honorable the Legislutive Council of the
FProvince of Canada in Parliament assembled. %

The Petition of the undersigned Clergy and
other Citizens of Montreal,

HussLy Suswrr,
That your petitivners, deeply impressed witha
convietion of the great advantages that would

§ result to this country from cordial union among

all classes and interests in prosecuting the objects
of Zdueation, eopecially University Xducation,
beg to represent to Your Honovable House, that
the arrangements and management of the Uni-
versity of McGill College, Montreal, and the
University of King’s Cellege, Fovonte, aro see-
tarian; and therefore, s Public Institutions, they
are not adapted to the wants of the country.

In vegard more particalarly to tho first men-
tioned University, the Will of the munificent
founder, the late Honorable James McGill, ex-
pressly requirgs tho * Royal Institution for the
advancement of Learning” as created by 2 Pro-
vinci .l Statute, t expend the estate and money

§ hequenthed in the crection and establishment of

“an University or College, for the purposes of
Lducation and the advancement of Learning
the Province,” making no m.ntion whatever of
Theology as a subject to be taught, much less of
any seetion of the Christian Church, as . party
who should have preponderate influence in its
managemant.  Your Petitionerstherefore humbly
submit to the consideration of Your IIonorable
House, that the Testator designed that McGill
Colloge should be for the public benefit, and
should be conducted as a Public Institution in
accordance with those enlarged and liberal prin-
ciples which alone are suited to this age and
country.  Morevver, Your DPetitivners have
knowledgo that an application will be made to
Your Honorable ouse for a sum of money from
the Provincial T'reasury, to aid in the support of
McGill College,—u procedure which places the
Tnstitution befure the Legislature and country, as
open to Legislative inspection and interference ;
though without this act on the part of its mana-
gers, Your Peticners consider the College as in-
tended for the general benefit of the country, and
amenable to public sentiment constitutionally ex-
pressed.

Your Petitioners further represent to Your
Honorable House, that at the request of the
¢« Royal Institution for the advancement of Learn-
ing,” Hislate Majesty,George IV.,grantedaRoyal
Charter cunstituting the University or College, in
which Charter, although the phrase “true re-
ligion” appears, yet no vestige of gronnd is given
on which scctarian management could be legiti-
mately based;—and by which Charter certain
ofticial personages are appointed Governors, with
power to frame statutes, &c., that shall have force,
provided the Royalassent be first obtained. Two
of the offices adverted to in the Charter have be-
come extinet in the jrogress of those changes
through which the country has passed since the
date of the Charter,—namely, those of Lieut,
Governor of Upper Canada, and Bishop of Que-
bec; so that there remain of those appoiuted by
the Crown in the Charter, only his Excellency
the Governor General who declines to act, the
Chief Justice of Montrea), and Chief Justice of
Upper Canada, together with the Principal of the
University for the time being. Heuce Your
Petitioners entreat Your Flonorable House to of -
serve, that inasmuch as the distance of the one
High Legal Officer from the seat of the Univer-
sity, as also the professional and momentous
duties of both these distinguished Judges, ne~



