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AMERIOCAN LUMBER RAFIS.

Tho first rocorded arrival of a raft of whito

pine lumber at St. Louis was in tho spring of
1840, aays tho Zumber World. Tho raft was
run by twonty mon and containod 800,000 feet
of lumber. Tho fleet camo from near the
mouth of tho Wisconsin river and was thrity-
five days in making the trip. Tho history of
rafting on tho Mississippi, howover, antedates
this period. It goes back to 183132 In thoso
days all tho rafting was done within 200 miles
of the city. E. O. Shopardson, possibly one ?f
tho oldest Mississippi river raft pilots, gives it
as his opinion that tho first lumber raft arrival
at St. Louis was in the spring of 1833, Ho
describos tho raft as having been 100 feot in
Jength, 30 feet wide, and carrying 150,000 feet,
The lumber was sellow ping, cut and rafted in
tho Gasconade nver, abuut 125 miles from the
mouth., Tho distance from thero to St. Louis
was 250 miles, and the timo requirad 1n making
the run was seven daya. Up & 140 the prin-
cipal lumber arriving hero in rafts was yellow
pino and hardwoods, From 1835 to 1840 the
reocipts rangud anywhere between 1,500,000 and
3,000,000 feet per week. '

In 1840 the roceipts of white pino lumber
aggregated 3,000,000 feet.  ‘Tho rafting business
from that time on had a most remarksblo
growth, and tho following two yoars numerous
saw mill men of the North followed the example
of tho pioncer raftemen, and thoresult was that
hundreds of men were furnished with work in
new ficld, and the upper river was continually
filled, in season, with moving rafts. In 1842,
two yoars after arrival of the first flect of white
pino lumber, the receipts aggregated 75,000,000
foet, which givos a well defined idea of tho
rapid incrcase in tho intercst. Tho growth
continued with cach season until 1860, whenthe
rafts landed 200,000,000 feet of white pine
. lumber at the North St. Louis landings. During
the four years following thero was a slight
interruption, tho result of the civil war. The
urgent demand for lumber, however, during
that bloody period, brought many new capital.
ists into the businces, and some of them retired,
aftor the war, with lerge fortunes.  From 186>
£6 18723 the raftsmen saw their best dayz. In
1866 the Schulenburg & Boockeler Lumber
Company invented a patent steain windlass,
which enabled a steamboat to handle a raft of
from 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 scet. This invention
brought with it a great reduction in the cost of
ruening s raft, reduced tho danger of wrecking
it, and also reduced the numberof men roquired
to handle it. Tho Mollic Whetmoro was the
firsl steamer % attemnpt to run a naftin this
way, and vhe proved a succeas.  Other stoamens
{ullowed in tho business, and last summer there
were 160 boata cmmployed in the trade, tho
aggregato value of which is put down at $1,000-
000,

The averago raft boat carries a crow of 18,
which includea the mato and captain. A good
atout raft boat is ablo to push a flcet containing
as much as 3,500,000 feet of lumber.  To move
this vast quantity of lumbir by rail would
107uire seven trainsof fifty carseach. Thetime
noceaswry to tow such a raft fom Ja Crose,
Wis., 700 milas north, to St. Louis, is genenally
fourteen daye, =zlthough rurs have been
frequently mado in less time. Nearly all the
white pino lumber received in St. Lows comes
from the \Wiscensin, Elack, and Chippowa
rivern.  Tho rafting scason opensan the apring
assocn as tho ico rons vut.  Thefintmft of the
secson, from the Upper Misssipps, usually
anives hero at the beginning of May, and the
feapon winds up about November With. The
local sranen, however, has been known to
extend inte Iemler. With the advent of
raft wate the days of fleating rafts reached
thar end, and the Lunnces ta day, compared
with 1tafnrmer greatness, is bat a shadaw, there
being very few flosting raftsa now seen. W\ e
it farmaetly required  two menths’ time and N
men toman & raft fom Wisoonsin 0 St Louis,
a stamleat aon does the wirh n fuurteen
dayy, with the aid of 18 nuen, thereby reduang
tee cvat moro than ono hatf.  In the bost days
of floating rafts tho cwtcf running ene frem
Reed's Landing or Stallwatertn St Lows wonld
rvach aa high aa $4,000.

Frem 1563 to 1870 lumber rafts were froquent-

ly taken as far south asMeinphisand Vicksburg.
Now not more than two rafts in a year gosoath
of St. Louis, and these only as far as St. Mary's
and Chester. Tho longest distance ever run
by a raft on tho Mississippi was from La Crosse,
\Vis., to New Orleans. The trip was made in
1870, and this lumber raft was thoonly one that
over went to Now Orleans from the Uppor
Mississippi. Tho fleet was mado up of ten
strings, or about 1,100,000 foot. It was owned
by the Grunor Brothers' Lumber Company,and
was valued at $30,000. Mr. . O. Shopardson,
at present raft superintendont of the Ganabl
Lumber Company, piloted tho floct as fac out
a8 Vicksburg, where a Lower Missigsippi pilot
took charge. The run from La Crosse to New
Orleans was mado in ten weeks. There aro
eight rogular raft bLoats coming to this port
which bring in ecach season about 160,000,000
feect. This does mot includs what outamde
steamers tow in here, which swells the figures
to £00,000,000 fecot. Tho princpal fumber
Iandings are Jocated 1n North St. Louls, and
tako in the pninaipal part of the whar! from
North Market Strect to Bissell’s Point. The
landings are controlled by the Knapp, Stout &
Co. Company, Eau Clawre Lumber Company,
Grener Brothers' Lumber Company, Hoary
Lauge, the Schulenburg & Boeckeler Lumber
Company, and I. G. Buckley. The landing in
tho southern part of the city is in charge of tho
Ganahl Lumber Company.

Thoso are dry details that do not by any means
suggest tho departed greatness of the days of
fleating rafts. The captain of a floet was, as it
wero, monarch of all he surveyed. Ho was the
political, religious and civic boss of tho men in
his employ, and ho lorded it over them in a
majestic, biit, at tho samo time, quite a humano
way. Usually a man of magnificent build, the
shagginess of his exterior gives no idua of tho
bigness of his heart.  Heavy-bearded, top
bouted, and filled with the bracing health of
tho rineries, his prosenco inspired awo for the
momon. * 't as scou as his mouth opened and
the plecsantncas of his cosrse voics fell upon
the oar, tho feelirg of sublinity gave way.to
one of admiration, and scon he held your heart
in his hand. Thero were, of courve, some rough
captainsin the old days, but they have quite
perished out of memory, and only the agrecable
characters remain behind.

Thero wero many exciting times in the livea
of the old rafters.  When they mado the shoot
of tho rapids there was danger in their positions,
but, just like the men who court death in the
log booms, these old chaps braved any dangor,
and their days and nights were often full of the
enthusiann and excitement that aro born of the
proximity of trouble. Thero were not, as a
matter of fact, many such thrilling exp-ricnee
as that related by tha literary liarw'  wroto
the *“ Pike County Folks,” but there were some
almost oqually interesting. Shooting tho rapids
v7as frequently the least dangerous of their ex-
ploits.  Pulling the channe) or atecring shy of a
bridgo called for as much care and coolness of
nerve as any other cffort put forward by tho
raftsman. The forward swoeps had to bo work-
od with groat skill, as the slightest crror of
judgment or misapplication of strengthnight
provo fatal to tho rafter aud injurious to the
floet. The cook was tho canonized saint of the
party. The sound of his dinner gong swas
swoct and welcomo to the raftsman’s oar, and it
always got a kind greeting frem an overwhelm-
ing appetite.  Tho couh's hut, with its Vehapa,
1ts smoking astove-pipo and bough-tnmmed apex
—tho templo in which about the enly worship
tho rafters kuew took place, Here they
worshipped threo times a day regularly. The
culinary high priest took pleasure in tickling
tho palates of his devotees, and when at work,
whether peeling potatoos cn the shady aido of
his hut, or stirring the huge pols of Wiling
meat, kept thar individual and collective tastns
in view, and tried to1nake the moals and meal
hours pleasureable to all. Tho timo past s0
of sadnces when the “breaking-up " catno and
the rafts were pickoed th pirces, to be Lilod away
in the lumber yards. Then their camo the
parangs {or awhile, often for cver, for 1n tho
carly days naftsraen wero as human as men are
uow and had thoir Irailtiee. Whisky olten

agreeably thot ot was orally fell Lo o a moment §

brought on fighte, and then the knifo and pistol
came into play. Many a rafter died a violont
death, and the story of Lis taking off furnished
half-hours of gosaip on futuro trips for those
who had kaown and associated with the unfor-
tunate fellow,

VALUE OF BAND SAW BLADES.

That a good blado is cheap at any prico and
an inforior ono is dear, aro propositions which
no onp with experienco will dispute. To this
wo may add that a good blade operated ona
properly constructed machine has a capacity for
woar, and will do more work than the *sameo
value” represented in a circular saw. The
purchaser canuot, from tho appearance of a
tand saw blade, tell much of itsa quality or
temper, nor can he do 8o by experiment without
tnjuring the blade, and he must therefcre depend
maimly upon thu gvod faith, reputation and
expenenco of thuse from whuiu hie purchases.

In urder to have good work dune, it is absol
utely necesssry that the saw should be kept
perfoctly true in overy respect.

To keep saws true, the points of the teeth,
Just before filing, should be jointed with a stone
or emcry brick.

Then comes setting. Thia should bo pro-
duced by blows and not by bending. Setting by
a blow, with the proper kind of a machine, is
dono very quickly and the teeth are sot perfoctly
uniform.

Then, after sotting, if tho sawis touched up
with a file, it will be in geod order.

Now, as fo the use. Do not attempt to uso a
small circle with a wide blade. Keep your saw
sharp, with a gocd sctinit, and you will got
good wear out of it.—~The Woud- Worker.

INDIFFERENT LENGTHS.

“Spesking of tricks in inapection,” said Mr.
Wostern Millman, I was in Boston onve, and
dropped into tho offico of a hardwood dealer
that I had some acquaintance within a business
way. Whilo I was sitting in tho office word
camo that thero was five cars of walnut on the
track from Alr. John Jones, of Jonesville, in a
western state.  Mr. So-and-so called up the
surveyor gencral’s office on the telephone and
atked the party at the other end of the line to
send ‘ Dick’ over to inspoct the walnut,

*“Tho next day I wenw®up into Vermont to
visit somo friends, but in a little over a week
struck Boston on my way home, and steppoed
into Mr. So-and-s0’s offico again to soo if T
couldn’t sell him some lumber. Whilo X was
thero who should bounce in but Ar. Jones, of
Jomesville. It seems that ho had received the
report of Dick’s inspection of that walnut, and
it was 80 unsatisfactory that he determined to
go to Boston and investigato the matter for
himself, Ho waited not on tho order of his
guing but want,

“And he wasmad. AsI zaid, he bounced
into Mr. So-and-s0’s office, and opencd upon
him at onco, without the cerenony of an intro-
duction. He would be dashed af ho wonld stand
such dashed robbery. Ho wouldn't tako any
such money for his good lumbes, and wantod
his lumber back and was bound to bave it
re-inspected.  Mr. So-and-10 talked vory suave-
Iy to him, told him thattho lumber wasinspect-
od by a swaorn surveyor who was under bond to
mako a true report, and that thero could be no
material difference betwoen thoe report sent aud
A new survey.

‘“ That didn’t have any cffoct on Mr. Joncs.
He demanded tho return of his lumber,
and adherod to his purpose to have it resur
voyed.

*“Mr. So.and-so made various ineffectual
offers of compromise, and finally took back
his chock and transferred the lumber to Mr.
Jones. Jonea then went out, but ho had no
sooner got tho door shut than Mr. So-and-so
turnod to his partnerand saig, *X have got to
bo away this afternoen, Won't sou step over
to tho surveyor general’s offico and tell him to
put Dick on that job when Jonos gets around
there?

**I supposo they did not think I heard tho
remark; but they did not make any great

romember that I had any provious knowledu.
of tho transaction. .
“Iam ot givon to interforing with anothey
roan’s business, but tho moro I thought of thig
tho moro I wished X could find Mr. Jones and
tell him what I know, I got back to my hotg) B
just in timo for supper and went into the
dining room and sat down at a table. I vy B
thinking how I could find out where ho wi
stopping when wio should take a scat right
opposite mo but Mr. Jones himself. 1 inty,
duced myeclf to him by saying I wag %
unfortunate as to bo 2 western hardwood mapy,
facturer as well as himself, and that though 1 B
did not remembor me, I was in Soandagy
office when called that afternoon. Then I toy
him all X know and advised him to go arcung g,
the surveyor general's offico in the tnorning ang
demand that another man bo put on that job
place of Lick, who had alrvady been asigne
toit.

** He asked me to go around with huri ty gep f
how 1t came out. I agreed, with the unde.
standing that ho was nut to discluse hus rey)
reason for wishi g tho change. Well, tu i, §
along story sh ., when he made his reques
for a chango of inspoctors, tho surveyur genen)
was much surprised ; said there cuuld be o
material difference; all the surveyoms wery
under oath, ete. Mr. Jones said thotit wags
personal matter with him: he had had ,
personal difficulty with Mr. Richard—— apg
that if all tho surveyors would givo the ssme
inspection it could make no diffsrencs with the §
result or with the office. The general said that
certainly that if it wero merely a persona
difficulty he could have another 1nan; and they |
assigned a surveyor waiting in the room to the |
jobin place of * Dick.’ Thonew inapoction wa &
very satisfactory to Mr. Jones. It gave him
about €230 more for his lumber than the origins
ingpection,”

This is a true tale by one who was there—
Northwestern Lumberman.

THE OENTIPEDE IS QUIOK

Soveral Mexicans wore in camp at the mouth
of the Medina river in Texas, and were lying
about the firo, when ons of thom, Sclestrs
Crucs, saw a largo centipede, fully nine inche
long, teavelling elowly over his leg. Knowisg
that the losst wotion wounld make it sink its
claws inta his ekin, without movine his leg, by
got out his revolver and waited until the insect
had almost roached hisknee, slowly putting the
mouth of his pictol to its head, he pullad
the trigger, and tho centipeds  wa
géne, DBut the contipede’s claws arnp
quicker thaa guapowder, and Cruca began ts
crawp in a few minutes, Thotrace of theintt
along his leg turned a brownish yellow, and the
pleco where it was killod swelled up frichtfully,
Cruca rapidly grew worss, and in a littlo oree
four Lours afterwards he died in great agooy.
Buot tho mest singular part of thostory isthat
tho ballet from Ciuca’s revolver cut & small nick
in the {oreleg of a wuls that was tethered near
by, and at deylight the next morning tho mals
was 2!30 dead, with tho leg s0 awollen that thy
skin bad burst in several places.—~Larami
Boomcrang,

A Singular Discovery-

Whilo making improvernents on landin Car™
ver, Afass,, a singolsr discovory was roceatly
made. Ths workmon distubed a swmall epriog §
and some days afterward it was found to be
throwing out » light substance, which on bsing
examined, proved ¢o bo very fine silica. It wm
testod for polishing parposos and found to be
excellent for cleaning silver,leaviog not a scratch
and giving & besutifal sorface, Tho spring
makos considorabls doposit in a day. Examin:

allica, and other amal) springs have beoo atrock,
which can bo n.ade to discharge if given vent.

It is Runlly Conzumbvtion ®

Many a caze sapposed to bo radieal lupg
diacaso Ia roRlly oho of (Iver complatal aod
1ndigration, but. vniaxs the! ¢ 1iver egd
b restotad 10 bealthy action, It will 80 clog the
lungs with ocorrupliog matlor /s in bring o
tbolr spomds decay, and then indered wo bave
cavsumntlon, which Inserofnla oftho lopngx 12
1ts worst formn.  Nothing can ®o more happly
oalenlated Lo pIp this. davger o the bud thanle
Dr. Plorce's ** Goldon Modleal Discovery.” By

roggists,

cflort at socrocy and besidos tiey weald not)d

ation provas that thero is a larze quantity of the §E



