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THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

GUIDANCE.

I will guide thee in the promise,
Which to us our God has given,
Taking every trouble from us
By which mortal lives are riven,
Guide us when the path is cheery,
Guide us when the way is dreary.

Ol, if only simply trusting,
All our way to him we’d give,
Every wrong His right adjusting.
Happy lives we then should live,
Guided through a stormy path,
Following on by simple faith.

Not that we deserve Thy leading,
Would we ask Thee still to guide,
But because Thy help we’re needing,

Keep us near the river side—
Since for us Thyself hast died,
Pray we, Son of Glory, guide.
—Selected.

MY EXPERIENCE.

“Jt has done me good to find that you
feel as I do about consecrating myself anew.
I thought it was a sort of idiosyncrasy in
me. I had given myself wholly and unre-
servedly to the Lord, and had made no at-
tempt to take myself back; and how could
I give to Him that which was already Iis?’

Those were the words which relieved my
trouble. I found them in a letter which had
been given me to read by a friend, because it
contained a reference to something in which
we were both interested ; Lut the words you
have just seen were the ones that helped me.

I had been dissatisfied and uneasy for a
long time, without knowing what the matter
was or how to remedy it. The trouble would
always increase when I heard or saw the
word ‘‘ consecrated,” because it sgt me to
wondering whether 1 were really consecrated
to God or not. X did not feel sure. I had
given myself to God quite a while before. I
has kept nothing back consciously, not even
my money ; and I had had a struggle over
that. I had wondered whether I ought to
give a tenth of my whole income, or whether
one-tenth of & sum equal to my total ex-
penditure for a year would satisfy my con-
science. Finally, I accepted God’s challenge
through Malachi, »nd decided to give Him
a tenth of the whole sum. He did iless
we: for nothing less than that could have
made me so glad to give every cent of it,
and cven run over s little,

But, after I had settled the question of
the tithe, I was not satisfied. Something
was wrong still. I could think of nothing
that I bad » ot given to God, yet I had con-
tinually an uneasy feeling about it which
nothing quieted. Consecration meelings were
a terror to me. Sometimes I thought I must
unconsciously have played ¢ Indian-giver,”
and taken back what I had given away;
but reflection would convince me that such
was not the case. At last I grew tired of
thinking about it, and went along as well ag
I could, trying to do-my duty, and hoping
that sume day God would give me the an-
swer to my puzzle. And He did ; for when
I saw these words the light flashed into my
mind in an instant, and [ understood it all
then. The words did not actua'ly say,
“You have not acted upon your belief
that you were couscrated to Goud,” but they
brought me the idea; and comfort came
with it. I had given myself to God. I
thought so ; I had known it, but I had not
acted according to my conviction.

The whole matter seemed so simple to
me then that I wondered I had rot seen
the trouble before. I was His, but I had
not realized it mor acted on the fact; and
how glad I was, and am, to feel and know
it! It mekes everything so easy. He has
all the respensibility of caring for we, of
training me and of using me rightly ; avd I
leave it all to Him. I simply keep on the
watch. Does God want that errand done ?
I will ask Him to us? me for it. Does one
of His workers need an encouraging and
cheering lotter?  Perhaps God can busy the
hand which once was mine, but now is His,
with that. Ard so it is all day long. As
soon as one thing is finisbed, the words,
“ What wilt Thou have me do?” iuquire for
the next work ; and, although sowme of the
tasks are very disagreeable to me in them-
selves, though sometimes a barder duty is
substituted for the one which seemed pleas-
anter, it is all right. The physical and
mental powers which are His now must
not disobey His will any wore than they
used to disobey wine.

You don’t know how easy I find it to do
all these things, nor how tharkful I am to
be relieved of all responsibility about myseif.
Christ does so much for me that I love Flim
more than ever ; and He gives me the peace
and rest I wanted and struggled for so long.
And all this happiness has c~me to me just
because I have given myself to Christ
“wholly and unreservedly,”.and not only
think so and kuow so, but act so.— Z’%e
Sunday-School Times.™




