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CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

Observations on and dircctrions for the
practice of Bayonet fencing, arranged
by Cavraes W, Meleon Moone, (lule
ol RegimentyCommanding Pensioner
Force in the Ottawn District,

The discussions of late years on the efficiency
and practical use of the ** Musquet and Bayonet)”
having in n great measnre intioduced the Bayo-
net Lxercise into fencing roums, nud finding
tt Bayonet Fencing wad much practised in
the continental armics, induced e some time
back,.when on Forelgn deiviee, to dovote my
witention to ita practice nnd atility, und to.ar-
range for the amusement of the men of my com-
pany thy following instraciionas.

At this tirae 1 was notstwiuro that Me. Axctro,
“Inspector of Swond Fxercize,” was emdeavors
ing tu introduce u Bayonst Exercise, to be ofli-
cinlly recognized in the sercice, und which lie
had many years before recotmended for adop-
tion by the authorities, #3 2 most nzeful uxans
of defence tor the soldicr and sailor.

The tollowing instructions are vn the same
princaple; but the system s that of the late.
Mx. Busnsas, fonmerdy of the 2ud Deagoon
Guards, welt Rnown 10 the fencing world of
Londou, ns alsn to tho garrison of Waolwich,

3 bent dowen.

as one of the most expert swordsmen of the day,
und who, had he fived, prajosed giving publi-
ety to biis improrements on the exertises of the
¢ Sword and Bayonet” of Axerro,

To Mu. Lvaavay's former pupi!, Enzign and
Adjutant J. Colpoys, of the 4ith Ueghment, 1+
nm indebted for iy principaf kuowledge of the
Bayonet Excrease and ulso formuch vultable ins
siraction in the practical use of thehioad sword,

Mr. Colpoys' proficicncy as a Brond Swornd
I"layer, as well 03 admimble skill in the use of
Musquet and Bayouet, hns peactically proved
the many advantages of the simple system of
Busisax over that of the authorized code in pree
sent nse; and it i3 wow admitted by the best:
swordsmen that the Muzquet and Bayonetin the
hands of an expert playes, who is ulso a swords-
man, has the advantage iu sivgle cembat against
the sword. :

With the Musquet and Bayvonet, stgled by one !
of our ublest Generals “ The Queen of Wes-'
pons,” the skirmisher is taught to Kkuow an
fecl that, individually, 2 man on footis a match |
tor auy norseman; the introduction, therefore, |
of an cxercise which teaches a perfect know-}
ledge of the efticient use of the weapon for the
defence of the Infantey soldier cannot b dispu-

ed.

‘fhe following oxercise i3 submitted as one
caleulated to give contidence and skill in the
use of the ** Boarding Pike,” of the sailor, or the
" Musquat and Bayonet” of the soldicr, either
at close quarters, acting independeutly as scu-
trics j ur in extended order, when taken by sur-
prise.  The motions are feie and simple; point-
jug ont tie best wode of deferee, as all attacks
ugainst the **Musquet and Bayonet” can be
warded off] its weight requirinz but a slight of-
1951 10 tirn o cut or thres! aside, aud the Bayo-
net can alweaye reach the swordsman, when the
latter is considerably out of distance, and uu-
ble to use his weapon witheffect.  1talsoshows

|

‘The enuagineg, or guard position is that
which, while affording defence for the mo-
ment, is the readiest and finmest, either to
attack or defend, and is simlar 10 the 2od
wstion of the infantry sword exercise; it
is called enther right, or loft engage, ue-
cording to the shoulder aud foot inthe rear.

REGIT ENGAGE,

Being iu the position of shouldered, or
ordeted avty, throw back tho right foot
abuut 21 inches 5 heels in line 3 right fonl
pointing to the sight. and left foot and
shoulder to the front 5 knees well bent and
apart 3 weight of body equally on both legs ;
the murquet thrown into the hands amd
grasped as in the churging position 3 right
wrist oun the upper part of the hip, and left
elbow cluse to, and in front of the budy,
with thumbs round and grasping stock and
harrel of the musquet 5 the point of the
bayonet directed to the height of a man’s
breast ; the chest well drawn in, und budy

LEFT ENGAGP,

Ta formed precisely ohmilar, with the ex-
ception of the lefl leg being to the rear,
and 1ight foot i shovlder to the front ¢ the
right hand grasping swell of the picee,and
Jeft hand small of the butt on leit hip,

CHANGING ARMS.

This is done when 1t is necessary to
ch.'mgu from one engagement to the other,
to give cquid facility in using the musquet,
cither with the left or night side to the front,
to ease the arms, aml deiange opponent’s
attack.

CHANGE ARMS STANDING.

1f in the position of right engage, at the
commanmd change «rms, bring the right
foot up to the Jeht, in position of atrention ;
the wusquet upright m front of the body
wittiout chapzing the  hunda i thon throw
the left leg back, to position ot left engage,
ai the samewstant changing the hands in
grasping the piece; the whole peiformed
as one continuons motion : but Jor practice
should be shown in two distinct move-
ments.

THE ADVARCE.
From the right, or left engage, the ad-
vaneed leg is carried forward six or eight
inches in a siraight hne, at the same timo

distance ; the position of the body in no
way to be altered.

THE RETIRE.
In retiring, the advanced leg is moved
Sirst, taking the place of the rear one,
which 1s moved back to the proper distance,
retaining the correct position.

ths attack in 2l situations by varyime the thrust,
uccording to circumstances, cither Hich, Low, or
Siraiz ht Forrord s and can be exercised with
cither side of the body opposite an opponent,
tims geviog geeater facibty and firmness in
wielding the Musquet; it being a wetl known
fuct, that with very little practice no inconve-
nicuce is felt féom its weight,
W. J. B, McL. MOORE,
GCaptain ¢9th Regt.

Brouprox Rinnacks, Chathe:n, 2

27tb February, 1852,

BAYONET EXERCISE.

PART 1.

Previous to commencing the following
instraetions, it 1s necescary that the soldier
should have completed his diill, and have
been wstracied. in the extension motions
amd pusitions of the Infantry Sword Exer-
cise,

CHANGING ARMS —ADVANCING AND RETIRING.

CHANGE ARMS ADVANCING,

left engage,
and ley to the front,
thus gaining on each
one step to the front.

vaneed leg and shoulder being thrown back
and the cugagement changed to the ngh
or left ut each step.
THE “ POINT,”? OR ¢¢ THRUST,? WITH
BAYOSET,

of the bady oaly, from theengage positicn

“bringing up the “rear leg to about the same.

This is done by bringing the rear leg to
the front, and changing tho hands from one
engagement 1o the other. ‘Thus :—if in
the positon of right engage, bring the
tluhit foot aud shoulder 1o the fiont, to tie
andthen again the left shoulder
to the right engase;
change of position
Iu changing arms
retrealing, it is just the reverse; the ad-

The point is deliveréd either by thrust-
ing the musquet forward with the extension

of with a (umre, as tn the 3ed position of
the sword exercise, directing the bayouet
high, low, or uccording lo circnmstances,

YARIATIONS OF THE *¢ THRUST.”?

From the right, or left engagement, at
the command, straight, (exteml) point,
brace up the reur leg, pressing tho hip well
w, and bending the mivauced knee over
thy instepy thuy thiowing the bedy forward,
without moving or raising the fect, at thy
same time thrust the musquet to the fronty
thy height of 2 man's breast, as far as the
army can reach, withont quitting the holdy
or losing the balunce, (whlch muat be pav-
ticulararly atretded to in all thrusts,) the
head lowerod. looking along thie Darrely «.
if taking aim.

RESUME POSITION OF EXGAGEMENT.

High, (exsend) Point. Elevale the
musquet with advanced hand until the
point of the bayonet is sufficiently high: for
a hosssrms 3 then .extend the arms us be-
fore, bat upwands,

NESUME TRE ENGCAGEMENT,

Loz, (extend) Pain!.  Depress the point
by lowering the advanced hand below the
hip 5 saisitz the other about two inches,
but do 1ot shilt the musquet from the side,
or turn tie baisel down.  Musquet pointing
downwaids to the front.  Esteud the atns
as before.

RESUME THE FXGACENENT.

Abore, (extend) Point.  Bring musquet
perpendienfarly in front of the bady, with
sling to the front: the butt between the
legs, and lowered to the full extent of the
arm 3 lovking up, thrust the musquet up-
wards to the full extent of thé arm holding
the butt ; ut the same time leitng go the

other hand, (which falls to the side), and
FRISING 11O - bady aes il hoths <desswss

slmigﬁl; then immuWiately return to the
former position, preparatory to delivesing
‘this point. ) .
+ Thisthurst is intended to be used againat
an enemy who is alinost directly above,
and nearly out of rench, and is the only one
in which the n:usquet is held (althongh only
mumemarnily) by oue haud. ¢
THE LUNGE.

* 1s made from the engagement, by car-
-vying the advanced foot “about a. pace for-

ward ; the heels direetly in Jine,and the re?
snainder of the position the same as in the
extend point, and is the 3rd position of
sword ‘exercis2.

BACX LUNGE, OR THROW POINT.
Deliver the point to fhe front, ag tetore,
at the same moment stepping back to the
lunge pesition with the rear leg, and in-
stantly bringing the frout one back to the
engage position. ‘

THY DOUBLE LUNGK.

1s the two farmer .continued, by first de~
livering tho buck lunge, or throw point,
then advancing one step, lunging,. and re-
covering agan to engage positien.

The throw point, ov back lunge will be
found useful to repel the sudden rush ofan
opponent, and the double 1o become the
assailant, by following up the attack.

In teaching the foregoinyg - movements,
much must be left to the judgment of the
instructor.

It is good practice to perform them slowly
in two or three motions, repeating the num-
ber 3 this will enable the iustructorto see
that each is correctly performed: -

When the soldier is sufficiently inatiue-
ted in the above movements, the following
practice should be adhered to.
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