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peefection at first, Tt tequites the practical experience
of the peopie {hemselves In the wurking out theee
azalems before we can roach aor‘n‘y'blug liko perfection
1!] the varlous me asures Intsoduecd upn n the subject
of Common Hchool Education, bare bren tmoprove
menty upon the tmeasn.es thal hase prececed them
{Applause.) and [ oxttainly thiok that thef.fen s of
the aystem of Eduoation which has prevailed in thia
Prutincs must feel prood upon the present vccasion,
for this Is & great trit mph lo thelr principles this
avenlng.  The ¢ has been a_great doal of oppostion
to anything like a aystem of cducalion, from petrons
who hiave not given so mach atteation lo the gubject
sathoss who have matured this measuse.  There has
besn such slatm expressed by many poople lhat
there was oo great a sysien of centralization
Almned 81, and a geeat deal of oppusition bas Lren
‘manifestad in comoquence, | have nerver been .
advooate for the sysicm of centemiization , but 1 be-
licve onr system hua been mansged Inauch a way
it no offence san be tahen at {t It has been
wotked In such a way as W girve advice tather than
to cocrve the preople. ~ A great deal of power has bean
Yeft with the people, and the Chief Sup rintendent
hias cather endeavored by taoral influenco 10 induce
the people to adopt the eame system of education,
and the same schuol books, &c, that there might be
s uniforin 3 system as poss ble throyghout the eoun.
vy, (Applause) It is impossible without central
organization of 1his kindeihat the necessary statistics
can bs obtalned, or & cor-ect view glven of an educae
tional system, and | believe a great deal of good
mbst resalt from the obtnining of these atatistics.—
With regnrd to this institution go fur, {t has been
most saceessfilly conducted, and ! feel bound W say
that we muat attribute all the meril of that succers to
the Jler. gentleman who has been at the liead of our
LCummon School systemss  (Oeeat applause ) It ia
..only due jo that Rev, gentleman that I sliould take
- thia public oppertunity of saying, that since I have
been a member of the Goverament, I have never
met ona Individual who has displayed more zeal,
ior. mare devollon to the dutles ho Lias beeu called
~upon to Kscharge, than that Rev gentteman. (Great
applause) A good dral of ?prosi'.lnn has beea
manifested, both ip and out of Parliament, to this
Anatisutlon, snd a goud deal of jealousy exists with
Jegard ta [ts having been established in the
QOliy .of Toronto. | can speak frum my own cx-
1 peeicace as 1o the difficulties axperienced in obtaining
he co~operation of Pathiament, 1o have tho necessury
:funds proviced for the j urpose of erccting this build.
+JIng. ?will say, however, that there never was an
-lmdlntl’on a which the people have more confidence
that the funds were we!l applied than in this fnstitn.
ton. There is but one fecling that p.erades the
sminds of all thoss who bave scen the manuner in
iwhich this scheme has bern worked out.  Io regard
to the achool itself, the site has been well chosen, the
. bylidings have been orected in a most permanent
magner, aud without any thing like extravagance,
aud I have no doubt, theto vill bs no difficulty ju
,obtaining the additional Parliamentary aid necessary
to finith them. 1 feel, Ladies and Gentlemen, that 1
must agaio apologize for the total want of prepara-
tion. '1'he bon. gentlemna sat down amidst applanse.
Da. MoOact said, in addressing & fow ohservations
he would tollow the examplo ret by the linn. gentle-
man who had just sat down, as far as brevity isd
concerned, not merely Lecause it was desirable after
the atldress already given but because no intunation
been given him until a shor?time since that 1t
was :xmcud ke should appear before them. He
‘would commence ~n this occusion by congratulating
‘the Cbief Superintendent of Edueation the mem-
Yers ‘of the Council of Public Instruction ard all
tonbected with Toronta, on the success which has
attended thele exertions.  The building itself 13 n
credit 1o the city, and to the architect, and as we
ook around upon this beautiful theatre, and bear in
mind the commndrous arranzements which have been
made throughout every pa't of the buildings, we
-eannot but feel satisfied that the remark has been well
tnads by the Inspector Gene.al, — that you ean find
no instanee in which & sum of money has been bet-
‘ter ‘employed than im the erection of this pile of
‘bulldings, whose insuguration we are now cclebrat-
ing. "But what, he would ask, is the chief thing which
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“had spoken, (he said,) he bad re

given inleeest to flnn mecunf'l Tt is not the pilo of
buildings, not the roems, however highly finlshed
and jrovided with all the advaniages for e succeise
ful careying on of instructinn, =1t is the work that
is to bo cariicd on, and this alope,—a work sccord in
importance t¢ none in the province, for It impresscn
its boly influencen on all successivo gefcrationt.e
Educatian tmpresses I'a glamp not only for the time
but continues ‘ndelible foons onc generation o ane
ather, = 30 thasv whatever be the impreas on the
untional charactee of Canada, it will be ttaced
to  that gyatem of instrurtion  brought forward
in 1841 wud spead throughout the counlry
by the ageney of this Notmal Schosl. Tins
work refers nol merely to  prepaning  teache
ers, by giving then the necersary literasy and
acic titfe gualitic  opg, but 8leo 10 §t8 aching them
»o~a most important distinction  Decawse,
m the expord tice of tima beat aeyuainted with 1his
auljaet, it 13 not the bost echolar, not the man of the
grenieat information that is best qualified to commu-
nisate it It foquenily Lappens that those who have
the highest yualiticationg ate tho least qualified to be
effective tenchers—hencd the necessity of the Norrual
Nch o) with its dnill and discipline, 1t is truly sald
that the aptitude to teach 18 tho gitt of nataee, yet
nature’s gifts a0 tenvered moro available by diaci-
e, and Whe ability to communirate knowledge
1L destven gwlish often from thy dircipling -)-phcci
it 10 it in » Normal Schvol. Huw imporiant is
that teachess aliould be prepared for tho work upon
which such lwmense consequences depend, and of
they aro well qualified it smust eaigo tho chiniacter of
teachers fnustidually and of the profeasion gene-
tally. lle conccived that there was hot provious-
:‘y that attention paid to the impottance and to the
ignity of the teacher that ghautd have teen pad
In other respects how carefully do peuple act, and
yet persous would tenst their children, whose happi-
ness hero and her.after wero dependent on their
teaching, with pessons whose competence for the
task thoy took no trouble to pscerinin, and to whom
they would not give cven a snfilcient remunera-
tion. Thess things liave happily been remedied
{Applause.] Ot what consequence to thy cotomu
uity is this wide diffusion of knowledge? What jne
fluence will tue spread of education hav:in elevating
the ta:tes and in rcpremnmlow uud debaring habite?
And Ob1 how inany are there who if they had but
the avenues of eojuyinent o, ened up W thern which
education presents, would not have go casiy
fulicn futo the dobased and grovelling hatuts which
bavo rtuined them elves and tneir fannles, But in
nnother respect too the diTusion of eduration mnst
exescise a most Important juterest throughout the
countey. We live in tunes whea chie tendency Is to
ad.flusion throughout the masses, of a greates amount
of politicn! prasilege than has hutherto been nsual
The times exist whean the majority of the people must
exercise political privifeges, {Applausc.) and if so,
of what iminense importante is it that the masses
should be educated—that tuey should be placed in
such a P #1 1on that they should know their indepens
dence und understand thele rights—th et they should
postess that power which eduration can alone give
of protecting themselves against religious and poli-
tical imposiors. The learned Chiel Justice has re-
fereed to the advantages which wo enjoy under our
form of governinent.  Of what conscquence that the
people szould bie ableto show that they maintain theic
allegiance 1o the British Crown, and sheir adherence to
the limued monarchy under which we at present live,
not through any nntugmtcd prejudices, but becaus
with the choice uf another form of government on tho
opposite side~and 1 underrate not the advantages ot
that system, for thern are many thingy we might
safely imitate—but from the cunviction that ander
a hmited m :narchy such as tbat of Eongland, they
ean enjoy all rent advaotages and all real fndi-
widual hiberty for themselves & d for their children,
that under 1t they can havo happiness bere, and the
means and upportunity of preparing themselves for
happiness hereafter, (Great np}ﬂause) So far as ho
erred to the diffusion
«f intellectunl and moial afueation. There is ono
{important element which he would br.ef'y nbticol with

reference to religions education. 13is Lordship the
Chief Justice touchéd upon it slightly sud delicately,
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and with thnt caution which the dclicney of the sob.
jeetrugniced), and that 4kill which chriacteriv s every.
thing which falls fr m thatlenened gentleman, (Ap.
Lﬂanu.) In sefeering ‘1o the subje-t, he (Dr. MeUaup

ad 00 herilation in exprraciog M ogwou that o1
of 1he Jfratutes cotnrct d with the Normal dchonl
whlch\o gt almlied way, that provivion lx mady
tor religlovs instiuciion.  [Applaure.] The dificol.
ties of thir gnestion atire [t m the diverity of opiniey
inthe Previnee on such eulgects, e bag ever fany
that the mAn who most conscientionsly held his owy
apintons will yicld the most readily 10 the conrelin.
tonn scraples’ef bis pelghbour. and ne man le imofy
likely 1o offend his neighhour then the raan who daey
not hold his opigions conscientionslys  How, then,ap
surh citcomatauces, s religious education 10 be core
ducted?  Not by the omission of seligions teachl g,
Sotse perrons believe that no system of cducativg
onght to prevail in which the peisons who ca
it on do nut communicate religious instructien,
Others beive that secolar education might by cors
municatee by cane party, snd that religh. = {nsioee
tion thor  be given ‘))‘ others whose 3. ince-4t
is 10 ecop.annicate such instruction. Oné peaat
13 of cnnmi‘umcc. and he thumght 1t is olten ost
stght «f —that fe, 1n whatever way this 1o 10 be
accomplished, whether the religions instruction fs 1o
be given by the tan.e peisonr who tuach the secn.
lar subjects or nut, thete is no pary whatever,
whose opdulon is warth lis cning tn, that dors ned Le.
lieve that rehggions fnstruction s (ndispersable:1y
some way. Thete may be pome that press one vitw
some the other view, but we bave not yet, thank God
reached the point of dis, cnsing with religions {a.
struction, & d e thonfhl it of the gieatest fmpst.
ta: ce that this scheme is baxed on® the vidonvf veK.
gious with sicular education.  Wien ha: considérmi
the advances already msde in Commoh Sehiool eduth.
tion in this Provines, sad the nuniber’of eompeteéi
teachicrs sent out fiom the Noimal Behoid, he véuld
not bul farl that there was & prospect of the realizotivng
of that hope he had leng enfertainéd, that thefdé yet
would be & Larmed in this Deovinee whit I regardé
as pgtlccllogtn thesystem of pablic -edocktiol rder
public grants e tor celved thit miesns would: by
provided by tho ymblie fui 43 ta enalle the sueceysfal
but indizi nt gcholnr 10 pos- thiovgh 1he “riceessive
siages of ¢du ation wnll bie toaele d bis profession,
and thete dev. lap. d the aqlitios God has Riven e,
(Great opplanse ) ‘L1t he conreie o to be the per.
fecunn ol uational cluution — that which places
the bumblest man 5 20 1ar av'his childien is cop.
cerned, 10 8 pusition cqual 10 that of the man of tde
grontist meang,  They all ktew many who lite
syrung from that elasy, who Have done Lonow to Fayp.
tand a- d he doubled wot that ete his nivn coé ey
c.osrd. he wauld s-e many yrace the highest siatlobs
in tho Province who have been orginally ¢dudaind
at the Comniun Schiools by the public funds~who
have prorecded fram the Commoy dehoul, wlere iy
reccived free cducation, to the Grammar Sclool, aind
from that to the Univeraity, where, by means of the
scholaighips provided by 1hat Institution, they wight
quaify themsclves for n succ sful professionnl cs.
reer, And by thelc own ability and theie own indusiry,
with the blessinx of the Almighty, cnrol themselves
a« members of thataristocracy of 1alest and lesrning,
which, though it derives nobiorrowed light fromarces.
teal honour or hereditnry wenlih, yot shines with-the
pursr and brighter beams which emanate feotn tho
self-rellance and indefendenco that chameterise the
man who is the maker of his own fo tune.

Dr. Ryeason rose amidst applause  Hesaidit was
not his intention to make any obgervations nn thé ‘: .
sent occasion,  Ele felt thut it was the dinty- of Gthtis
to speak, and it way the pnewinge of the Council’to
present tha result of -heir joint labours. Boli 3§ Alu.
sions have been made to himse!f personally, which sy
him under de~p oblizations, which embariass- bim
most dreply, in the atte mpt-10 mike any obséf¥atidns,
and, of which be fels himself entirely dnwoxihyf dnd
which cautot otherwise than afford the most Rratéful
feelings of the heart thut fus humble exs1tions- are*so
highly approved by those Whoee good opinion is
worth bus highest ambition 10 deserve, be el called
upon to make & few explanatory remarks, The In-
sre ‘tor General has obstrved that he  underitood: thet
certein resolutions-were to be-proposed; andcthst sl



