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Caae o ke p o tohen e oo b v hound
an the e pthn of Barkby Hodb, to wwell the
ghdds sang bl a that choors away n fine
il 1 ot b ammpersgots daar s the theh-
crerur fUlen Gorse

Tiee conrt of Sr. Peterbure hins never besn
tapposed entrely deficrat anowtngue § to
ropres pbinnt eonrt i n nnler i Lugiand
wondd grue o <higat chare of diplomatie
doater ty, and no samall tax upon tho tune
ared tort of the indivnbaud Loldmg that
sper e oo tustion. . But what ~lall we say
I bt whose oflic 1t was to resude
et o+ n oty a-aceh chupon the Russian
ot wateis the workmngs of that
Lians: sodbas 13, the wio 1 within whouls of
VA TR TR TR TRV  FLVTIE of the world
o b tegeeta Lo tte npotssible and abolute
TSI LN A X 4 ST of Chull;{l: l!l-lt llng'l‘
s n\.u.; bre ath that nught rufll the
tr perereas surfac over which it wus lug
duty 1 keop o vitlant an cye?  Suach an
o cats hinve Lad but suall losare to spare
up b LB m nt=, s b an wne would
L. tl,  Inst man w the world wh m sou
Weetns bo xpret o sen day after doy  cugoy g
witar - tithtsa mn the dolghts of the chias
tupbit o tes bt anterang with curcless ter-
fuane sl ante the convavaality ot the dinner.
tules . Yelowst was— tue Rusannu dipiomatist
would ateal tuese hours from sleep that he
was compdled to devote to Ins profegsional
duticr, ana after riding all day in tront runk,
Qinan; at cve amonyst sparits juvinl and hight-
Learted ob batuself, playing 2 sociuble game
at whiet 1} fur into the myght, would sit up
uil thh ey dawn of morumg sditing (a
sutnewhat ticslish Jucubration) a state pap.r
to hi- - miperor.  Paace beto sashes! Ml
tun hin hucwn aud appreciated many s
tals ute of apertsman, many an agreeble com-
rudde, but nune so clover, Bons o popular as
Le ' One aucedote that St Helters told e
of Jus pocd-lumour and seng frond 0 cow-
pleta 1y illustentes the character of the man,
that | cunnot resist repeating it. Ho hud
Leen but a short time i England, aud, good
lugnrt~ ss 1]l Russians are, bad not then
uequare d s Inter preficiency in our diflicult
language  He was monpted on a horer hired
ot Mr Tilbury, and had neardy got to the
end of nood Tun, but at the exponse of his
hunter, who was completely exhausted.
Iading hisr own ine gallavtly, he cse by
himself to u large stone fence iutv a lane,
whichs he chargad withouta mument’s icsita-
tiens 3 lint Inx horse, being inglnfully blown,
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hastan

dee turd to make ary exorton, and nuog s

bewd upcn lus nder’'s hand mm a state ot
pustul hoplossness. Most men would have
grven up m despar, or vented thar aoney-
auee with whip and spur upon the poor am-
mnj.
bun quitly round to give lum another run
at the fers idding obstacle, be addressed bim
m oseottang accents, and a Janguage he
unagitea the brute could best comprehend—
* W sall try agaw, my gout fiend—we sall
try agmu U and this tme tumbled nk and
crop into the lane.  There was no affectation
n this stoiesm, as he had uo reasou to sun.
pose tuers was & soul within car-shot, and 1t

was the acculental aircamstance of bis bang
vverhead by some one n the lane that!
breught to light this ancedote, so illustrative s

of the conlness aud geod-humour for which
its hiero was fawous.

Evenytlung that St. Hehiers undertock was!

done1u the best possible manuer, and, 2s may
be suppose d, bis little bunting establishment

al Mollon was wantingin noue of thoreacees-

sories winch would bave been considerad - |
.

dispeusablo 1w Ins house 1 town. Nothing ¢

could be wore charming than the domicile
to which I found mysclf mvited for luxury,!

sinall enough for comiort, there was every-|
thing you conld possibly want in the exact!

plac. in which you were likely to want 1t
The dressiug-roows boasted 1ore batys, the
drawibg.-reotus more casy-chars, the library
mure wnung-tables, aud the cellar wore
claret, than aoy other house 1 was m the
habat of frequenting.  The apartments were
low and warm, the walls hung round with
portraite by Fernely of ¢ my lord's” favorite
hunters, wterspersed with &ketches from the!
same prolific brush, of imagnary roos, and|

t
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Nt e the unmoved Russian—turoing ;

cable paty antacooddine s wed 1 e
sofe us for presious disappotutiments, whilst
¢ whint,” that rosoures without which society
mu-t epee bly come to n ¢ staudstdl "—whist
protle red b rattractions, and dealt her honurs
upon no ungrat ful or mconstunt  votaries.
I had not been long at Melton, hefore 1 saw
[ thut this seientific game, played as it wus
there regulurly every aght, snd always by
the same individuals, average good perforin.
«rs, but nothing nore, must, if persevered
130, prove o imne of gold to one, who, hke
tuysclf, was u pluyer of tho first-class, and
who kuew exactly his own strength.  Alas,

1

ithus cariy m hife had 1 learn. d the predatory !

the weak- |
1y own

tiesson of turmng to advantuge
1 nesses of my companons, of adhering to the
Lmaxnn, * never throw o chaner away,'
twas 1 iving with an open-hearted, jovial,
hospatable set of fellows, whuose horges [ rode
,Afor 1ay vwn four were of course insuflicnnt
{tor s1x davs & week), whose dioners [ ate

dwly, and whouse daret mght aftr mgnt
{ mont-ned my uograteful thront, and yet at
| was frows theso very benefactors that 1 beste
1 tated not to win as laree suus as they could
ibe e d to stake, at & game s wineh wy
lown supsnoanty twade 2 cortainty in wmy
tfavor. Yet, had I not doue sa, ind T not lut
upon ways and means such as these to re-
plenish iy exisaustive coffers, I could not
huve hved amouy these very peeple, who
scemed on their part to recognise the right,
which 8 * youny fellow,” as thhy called 1ne,
of fast habus aud no capital, bad to luy the
under coutnvution.  Accordingly, regularly
us tex and coff ¢ mwade thar appesrance m
the gruwineg-room, so regularly did 1 adyourn
ts the Jucratsve task, where shadid hglts
aud 3 green-covered table were prepared fur
the tnougbtful pastime; so regularly did
care, schuce, and menory reap that golden
hurvest wlieh, 1o the long run, they never
fa1l 1o Fecure.

But the rturns arising from successful
whist are ut best but slow, thoush tolurably
sure, aud the practice of playing ivariably
tue same stakes, while it puarantecs the
Juser frum auy otarthug  deficiency, equaliy

large amwount. Wit can bs merely consid-
ered auuccessory, and not a provision ; other
we n» wust bo svught for of permancotiy
rasiug the wind and such was the opinton of
St. Hohiers, no bad judge of worldly pros-
peray, as, ufter 2 better day's sport thany
usnal, we jorge d our tired horses howeward
in cowpany, and the pecr, contrary to lus
wont, save wme the benefit of his advice and
experiruce.

* 1 wouder, Digby,’ he began, lighiing a
cogaur, and ghiowing ms weary stred—tue sec-
ond bic hud «xbausted thut day—to relupse
wto a walk, * I wond.r you don't inzke up to
sowe woinan with money, cut the Guaras,
aud have a house 1 London, witha hunting-
b x down ture ; that is the sort of Iife  that
wotld it you—d. pend upon it, soldicring
is all nuus- nse.”

¢ And sv 1 woulld,” was my reply, ; but
don’ s« .u) ot these Leme ses abeut; bee

SWOrn «D-quy to wanying and giving in mar-
. .

l"
only chanc. .

tauk you arc at all a £ Jlow for a rvastanut-
ton weday . Bui now titere 13 tunt Miss
Spannithoru., wuo was out with Us  lu-uay,
sl will bave sevan thousaad a year the in
stant she cutnr s of ug- 5 to be sure, she rides
like the devil, and that we know bas not a
softening of ct vu purson or wanner; but
the pallss wotl zdtet, nond she 1s rally a
goou-fovking girl. If I wer you 1 should
wake a face wuo swallow 1w’

* Sbhy wouldu't have mv,” was wy modest
reply ; * shedon t Lke good-lovking wmeu.

She was ridinz all to-day witu taut Russan, ;
whose «atne 1 eaunot prononncer, and whose,

appearanc  wouid inghteu & child into con-
vaulsions.’

Pravn np tat werkd, theimottiss ol winels
feonstitut d my whiole existence. 1 would
fhuvc given up position,  profession,  fricuds,
all  and everytbhing, wuhout o mure
mur, tor her. But tuis was 8 mere day
dreamn—thus uid 1 argue with wy dise
honest  huart—imy  fatbyer would never
conseat to wy marnuge with  Miss Bolunont.
Should I curry lber off in defiznece of
the opposition of our respective [amilies,
how were wo to hve? 1 could not bear to
see thut geptle girl subjected to the incon-
venicnces und annoyances, if not the actual

+ ¢ shawrp practice,” wheelt holds for sts chuef!
Herol

preciudes tue winuer from netting any  very |

e
¢ Cela depend,’ »asl tue bactelor peer, * it ,
‘wouhl uot suit me ;but I think it 1s your

i3

Miund, I don’t want you 01

marry avything but a girl waith ) large for-s
tune. As  told you once Lefore, I don't)

hardships ot poverty; I could not stand a
*buy i buttons wating as hey only servant
on 1oy unstocrotic darhng.  Setting aside
tastiftousness and false 1dess of
comfort, 1t would have annoy :d me dresd-
fully tos ¢ her trathng about 1 all weathers,
with tmddy feet and draggled gown, because
1 could nout kecp hber a catriage; to seo her
wearng dark gloves and faded bounets ; to
know that she was forced by nccessity to
deny hiers If those little luxurses which to &
tagh-br d woman may be considered almoss
the ersentaals of life.  All thus wouud have
been to e a source of real grief ; and even
jas I thought over the possibility of such o
wmarring. , these imaginary evis raunkled by
anticipation 1wy beart. 1 onlv meatwn
thus to show how much of real happmess
may be, nay, often 18, destroyed by the false
ideas of r.finensent which are acquired by
tuo many f us mn early youth, and wisichare
never aftirwards to be wholly got rid of.
B sides, I reasoned, surely it 18 my duty to
abstawn from drawing her I love mto such
discomfort, mercly for my own selfish dehgut
in her suciety. Far better would 1t bo for
Ler to reman single, or even to marry an-
other who c:uld support her in that station
to which she hizs always been accustomed.
Suchi is the sacnfice that honour and right
f.cling imperatively demand of we, and such
15 the sacrifice that I will not hesitate to
make. Andif Iaa never to possess Flora,
if the force of circumstances compels me to
forego th- greatest blessing which life has to
offer, is that any reason why I should like-
wise be deprived of a fair proportion of real
comfurt, and the manvy advantages which
would ariso to mefrom a wealthy connection?
Surely not; uader similar circumstances I
would advise the fricnd who came to me for
counsel, as 8t Helier has advised me. I
would urge him to make up to the rich heir-
es«, to secure for himself a position in the
world, and a luxurious home—to grasp the
ositive goou that hung within bis reach, nor
istress himself with vain longings after that
superlative happiness which was unattain-
able; and if this is the course which I should
recommnend another to pursue, common sense
puicts it out as the one which I should mny-
sl follow, and which is alike demand«d of
me for Flora's sake as for iny own. Such
was the vain sophistry with which I strove
to delude my better nature into the mercen-
ary creed of the many, with which I would
fain excuse the treachery of whick I was
guilty to 1ny own heart, the meditated injury

1 ! to my affinnced love, whick I ought to have

sides, T thou bt you, St H.li rs, were a:5°°m'°‘] and despiscd.

And so I embarxed
like others in the venture—I, too, started in
the race with the worshippers of Mammon.
I paid devoted attention to Miss Spinni-
thorne, nor did I neclect the raddy squire,
her parent. I rode at the lady's bndle-rein,
and talked to her papa concerning mangel-
wurzel, when the chase was not too fascinat-
ing to make me neglect my interests for its

'absorbinyg pleasures. As we rode from covert

' to covert, or watcliod the wondrous iustinet of

tho bouud tracking his distan. quarry by

those symptoms which were becoming every

+moment mors faint and fleeting—an exhi-

]

bition of sagacity extremely pleasing to old
Spinnithorne—as I Lave remarked it ever is
to thosc on whom time and good lising have
impressed their seal of ‘slow,” and who be-
come more and more delighted with what
they t-xm bunting, in proportion as their
nerves zet too relaxed for the cnjoyment of
what they contemptuously dub mere riding 3
a$ we trotted slowly along within hearing of

itho bustling pack, whose movements jo a

cold scent gave us ample leisure for conver-

* Not & Int ofa8," shad my Mentor; ‘hke sation, T bad pleuty of opportonitics for
scurrics over an unnndakable Leicostarshire Sir An 1w A ch -k, beard Ber, woo b, pressing g smit, and ere many days had
conntry, with the same dark Decanber thy, wssul bvr $yon oy andertake ler in this clapsed, thought I hiad fair reuason fo con-

 most powerfual auxillary to the ¢ sound mind.’

with them all day. Neliy adores Lundon,
but would be happy snywhere with s person
she ltked—making frightful runniong !

Murch 6.—~The Cottesmore at Roccart.
Miss S. got an ugly fall in Owston Wood ;
prcked her up und consoled her—leaned on
e, feclingso famt. Lust a capital thing
towards Sowperby, and got rather com-
promised. Floral Flora ! vne look of thine
would save me, oven now !

March 7.—"The Quorn at \WWidmerrool. No
sport; rode with Nelly all day. Her father
praising her heavily whenover she rode be-
lore us. ‘I'his Jooks like business. The girl
is evidently switten, but I cannot help draw-
ing comparisons between her and Flora ; the
latter 60 ygentle, so beautifu!, so bewitching,
with lier Invgge melancholy eyes and thought-
ful brow,—the former so boisterous, 50 pros-
perous looking, sv noisy. I believe I shall
always hate fine tecth, fresh complexions,
and sunny ringlets. Besides, nothiug fright-
ens her.  She was riding a violent five-year-
old hiorse, nud sat him as it he was a shoot-
ing pony—cowmplimented her on uer prowess,
aud k- looked so pleased. It must cowe
off suun ror ater, and T shall lose Flora for
ever. Sucnis fat ! Dined with Salaman-
der, and drank oc.aus of claret—fellows alt
very nosy. Won £37 at whist.

March 8, Sunday-—Lay in bed till one p.
m. Fearful dreams. Flora on a runaway
hors-—stopped her, and found she was sud-
denly transtorm.d nto old Mr. Spinmthorne
—wlo gave me his daughter and hisblessing.
Breakfast d, aud mnade up my whist-book.
Shocking bud week—only won £46 on thv
six mhts.  Shall have to mary the heiress,
after all.  2ut it off till after Croxton Park.

-

CHAPTER XVI.

LROXTON PARK.

Mauny and great as may be the failingsof
our English aristocracy, and in these days,
truly, the more exulted & man's position the
more surcly are his peecadilloes brought to
light, ecffeninaey and want of daring can
never be charged against them by their great-
cst enewnies.  Without going into tho invidi-
ous question, as to whether they are not
more wmoral, Letter cducated, and more iu.
telligent than their Continental neighbors,
there is no doubt that their sports and pur-
suils have a less enervating tendency, their
fraines are more athletic, and their habits
more naniy than those of a corresponding
class in any other «civilized nation. The
sports of the field, and the training of the
gywnasium, will ever have a bencficial eff-et
ou the moral tone, as well as tbe corporal
bealth of those who assiduously f>llow them,
and who ¢ live laborious days,” which bring
their own reward ; aud there isa nearer con-
nection than onc might at first sight suppose
between the bodily vigor which resists physi-
cal labour, and rises supenor to
fatigne, and the mental encrgy w'uch
overcomes moral difficultics, and battles
strenuously against evil. I do not go so far
28 tho absurdity of saying that the man of
muscle is necessarily the man of virue, but I
only’'suggest, that in more cases thiu we are
generally aware of, the * sonnd body’ is the

May wo not, then, cougratalate ourselves
that in this conntry, and, I believe, only 1n
this country, we sce the young aristocracy
unflinehiogly take their sbare of all the bnt-
felings inscparable from our rough and ath-
letic amuscments with a manly good humor
not to be surpassed by the brawny clown,
who, sooth to say, is of no more stalwart
frame thao his lordy compctitor ;—that we-
seo the liereditury legilator Iaboring at the
‘oar, with the pluck and enduranco worthy
of a toiling athlete training for the Olympie
wreath, or standing up to the blows of & pro-
f:s6ed pugilist, which, mutiled though they
be, are still no unworthy imitstions of the
kick of the horse, with an unrufiled counten-

Joiced to seo that, lev utihitanans cary

( along with yon hittle Nelt ! (I suc

quy, Wilose youthiul ardor was ¢« by g,
acted by the cool determination of thyg
old man ; I bave secn one on whagy,,
wantlo bas siuco deseonded, and whog,
will be remembered while Fronel 4
holds u bivoue—whilst tho uncmuery
of the heroic Abdel-Kader pervadespyy
of the desert—reheorsing m  reabyy, ,,\
his gorgeous vesture fluttered 1 e
thoso stirring gallops that he has gy
cribed so thrillingly in winged verse, |
scen tho graceful representative of .
England’s most chivalrous harse
witiout effort past the stand, and Leyy
lailed by a thousand voices the artis,
ner by alength, whilst the cordial ¢
lations hio recoived on all sides provg
populanty of tho equestrian ;and | 3

\

will, the spirit of their torefathers
dormant n the gentlemen of Luglagy, «
sit at home at case.” Besides such ref
as these, can anything be ere gt
than a fine day in early spring, on s
eminenco commanding a rich ap)
wooded countryyand surrounded ty
friecnds and scquaintaunces, male and
in such nuwbers as to enable ane ty
the pleasantest as one’s assooistg
out risk of affronting the lss gpa®
neglect 2 Or should wooing be the @
of the day, and the fair object a l&l\':
heart and soul in horses, horsemang,
the mysteries of the saddle. collg
position bo so advantageous forthe pra’.
tinn of one’s suit as & plac~r at her m;%

corner of the grand stand duriug the
Croxton Park ?

Sucu was my position as regardid
Spinnithorne, with whom I was now
the best of terms, and who. I thenght,i
vanity, was only waiting for the im
words that 1hould bind me to her §
Tuese words I had quite made up oy
tw speak, and was now only puttmge?
day to day tire irretrievable loss of oyl
ty, aud wny cternal separation from
YBelmont. 1 hiad determined 1oy fate
be decided at the Croxton Park o
this was the first day of that feshn!
morrow must see me * booked,” Sin
tho idea uppermost in my bran, aslw
Nelly's side, and listened to ber an
marks upon the pageant gomy on bdn
eyes.

% Do tell me whieh borso will win, (g
Grand,’ she said, leaning half her b
the balcony, to witness the operatioa
dling a refractory chestuut. * I fke§
away,’ only he has bad hocks; a2i?
‘Ii’luyples Las befler action for guttingtt

e

¢ Right again, Nelly,' said a voce s
clbow ; which, on tarning round, Ips
to come irom her cousin Tom, and«!
ing a coutin, I was forced to tolcratess
¢ Polly’s tha card for you to stiex by
she, Grand ? I am toride her; yn
I don’t get hold of her cocos-nut
her along ! .

* A nice fellow this for one's wiic's
I cjaculated intermilly duriug this
colloquy ; the said Tom being wy
aversion~—a sort of half-gentlcmag,
man—who would have bacu 2 ‘ls
had he been an Irishman, but who
tershure was only that worst of all
a * sporting snob.’

t\Well, Tom," said my goodls
¢ futare,’ * I'll bet you two to on2
your mount.’

¢ Done in gloves,' said my averswa!

liked to choke him ;) and if she do?
T'll send you the spicicst pair of rea:!
that Grantham can produce.” Andt
refined promise he went down to ®
vious t0 mounting the aunumal
which I sincerely hoped mught b
neck.

* Is that man a friend of yours ? &
Overbearing, who bad been L
Cousin Tom with her glass up, and #
pression of intense amuscment ®;
hauglity featurocs.

* No—yes,’ I stammered out, 4
sort of cousin of Miss Spinnithvrne—

auce, that shows how self-reliance, accom-
paunied by a quick aye and ready laund, can l
tura the rade struggle luto a triumph of sci- *

in tho pink bonnet.’

(To be continud’.)




