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favored with any other revelation than that committed to him; and al-
though that revelation was vitiated and corrupted with thousands of the
wildest fancies and most absurd notions, yet it never has been complete-
ly lost. Hence the mostignorant savages have some idea of a God, and
offer him some kind of worship. They endeavour to propitiate him by
sacrifice, and consider themselves under some kind of moral obligation
to one another. They view certain actions as pleasing, and others as
displeasing to him,

The Jewish religion, though once enjoined by divine authority, as ex-
hibited in the Old Testament, has, by the same authority, been set aside,
as having answered its design. In the best form in which it could now
appear on earth, it would be as dry and useless as a shell when a kernel
is extracted. 'The good-things once in it are no longer to be found; and,
as corrupted by the modern Jews, it is quite another religica than that
instituted by Moses. 'There is nosalvation in it.

The Mahometan religion recognizes 'three hundred and thirteen apos-
tles, of whom six brought in new dispensations, viz. Adam, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, Jesus, and Mahomet. The last vacated or rendered obso-
lete all the preceding. ¥t consequently contains mapy items of divine
revelation; but these ave, like the fragments of revelation found in the
pagan establishments, so perverted asto be darkness instead of light.
The Mahometans have, like the modern christians, their different sects,
their orthodox and heterodox teachers and opinions.

The ¢ christian nations® have the Bible, but many of them have, like
the Jews, rendered it of little or no effect by their traditions. Dividing
the whole family of man into thirty parts, five parts are professed chris-
tians; six parts are Mahometans and Jews; and ninetcen parts Pagans.
Thisis the mournful state of the world according to the most correct
statements. Add the Mabometans, Jews, and Pagans together, and they
amount to twenty-five thirtieths of the whole human race. So that but
one-sixth of Adam’s offspring posscss, and but few of these enjcy, the re-
velation of God.

T'o what is this doleful state of the world attributable, is a question that
deserves the attcution of every christian. If there were no lercafter,
the teinporal wretcheduess of ignorance and superstition present. anobject
that must awaken the sympathies of every benevolent mind.  And if there
be a hereafter, and if future happincss were attainable to those immersed
in pagan and Mahometan gloom, wretchedness, and crime, still the ame-
lioration cf their eaithly condition, the rational and christian ¢njoyment
"of this presem life, are oljects of such vastimpurtance, astoeacite all that
is within us, to consider whether those possessing the light of hcaven are,
in any sense, chargeable with the crimes and miseries of the heathen
world.

If, as some affixm, ¢very man is accountable not only for what ke Aas
done, but for what L¢ might Lave done, the question would not be of dif-
ficult determination. But as we would wish to see this point established



