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CHURCH WOERK.

the two last verses of the Epistle of
8t. James. The work is plainly
and directly pointed out to us, and
if, in Christ's mame and for His
sake, we take it up with heart and
soul, His blessing must rest upenit,
for we shall be co-workers with
Him. Wordsworth; in his exposi-
tion of the passage, says that by
thus ‘ doing the work of Christ, in
seeking to save that which was lost,
e are made partakers in His Work
and in His Glory.’

‘What a thought is this! The
humblest Christian seul ean thus en-
Joy adignity which no earthly great-
ness can bestow,doing the very work
of Christ, saving a soul from death.
covering a multitude of sins {  And
if eur faith be indeed Fariru, a
living conviction that Gop 7 and
that ¢ He is a rewarder of them whe
diligently seck Him’ how ean we
fail te exert ourselves te bring others
to that fountain of living water of
which we ourselves have tasted?
¢ If any of you err from the Truth,
the Apestle says; alas! in our day
they are not fur to seek, the world
is full of such, they are en every
hand, perhaps among those we love
most dearly, to whom our hearts go
oeut with fond affection, and in
whose earthly welfare we feel the

. tenderest interest. De we need
the Apost'e’s words of wondrous
encouragement to make wus do
Christ’'s werk of turning even such
a leved soul from the ervor of his
way? Have we not erery incentive
beside that greatest of all—the thus
making eurselves on: with ( hrist ¢
The very sense of our own utter
unworthiness should make us all
the more exger, the more passion-
ately desirous of doing something
for Him. The very consciausness,
it may te, of past failure im some

feeble effort thus to do His work
should but spur us on te renewed
efforts with strenger faith and deeper
love. Or even if in our secret soul
we have to confess that perhaps by
our own lukewarmness or eur own
faithlessness in time past we may
have hindered the growth of faith
in others and been thevery stumbl-
ing-block which turned them from
the right path, ther should we with
humble, contrite hearts seek to
redeem the time, while it is called
te-day. Thus in saving others we
shali save ourselves. Not only
shall we be the instrument wheveby
the mantle of Christ’s Love shalf
cover in another the multitude of
sins, but our own sins a'so shall be
done away, nailed to His Cross and
buried in His Gravs.

But how to do His work? some
will ask. What influence can I or
I possess over another soul that can
turn it Gop-ward and Christ-ward ?
What knowledge, what argument
can I bring to bear upon such or
such an one; perhaps utterly care-
less, or perhaps a scientific doubter,
with all the counter arguments at
his or her finger ends, or one whe
has put Philesophy in the place of
Religion er who weighs the virtues
of a Confucius or a Buddha against
the attributes of Christ? There is
but one answer to this. An intel-
ligent, living Faith, cannot be at &
loss to express itself, and cannet
fail of influence. Even the scoffer
must be silenced if not convineced
in the presence of suck faith.
But a living faith means a knew-
ledge of those things relating te
itself, and its possessor must, at
least to *some extent, be able ‘to
give a reason’ for its existence,
such a reason as by Gop’s Grace
must carry weight te minds and



