
the present. Some may regret that we had not lcft sonner and preventcd sncb
loas, and others raay tbink -ve ougý-ht not te have left. To ail such we can only
say we remaitied nt our post as long as possible, and tbought it to, be our duty to,
do iso, and we entrent thom to judge sparingly, and raLlier to give us and our
work on Tanna a continucd and dccpened intere8t ini thoir prayers. Do noL ]ose
heart. Satan's apparent triumphi may lie only of short duration. Truc, to
some Tanna may appear to be now what it was twenty years ago ; but I believe
that there is an amount of religions knowledgre coîumnunicated and believcd even
now on Tanna, that.ill tho powers of darkness will not be able to withdraw; and
oven now on Arîciteuin, Mr Mlatheson has twelve of his l£.aunese living with hini,
a.nd daily under his instructions. Let us then examine and learn from the past,
diligently improve the preserit, and hope for victory nt no distant day. Il Thy
will be donc." Ilf

Wo bad re8olvécl, before leaving Tanna, to prosecu te the study of tbe Ianguazre,
the translating of tho Soriptures, and our work as far as able; but it -appeared de-
sirable to ail the mnissionarics tlîat one of us sbonld at present vieiL tho colonies,
and bring the interest of the mission belore the Presbyteriain Churches there, and
to urge their Sabbath sehools to assi8t us to procure a vessel of about, 70 tons, s0
as to bc able to carry on and exterd our work arnong these isiando. Beine unan-
imously appointed, at the urgent request of the other menibers of thc' mission, 1
havu roluctantly undertaken this very important and responsible mission. On
account of the xnany -reverses and trials of our mission, I go at the «Worst time ;
and fieeling niyself ill quaiied for this work, on which «so mueli devends, I entrent
the prors or the Ghurehi for Gode' hlessing, which aiGrie cau. give suceess ; and
Oh, thathe rnay overrule our trials for good, and greatly increase the miissionary
zeai o? bis Chiurch in the extending of Cbrist'a kingdom, cverywhere among the
hoa.then, it the prayer of, yours, &o., <JOUN G. PATON.

.Rev John Kay, Sec. R. P. F. M Com.,
(Jastle-Douglas.

P. S.-Since we left, a white mnan bas been*killed, and another severcly wounded.

LITERAL TRANSLATION 0F À PETITiON
SENT SUBSEQUENTLY TO TUE 1-LIGIIT 0F THE MISSIONARIES, BY CEItTAIlZ ChIEFS 0Fr

TANNA, TO TUE GOVERNOIt 0F N. S. WALES.*

The prayer o? the Tannese who love the Word o? Jcbovah to, the G~reat
Chie? of Sydney.

To the Chief of Sydney, the servant of Qucen Victoria of Britannia, saying,
We great men o? Tanna dwelilu a dark land. Our people are vcry dark-hearted,
they know nothing.good.

M issi )a ton the man, Missi Matheson the man, and Missi Matheson the woman,
have dwelt bore four yams (years) to teach us the worship, ofJehovth ; their con-
duct bias been straight and very good, therefore we lova these tbree iestionaries,
and the woréthip of Jehovali whieh they three have taugbt us Tannese.

Alas! a part, as iL werc, only three of our chiefe3, whose naines are Nauka,
Miaki, Karewick, Ringian, Enakarupi, Attica, and Naniaka, tbey and tlîeir -peo-
pie haLo the morshin, and aIl good conduet like that whieh the word of Jehovali
teaches us, and the people of ail land8. These men ail belong to four villages oDIY;
tbey have stolea ail Nlissi's property ; they have broken into bis bouse ; Lhey bave
eut (lown bis bananas; they bave scolded and persecuted him, and they desire te
kill Missi and to cat hum, se, that they may destroy the worahip of God from, the
land o? Tanna.

WVe bute exceedingly thoir bad conduet, and pray you the great chief of Sydney
to punish the-se dark laiese wbo have persecuted Missi, who, bave deceived Misai,
wbo have altogether decelved tbe Great Chief (Commodore Seymaour), and the
Chie? (Captain Hume) o? the imcn-of-Nvar, and vbo, deceived the chie? aind other
missionaries in the Johrn Wsilliarns, who murdered one o? Mr Paton's Aneiteum%'

The orig~inal in the Tannoe lang-uage bas been forwarded, but the translation will probably
provo to lis iost for ecdification.-ED.
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