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n B 1875,
o,
not 38
his facs that though the work has grown upon
their hands from 15 supplemented Congre-
1 gations 1n 1863 to 40 in 1875 ; and from
d £1100 required in the former year to $4000
in the fatter, yet by the increasing liberality
u» PR ofourown Pcople. by the generous sym-
Wy § pathy and aid of the parent Churches, and
ing Ml sbove all by the continued blessing of the
wn, JR Church’s Great Head, they have been en-
by il bled s fax to fulfil every obligation into
which they have entered, ~ Truly we have
«l I reason to tlank God and to say, The Lord
<) A bath been mindful of us. Such has been
¥ ta record of the past, and the future wo
1o @R tivk will be equally propitious. In one
n R o another the United Church must
of QR will take up the work in which this
» PR Conmitiee has heen engaged; and with
1o Jthe enrnest belief and hope that this will bo
« Itme, and with a far greater measure of
" Jlcer and cfficiency by their successors
than by themselves, and thas the Divine
u idonce and blessing which we have so

ould bring this report to a close.
B All of which is respectfully submitted.

Gro. CrrisTiE, Convener.
Tuos. Sepewick, Secy.
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OBSERVANGE.

el a5 this Synod is with & country and
uch which have done so much to main-
i the Christian privileg2 referred to, it
SRl 10 hold forward the samo standard
Pl 1y to preserve the due remembrance
ate Christiun Sabbath.
gl (our Committes’s report posgesses the
general features as those fur some
ispast.  Little outward progress may
par 10 have been made during the year.
8% Sabbath has not, however, been neg-
B! amidst the claims of kindred sub-
R:_Many of its friends have been striv-
J§u promote its Scriptural observance.
Bgeanection with the improvement in the
& of religion, somewhat extensive
I‘g' the cvidence is undeniable that

l's Nay has been increasingly

ey experienced may be more richly
rouchsafed in this and in all othur matters
v the United Church, your Committes

EMORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH

B The Scriptural observance of the Lord’s

y has received the serious attention of
ngelieal Christians in both this and the
Bther country.  Scotland has done much
W Sabbath observance, aud the Sabbath
K done much for Scotland. In the com-
SRial capital of this continent, as well as
¥ Dominion, strenuous efforts have been

sions which are frequently made on the
utity of the Lord’s Day.” Closely con-

worship has beon more largely attended on
that day ; while religious meditation and
Christian conversation have with numbers
superseded * thinking their own thoughts
and speaking their own words.” Many of
the young have also had set before them a
much better example of the sanctification
of the Subbath. ‘Those who instruct and
direct the anxious inquirer and young
Chiristinn should attach much importance
to the proper use_of the precious hours of
the Sabbath. The progress referred to is
all the more gratifying in that it is likely
to bo & permanent and uncoasing source of
ain.

§ On the other hand much watchfulness is
still required.  As facilitics for the acquisi-
tion o? wealth increase, inroads are likely
to be made on the “onc day in seven.”
As pleasure-seckers multiply with advanc-
ing population, further encroachments on
the Lord’s Day may be expected. In theso
circumstances the friends of the Sabbath
ought to maintain & firm attitude. In-
*struction given in the past requires to be
repeated with greater foree of argument
than ever. The truly spiritual observance
of the day by those who profess to honor
it ought to become more marked and de-
cided. Example here is excecdingly valu-
able, The nomingl observance withoat the
reality has greatly encouraged desccrating
practices.  Let, therefore, all the members
of the Charch, as well as its officers, prac-
tise what they profess or teach, and thus
bear a consistent and weighty testimony to
the value of Sabbath observance. With-
out this the Lord’s Day will undoubtedly
become more secularized, and a plausible
enemy to vital Godliness will come in like

a flood.

Ministers, Elders and Presbyterian
Magistrates residing in localities in which
public shows are exhibited, would do well

to watch the movements of these disturbers

of the quiet of the Lord’s Day. To magi-
strates especially must the Church look
more anxiously to wicld the authority
with which they are invested for the repres-
sion of glaring outward breaches of the
Sabbath laws. This like the temperance
causge, is a sphere in which civil authority
occupies & somewhat well deflned position

in this country. Those who have been
chosen to enlorce civil law, when required,
should become well acgaainted with their
duties . and responsibilities, and be always
ready to administer thelaw of the land in a
firm and impartial manner.

Your Committee feel that they should
not closs their report withoat an allusion

to the loss which they have sustained in the
removal by death of one of their most active

and useful members. Rev. D. S. Gordon

_;"‘«w- snd rightly employed. Public

hes for a number of years taken a very
getive and oven leading part in promcting



