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repea:ing a truism. So apparent is it8 imf-
portance to every one wvho knoivs any tbing
of gospel promises, privileges, and appli.
ancee, that it seems needless to make such
an affirmation. *Who that bolieves the
promiQzes " wlere two or three are gathered
togcther in my name, there arn 1 in the
Midst of thern/'-" If two of Von shall
agree on earth as touching anything that
they shahl ask, it shall be donc for them of'
rny Frather, which, is in Heavea ;"-Who
that has rea the history of the primitive
Chureh as recorded in the Acta of the
Apostles, and] traced tise connection betweea
unied persevering prayer, and the wonder-
fui revivals of Pentecost aad succeeding
days-who that knows anything of modern
revivals and the rneans which God bas
biessed for their production, ueed hc told
that the prayer meeting as an ageney for
advancing the cause of Christ, has a value
and power passing computation. Whea
in addition to ail this wie endeavor ce
realize what the prayer meeting rnay be-
corne as a menus for developing and stimu-
lating the spiritual life of a Christian peo-
pIe, we wihl feel thlat it pessesses a preclous-
ness wvhich very few appreciate. The
prayer meeting therefore should bc very
dear to Ged's people. It shDuld engage
the warmest symipathies and tic rnost
carnest and sanetified efforts of ail who
would advaace tise KingDdom of God ion
their owa seuls or in the world around.

III.-HOW CAN WE MARE THSE PRAYER
«MEETING WHÂT IT OUGHT TO B1E.

1 have aiready to seme extent auswered
this question under tie preceding head ; but
let us -ive it a litie more consideration. To
elevate the prayer meeting to anything like
a desirable standard ils flot easy. There are
many diffieulties lu the way of maling any
improvement. The low state of religion is
the great barrier ia the way, and a rnost
discouragiag feot. But that on]) makes it
the more obligatory ana neccssary te try
the more uuceasingly and earnestly. la
eider te have ie prayer meetings ail that
we would de-sire, it is necessary that the
àplrit of the people in general be changed.
If alhearts are warm, the prayer meeting
will seu~ get warmed up.

Mar

It inay be true chat ove have net the
material in abundance with whuich to make
a lively, influential prayer meeting. But
have wie net somne 'viti which te mah-e a
commencement? Are there net twyo er
three at least who desire a better btate-

wlso rnourn over tie religious coldness aosd
desolatien ? Weli, let chose who feel tis
acknowvledge it te -one another, and tis
awakeu a feeliug of sympathy, and upt%
Up a Babjcct of coasmun inte-est. And if
tiey commence te talk te othera, they wiji
perhapa flad more with the same feingb,
or they may aiwakea others to, bimilar de.
sires. *Let themn throw away ail diflence,
reserve, and false delicacy about tise nias-
tors, and revive the eld jraocoice of talking
te one anetîser about religion. Lut theui
draw mocre closely together, and fan elàzi,
others' embers of zeal and denàire into a
flame. Just as la kindliag a fire wve draw
cogetier the coals and blewv upon them
until they blaze, and gather arounci thea
the, driest materials we can gct, se let us
drawv cogether tise few live Christians we
have, and stimulate and encourage ose
another and thsen draiv others in as ove can.
?erhaps a special ceuference zf ûIl %hr,
taie any part in tic prayer meeting miglit
be beneficial. It migit awaken a greater
intereat, and direct more earnest attention
te tie nature and design of prayer meetings
and ivbat is ueeded te give ciem lite and
interest and efficacy. It rnight quicken
effort and bring eut views as te the rnetbod
of conducting sud managing the prayer
meetings, and ench oe migis. be, engagel
te feel a persoual iutes-est, and try te make
it wvhat it ougit te be. For this should be
understood and actcd upon, chat it ils flot
se much tie minister's meeting as the peu-
ple's, and that they are clsiefly respoasible
for its interest and efllcacy, and tisat every
one has a part te, pcrform, that every ose
shouid bring bis quota, and that ho should
net refuse te, perform chat part becnsebeo
feels that ho can do it only imperfectiy, ur
witheid his quota because t la small. 50
lot hlm net despise the day of saah thinga,,
for hoe knows mot te what a greataess ic
May grow. fly tbe exercise of bis gifts
they wiil grow to his own comfort and le


