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2'hc Arnerican Âssocidtio?î for the Advancemcnt of' Sciénce.-
Tlie adveint of the distinguislied iei wvho constitute the inem'bers
of ibis socicty, and the other illustrions foi cigners who have been
inv'ited to ulieet thein in the city of Niontreal in Attgutst next, will
be one of the most impoitant and interestingy events that lias ever
occurcd in Canada. We Nwell remémiber when, at a meeting of
the Coutidil of the Nâtural. listory Society held during the winite'r
of 1856, the propriety of appointing a dee into, rcpresent the
Society at tlic Albany mneeting of the Association, ivas suggested
anîd prolposed. And whien its prescît, President, M1r. Principal
Dawson, hinted that M)onitieal wvould (10 well to invite the savans
to miake that city their next place of mieetinýg, wc recollect the
donbts that. were cxprcssed and the (liffieulties tlîat were thoughit
to lie in t! e way of sucli an offer heýing acccpted. It ivas said
for examipie, that. hie Ainericani meiers wonld never consent to
the Assoviation asseinb)ing on this side of the unie '450, and it
wils strongly urgyed, certainily with mhore of trath than poetry in
the argument. that the Naturat Iiistory Society, a paralysed,
helpless and alniiost. hopcless institution, struggling biard for
its verv existence, to invite an Association so active and energetic,
so disting(,uihIeil aniid so full of vitality, would not only be a shock to
inodesty, 'but a proceeding wvhicli if favorably received, -%onld
place the Society in the most awkward dlifflcuilty of providiug iways
and means in accordance with its obligamtions, to accommodate
and entertain the Association so invitcd. Mhie dissentients wero
bard to satisfy, but they were nt ]en-gtl coivinceil. The quiet
but telling and practical arguments of the President. brought
them over. There was no knowing, what miglit bo the resuits
of sucli a meeting, w'hat its good efi'ects alike to the aged professor
ând the V'ery tyro in science. To bring liero so inany o? the
icarned in this continent to mneet togrether in social communion,
for the interchange of gyreat thoughts, would re-animate the dry
bones of our society anîd make it again live. The exciteinent
would not pa8ss at once away; the influences would îot. be trans-
ient, but abiding; they -,vould be with us long; we trust they
-ivill, nover leave us ; and that (to use the words of an eminent,
philosopher speaking of thc great sister Socicty, the British
Aseociation.) whetlicr the matlîcîatieian's study, or the astro-
,noior's obevtror the chemuist's lalboratory, or somo ricli
distant, îneado'v unexplored as yct by botaîîist, or some untroddou
iiiounitaibn top), or, aiiy of the other haunts and homes and oracular


