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Stork Department,

Good Stock,

Tug: recent Provincial Exhibition has been pro-
wonneed o decided success. The excellence of the
articles exhibited, the throng of visitors, and we
presume, the pecuniary results, have realized the
most sanguine expectations of the Association. Dut,
to cstablish the success of all such exhibitions, there
is one result requisite, without which all the labor
and troublo attenling them will be comparatively
expended in vain.  Unless our farmers are stimulat-
ed by what they sco to a landable emulation ; unless
the display of good field and garden produce incites
a desire and effort to raise the like; nnd ualess the
<how of heautiful animals, in fine condition, dimin-
ishes the lazy complacence with which the casy far-
mer has been accustomed to regard his lean kine,
and all the varieties of bis ill-favored stock at home,
and gets him think-
18g whether he can-
not himself raise a
breed of animals
that sbtall at least
approximate to the
excellence which he
<¢es and admires—
unless, as the main
result of these ga-
therings and this
competition,  the
produce and stock
throughout the coun-
try generally be-
come improved—
then roust these
arnual exhibitions,
however admirable,
he pronounced a
failure rather than a
success,

Looking now at
the department of
stock only, let us
enquire whether
there i3 any valid
reason why the or-
dinary farmer, who
caras his daily bread
Ly his calling, who
has nosurplus funds
to spare for mere
display, and can af-
ford no fancy prices
to gratify lis taste
or his rvanity—is
there any suffieient
reason  why he
should not bo the ownerof first-class stock of all
kinds ? snd would it not pay him better than raising
inferior animals, of the old sorts, and in the old way?
It will befound oa investigation that many of our
most successful stock-raisers Have begun with very
small means, and have attained their present success
by skill and attention rather than by money. Many
instances in point could be adduced. One farmer,
for cxample, who has taken priges for his cattle in
local and Provincial Exbibitions for several years
past, commenced bis farm experionce by purchasing
from a neighbour, at the ordinary market price at the
time, a single cow in calf, The calf proved to boa
heifer, a very pretty creature ; and from this, by judi-
cious selection of the bull, and intelligent ‘care in
rearing the young,—lcarning his experienco as he
went on—for bho had not been a practical farmer in
the old country—hoe gradually improved his stock,
without making a singlo expensive purchase, till he
became tho owner of ono of tho choicest herds in the
Province  As ano'her example it may he mentioned

that the animal which took the first prize in the grade
class at therecent Exhibition, was raised in the same
way ; and tho best judges on the ground afirmed
that it would bo diffteult, if possible, o distinguish
this animal from one of the purest blood.

There are plenly of similar instances, to en-
courage the poorest farmer in the saudable desire of
improving the stock on his farm. Let him remember,
that the keep of the best animal is perhaps less ex-
pensive tban of the poorest of the same class. For,
an animal in good condition will eat less than a leun,
hungry, balf-starved creature, whose appetite is never
satisfied, and whose instiocts cry out against the low
condition in which ho is kept.

It has sometimes been objected against high.bred
animals, that thoy are less hardy, and more liable to
disease than ioferior stock; and that the farmer
who raises the flner breed is more exposed to loss, on
account of aickness and death, than he who keeps
only the common kind. Surcly, there is some mis-
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dition of an animal cannot render it moro liable to
discase. It may be true, that in man, increased re-
finement and mental culture, which are often attained
at the expense of physical development, may bring
in a trajn of corporeal maladies to which inferior
races, or lower classes, arostrangers. But these dis-
orders are not the necessary associates of a higher
humanity. They spring from violations of natural
laws, and the neglect, often, of the most obrious
conditions of bodily hesith. The higher physical
development engenders a vigour of: constitution and.
epergy of vital power that will resist etfectually
those sources of diseaso by which tho fecbler body
would be overcome. The prejudice in question has,
most likely, arisen from tho fact that slight notico is
taken of tho sickness or death of. the poor animal of
little worth ; whilo the loss, or mere ailing, of a sal-
uable animal makes a great semsation. It is nut
that good stock are more subject to disease , but tbut
their disorders aro reckoned of-more accouant, and

their loss more severely felt. Bat this is surely no
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sound argument for keeping inferior beasts. You
cannot cohance the value of anything on other terms
than rendering its loss, when it occurs, more heavy ;
but the risk of loss is not thereby increased. In the
case under consideration it is even, with proper pre-
cautions, diminished, and vastly counterbalanced
by the advantages and profit of raising good stock.

Every farmer has it in his power to attain this de-
sirable object. Let bim, if necessary, sell some ol
his present inferior animals, and buy one good heifer
calf, one son pigof saperior Lreed, and make n com-
mencement in the same direction among his poultry,
selecting any of the excellent varicties that may best
suit big {aste or hisspecial purpose ; and by after
care and attention, choosing for Lreeding always the
best females ho can raise, and using for scrvice only
the males of approved qualities and pure blood, it
pessible, ke will soon sce his farm stocked with
animals that he will bo proud to own, and that will
yield him far better returns in pocket than he has
nitherto realized. There is one other point he must
. attend {o. Besides
the carcful selection
of the parents, he
must never stint the
young. Door kecp
wnd  neglest  will
Sheck the growth
and alter the form
of animals sprung
from the very best
blood; and, in time,
produce a degener-
ation from which
all trace of tho ori-
ginalexcellenco will
bave disappeared.
Onc of the disadvan-
tages of possessing
only orlinary stock
is that the farmer
will be tempted, on
account of their
small value, to ne-
glect them; while
the owner of a fine
animal is impelled
by considerations of
interest, as well as
the pride he takes
in his property, to
give all duoc care
and attention to the
creatures whom he
values so highly,
aund probably elects
into the circle of his
pets. When right
views on this sub-
jeet become more
general, the raising of first-class stock will be regard-
ed, not as the amusement merely of the wealthy, but
as tho business of the farmer, whoso calling, by this
means, and by the enlarged intelligence pervading
the other departments of his work, will become mors
profitable, and will be held in higher esteem.

Tur Duragau Cow, * Grace DarrNg.”—We com-
mence our series of illustrations of prize takersat
the recent Provincial Show, with this choico arimal.
Her pedigree is asfollows :

No. 1006, Light Roan, calved April 1st, 1863, bred
by Jobn Snell, Edmonton ; Grace Darling, by.Baron
Solway, 602 ; 1. dam, Fancy, by John 0’Gaunt 2nd,
(13089) ; 2. dam, Fairy, by Logan, A.H.B., 95; 3.
dam, Double Rose, by Prince Hal, 137 ; 4. dam, Ros-
¢illa, by Enchanter, (3729) ; 5. dam, Eivira, by Young
Comet, (3437); 6. dam, Emma, by Rockingbam, (560) ;
7. dam, Annabella, by Major, (393) ; 8. dam, Ada, by
Denton, (198) ; 9. dam, Aarers, by Comel, (150 ; 10.
dam, by Henry, (301), 11. dam, by Danby, (190).




