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Brasses and @fmagc iﬁfzuxfs.

Rad-Top—Agrostis Vulgaris.

Tho Red-top, Agros’s valjarie, illustrated on tus page,
is ono of tho bost kuuwn of our grasses, and one which,
although lightly esteemed by somo tarmers, 182 roally
valuable grass, in some situntions being the most valuable
of all grasses. In Pennsylvania it ts known as Herd's grass,
m New England as Burdon’s grass, It grows from cne to
two feet high, and flowers in July.  Its favorite homeis
in wet pastures and swampy meadows, where 1ts roots in-
terlace and consolidato the sward. Its sccds weigh about
twelve pounds to tho acre.  Cattle relish hay mads {from
this grass, especially twhen mixed with other varieties,
Dairymen valuo 1t as s pasture grass.

The Woburn experiments give the follow:ing a3 the pro-
duct of an acre :—10,209 pounds of grass, which, in dry-
ing, lost 5615 pounds and afforded 632 pounds of nutritiva
matter. At the time of sced-ripeningit yielded 9,628
pounds of grass, half of which disappeared in drying and
from which only 251 poundsof nutritive matter were
obtained,

Mr. Charles Julyan writes us from Presqu'ile, Owen
Sound, with reapect to this grass :—'* IS appears to be in-
digenousin Canada. I have noticed it on mny farm, amongst
other grasses, although I havo never sown it, Tho flowers
are in a looso open paniclo.  Tho spikelets aro one-flower-
ed or onc-sceded, and the whole head has usually ared-
dish purple color, very conspicuous where growing in
quantity in meadows. It grows about two feet high ; roots
creeping. This grass is widely keown, In Xngland itis
called Fino Bent. It succoeds best on rather moist soils,
where it is one of the most valuable grasses, although asa
whole, muoh inferior to timothy, .13 well adapted (like
June grass) to sow with the latter, and forms a densosward
over the surface, which otherwise is left bare after
cutting timothy for hay. It 13 perennial, and makes good
permaner? pastures in which it should be fed down 50 as
to prevent going to sced, which renders it unpalatable. It
is one of the besy lawn graszes, and sown with June grass
and white clover, forms with weekly mowing a beautiful
green carpet. The seed 13 small and four to six quartsusu-
any seeds an acre.”

———

Manare for Grasses.

The Michizan Agricultural College experimented with
different manures as top-dressing for grasses, with the
following results, as reported in the Mickigan Yarmer*

The resultsof asingle top-drassing on eight plots of nearly
half an acre each of sandy warm soil, exhibited the follow.
ing facts at the end of three years; the top-dresmmng was
applied in 1564, and the grass was cut twice each season in
1864 and 1866. The produce of each cutting and of cach
1ot was weighed separately and a perfect record kept. The
results of the four seasons were ay follows:  On the plotto
which no manure or fertilizer was apphed, the total weight
of hay yielded per acre was §,740 pounds. Where two
basghels of plaster per acre were applied the yicld per acre
was 13,226 pounds, gain of 4,481 pounds. Where five
bushels of wood ashes were applied the yield per acre was
12,907 pounds, a gain of 4,165 pounds. Where three
bushels of salt wera sown per acre, the yeld was 13,969
pounds, a gain per acre of 5,227 pounds.  Whero 20 loads
of muck per acre were laid on, the yicld per acre was
13,816 pounds, a gan of 5,074 pounds. Where 20 joads
of horse manura were laid on, the yield was 14,686 pounds,
a gain of 6,224 pounds. These are results which udicate
that there aro fertilizers which will produce as good results
ag plaster. For instance, tho plaster yielded a gain of 51
por cent., while the horse manure gave an increase of 71
por cent,, or nearly a ton more grass per acre in the three
yoars.

FeequesT S2epine ApviSABLE.~Clover 132t 1ts bost for
pastars or hay tiie second year after sceding. 1f allowed
to grow throuzh that year, its roots extend as far as thoy
ever will, and the leyisin beat condition for ploughing. 1f
kept lonﬁcr the clover runs out, and its place is left vacant
or tilled by weeds and inferior grasses.  1f timothy is mixed
with clover at seeding, it will partially aceupy the ground
23 tae clover retires, but never so fully as if the original
seeding was timothy. In short, keeping a clover sod over
the second or third year, at most, 13 srenerally bad policy,
and should be d.stouraged. For one or two yearsland in
clover increases n festility ; after that tho advantago is
loss until another seeding is had,—Country Gentlemun.

)
Hixing Cloverand Timothy.

The custom of sowing timothy and clover togethor isan
old aud extensive one, and pretty well established, showing
that it has something to 1ecommend 1t; yet an inmensy
loss is sustained as it is now practised. In the first place,
thets i3 tho tov common habit of thin sowing, then that of
late sowng; also that of sowing on poor land or land badly
prepared.  Lvery reasonable furmer knows that thin sced-
"ing, or a poor catch, is worse than no seeding at all, as at
| best it gives Lut part of a crep, which does not pay for the
Isbor and sced expended, and the use of implements and
tand. A total failure, as was the case two years ago, is’
preferable, as 1 necessitates the re-ploughing and re-seed. !
ing of tho land, with a chance for amprovement, if thesame
recklessuess ia not repeated, which generally is, trustig to
tho scason for luck, and not to a judicious preparation of
the soil. The majority of scedings are too thin; the land
does not carry what 1t is capablo of dong, and what affords
the greatest prefit; and the trust is to natuse for supply.

Led Top—Agrostis Vulgaris.

ing what the farmer neglected.  But this is & slow process,
and will not succeed if the land is not suited to 1t, which it
rarely is.  We cannot afford to wait; it isloss. It is a
blind effort to attempt to grow a good crop on poor land,
whether this crop is of grass or grain. It requires a good
soil for grass or clover, as well as for grain or anything
clse.  But we scem to be thoughtless. Wo are apparently
of the opinion that forage plants are an enricher of the soil
{which is true cnough), and :11 that is necessary is to pug
in the crop. The failures have been so numerous that it is
a surprise that farmers should persist in such a course.
They do not es..  to the cost.

Thus much for general seeding. Now for clover and
timothy in particular. The usual way 1s to sow equal part,
by measure. This is the cause of much mschief. Where
the land is good and the seeding a thick one, as it should
be, tho first year or two will show a heavy yicld of clover,
which smothers the timothy. At the end of the two years,
when tho clover disappears, the land must be re-ploughed
or re-sceded, which may be done with advantage. Harrow
well in the spring as soon as the land will bear it; sow and

cover the sced; a Thomay’ smoothing harrow is the hest to

do this, as it does not bury tho sced too deeply ; orsow on
tho lato snows. This will afford a crop the same scason,
and securo a good stand.  The fault here is the loss of the
sced (timothy) in the first sowing.  ‘Tho clover should
have been sowed alone, This is tho pian I prefer. Getall
the clover tho laud will bear, by preparing the soil well
and sowing thick. This will be one of the most paying
ccops, and besides, the land will bo prepared for tho
timothy which is to follow. It will be largely enriched
and made mellow, and insure a good catch if the sced is
put out in good time,

. Thero is another way that has proved highly successful;
itis todouble tho proportion of timothy to clover—sey
eight anarts of tho small sced to four of the latter per
acre. lais will give a fair yield of clover, witha 'bottomn”
growth of timothy, making a large and excellent crop. At
the disappearance of the clover the timothy will be there
to oceupy the ficld, The small proportion of the clover
enabled ‘bo timothy to get a good footing, filling up the
vacant spaco, giving also a chanco for the suz and cir to
help it on, Itis true that the clover by this method will
not be 8o hoavy—~though a good erop ; yet the lack will
almost be made up by the timothy. This addition will
make a fino, tender focd, and afford variety, It will do
excollently for all kinds of stock if harvested in timo. M
friend Smith makes this his practice, only he sows much
more sted per acro. He always has a heavy sod from the
start. The land being good, and in good condition, he
grows largo crops of titnothy, the clover aiding in the pre-
paration of the land by enriching and mellowing it, tho
nitrogen gathered by the clover being taken up at once, or
before the rains wash it out. In this way the timothy is
saved and made to do service from the start.

A crop of pure clover is excellent as a crop by itself,
capable of being made a large yield, and is highly nutritious
for winter foed, while the land is immensely improved;
but it does not leave it 8 meadow. Clover is eminently a
grags killer. There must be a chance fivcn for the timothy,
and from the start, else the powerful legumo will smother
and kill it.—Cor. Country Gentleman.

Lucerne—Alsike,

Ep:tor CaxapA FARMER :—I have neither heard nor
scen anything of Lucerne in this part of the country,
although 1 have seen English Rye-grass mixed with Alsike
and Red clover, and looking well on a farm in this town.
ship. The proprictor approves of Alsike cloverasa forage
plant. It was not growing so long asthe red clover when
I saw it, but he assured me, ko had count.d one hundred
and forty-three stalks growing from ono root. Some years

'ago in n wet summer I aaw a stalk of Alsike about 8 fect

long, butl helieve it requiresa good soil «nd a moist
season to grow so long as that, unless there are two varie-
tics of it.

1 seeded down a field of spring wheat with Alsike and
Timothy last year. Thc Alsike took well, but the Timothy
did not. This season it is, asmight be erpected, con-
sidering the severe drought we have had, very short ; and
the crop of hay throughout the country will be very short.
Very little fall wheat is sown in this country, except on
the Indian Peninsula and théke it will hardly exceed half
a crop, being badly winter killed.

Spring whent, barley, oats, and pease, are looking weil
though rather short in the straw. Potatoes are looking
well, and where pains are taken to destroy the yotato
beetle, will perhaps give a good crop unless the presentdry
weather should continue throughout the growing seasou,
but the grubs which in some places frequently injure the
crops are very little complained of. Mayfield beans are
generally more or less injured by them, but this year I
have not noticed a single bean cut down by them, though,
owing to the drought, many of the beans failed to germi-
nate.

Owen Sound, July 20t1;. SARAWAR.

Grasses ¥or Liont Sonts ~—Flint recommends the fol-
lowing muxture of ses for light sandy soils:—Tall
Meadow Oat qrass, 3 pounds; Urchard grass, 4; Hard
Tescue, 6; Meadow soft grass, 3; Italian ryc grass, 4;
Perennial rye grass, 10; Timothy, 3; Red clover, 3;
White clover, 4—total 40 pounds.

Lawxs, —Mr. Elliott writes to the Gardener's Monthly «
~—* Glad to seeagain your caution about barnyard manure
as an mdication of weeds : you should also say, use no
strect sweepings, for they are all full of weed sceds.
Your former words advising well rotted mould spread over
an inch or less in depth was ono of the best udvices. My

ractice, however, has been in early winter to sow fino

ono meal, then in, say February, useo salt, and soon after
the grass starts in spring, plasier. The quantity of each
depends upon tho condition of the lawn and what has
before been applied ; if much manure has been used, more
salt ean be used than where little has been, and less
plaster is needed.”



