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THE VEGETABLE GARDLY.

A Paris Market Gardoner on Sowaze Manuve.

Every time that we visited the ground of the
eewage garden at Clichy we were stiuek with the
difference begween the crops there, and sinlar crops
in market f.’\rdvns. ‘The vegetables appeared to he
only half the size of ours It was the -umne i the
case of fickl crops, and especially with the beetoraot
and maize. The scason was mest, aud, from the
nature of tho «xpeument, the manuie was most ;
we did not, therdfore, form any opimon with respect
to the value of the sewage. In 1568 the engmeer-
cultivators of Clichy were favored by an exesptional
summer.  In that year they could cotapete with the
best market-gardens o pumpkins and cardoans.
But is there anything surprising m that ? What
these plants require is lenty of sunshimme above, snd
plenty of waterat theit roots. Therr salads, clthongh
apparently flourishing when young, had almost all
damped off when gathering time came. 'The eab-
bages were only a very sunderate crop. The lecks
and carrots the same, The tomatoes were a short
crop ; the fruit was tolerably good, but ripened very
late. The melons plantea vut penshed to the ex-
tent of three-fourths, and the remaming fourth was
only saved by the exceptional heat of the summer.
The white celery was satistactory, but the celeriac
wasnot, There was a very fine ficld crop of mawe ;
but the year was unusually favorable for this crop.
The beetroot was very inferior to that grown in the

lain. ‘The potatoes were for the most part lost,

ut then it wasa bad season for them nealy every.
where else, The badly-formed and strange-looking
tubers, and numcrous deformities of growth proved
that the mode of culture cmployed had been un-
favorahle to them., The following are some of the
most inportant of our observations :—On a space of
42} square feet, we counted twenty tufts of I'rench
beans—in a market-garden there would be forty to
forty-five tufts i the same avea.  On o cmilar area
were eighteen plants of celetiac—~in a market-garden
there would be forty-cight plants, double the size.
On asimilar area were twenty plants of white celery
~-in a market-garden there would be fifty-six plants,
certainly finer.” On a similar area twenty-four plants
of endive—in a market-garden there would be forty-
cight. On a similar area cipht heads of cabbage—in
a market-garden there would be thirty-six; and so
on with all the other erops.  The balf of the ground
is lost in the channels, It 1s impossible to make
sowings and interplantings among the plants grown
in this way, and yet the produce is only very indif-
ferent in size and development. 1t is only at the
distance of 15 or 20 leagues from Pans that these
sewage crops could compete with those of the mar-
ket-gardeners at Amiens. As for the Parisian mar-
ket-gardencers, these experiments have taug! . than
nothing worth knowins, unless 1t be the fact that
they aie still the mosyadvanced men in ther busi-
ness, and that in this so much extolled sewage
manure they will find notitg worth adopting.
The field crops at Clichy did not offer a more en-
couraging prospect ; on an area of 94 square feet we
reckoned cighteen plantsof maize where there should
have been donble the number. On a simlar aiea
we counted twenty-one very middling plants of beet-
root. In the plain this space would Be oceupied by,
at the least sixty-three, and at the most eighty-one
plants, with finer roots and of better quahity.” All
the other crops there called for sumlar remarks,
Supposing for a moment that the plants grew as well
at Clichy as they do with the market-gardeners,
would the latter be able to draw any profits from
their land, rented at from £24 to £30 an acre, if
they grow their plants with such spaces between
them? Assuredly not. Since the engincers have
done so badly in an exceptionally good soil and an
unusually fine season, the market-gardeners will, for
a long time to come, stick to their good hossc-
manure.— 7' Garden.

Drainage,

About three-fourths of the complaints that reach
us of the misbehaviour of fruit-trees, and the failure
of vegetable crops, and tho unsatisfactory blooming
of roses and many other things, have one common
origin—the want of dramage.  We see people labor-
Ing awayat the surface, rarsing the level by additions
of soil, manuring liberally, removing plants that have
not prospered, and planting others in hope of better
uck ; and we can tell them, when all 1s done, that
until they secure the first essential of success—a
rapid removal of surplus water—there can be no stcs
cess to their cfforts, manure and plant as they may
At this tuae of year you have but to open a hole one
spade deep, ana in Jess than ten minutes that hole

will be filled with water, which proves that the
whole surfaco soil is saturated, and that any cavity,
tuunel, or opening would fmmcdiately draw off the
surplus water, according to the capacity of the open-
ing, and that therefore very simple and inexpensive
means would sutlive to cnable the suil to get rid of the
water which is in ¢xeess of 1ts power of absorption.
A two or three mch pape, lawd ab a regular fall at
about three feet bcnmt‘n the surface, will cffectually
drain a breadth of from 20 to 100 feet in width,
aceording to the nature of the soil and its relative
level.  Generally spealing, the drams should be
three feet decp anid twenty-four feet apait; but ina
wet clay they will not be too close at twelve feet
apatt.  In districts where there is any apprehension
of the disturbance of the dramns by moles, oneanch
pipe shoulil be used.  On very flat land a fall of one
in fifty will suflice to keep the water moving; but a
rapid fall is preferable if the outlet is low enough to
admt of it, us in times of sudden heavy ramfall a
quirk removal is very desiralde.  Of course we can-
nnt here enter into the details of the subject ; but as
thisis a good tune to drain land that requiresat, we
again reunnd our readers that youd diamage promotes
the warmth and feaitihty of the soml; and, on the
other hand, a water-logged seil 1s almost poisonous
to every kind of plants that come under the care of
gardeners.—~Gurdener's Magaaine,
4

Spixacr.—In the spring, when anything green is|P

something of a luxury, few things come more aceept-
able to mnst tastes than a dish of spinage. Itisa
vegetable that requires for its Lest development a
rich so1l; as sich mdeed as 13 asked for biy any
gavden crop.  The sceds may be sown cither broad-
vast or in rows about fiftcen inches apart. Some
growers sow 1adishes among the spmage plants
carly spring, but this is only where the ground s
very rich, so a3 to force on the radishes 1ast, and
get them large enough to be drawn off and sold before
the spmage has grown much in their way.

THE FLOWER GARDEN.

———

Ny Flower Bed.

A lady eorrespowdent of the Fruit Recorder gives
that paper her experiences of flower culture under
dtliculties in the following words :

I determined to have a flower bed, but I thought
I had seant matenals for making it. 1, a woman,
with two altanst babies to cate fir aud housckeeping
to attend to, scemed a very unlikely person to make
flewer beds, with no very available materials, but I
went to work. TFust, by dint of perseverance 1
gathered together a pile of stones from various
places on the premises, and with them described a
arcle on the tough clover sod, about six feet in
diameter.  The sod was not eut up within the cirele
but was left for drammage. Then with an old wheel-
barrow I hauled three or four loads of lime from an
old mortar bed and dumped down withm the circle
of stones.  Then 1 brought two loads of sand that
had been thrown to the surfaco when the well was
dug. There was no manure available but fresh
horse manure, but of this 1 hrought three loads, and
then mixed thoroughly the sand, lime and manure
with enough surface carth from our new garden to
make the pile high enough for a flower bed.” Then 1
made auot‘ncr circle of stones, three feet in diameter,
on top of the pule, and filled this with manure, carth,

cc.

We had chickens ; from their domicile I obtained
cnough hen manure to cover thinly the pile of dirt.
This all happened in the spring. I let matters
rest now till September; when 1 sent to one of our
prominent scedsmen for mxed tulips at 50c. per
dozen  Ysent for single early parrots, double and
late show tulips.  When 1 set themn out I put a
handful of pulverized charcoal (from the Pitchen
stove) aroun(l\ cach bulb. The next spring 1 had the
most beautiful array of tulips I had ever seen. If
tulips are hoed every day (like gnions) they will be
wonders of beauty; try it. As soon as done
blooming I plucked off the sced pods so that the
whole strength of the plant would go to the bulb for
the next season’s blooming.  When in bloom I had
taken clap boards split to the width of two inches
and driven them into the ground around the bed 1S
inches apart, and twined other spht hoards among
them. I thus formed a fence two feet Ingh that was
useful in keeping out cluckens, dogs and mischievous
babies. Tlus I did not constder ornamental at the
time. I now had an opportumty of procuring leaf
mould from the woods; thus I spread over the hed
two inches deep and I hope to sec the good effects of
it next spring, ~ But' I wanted flowers through the
sumtner, and I hope scientitic florists will not turn

up their noses when § say that I planted petunias
and morning gloriea in my tulip bed.  These don't
need to be sown in a hot bed, and transplanted with
great care, but can be sown just whete they are to
grow and will renew themselves cach year if you do
not feel dispoeed to gather the sced,  An arch
formed of old barrel hoops makes a’very good handle
to our large flower basket ; for such it scans to the
beholder, The effect 18 truly pleaung in the morning,
to sce the wealth of morning glorics — purple, blue
and pink overtlowing the basket on all sides, erecp-
g in the grass and twinng around the hamdle with

ctunias peeping between,  This is a simple flower
Ecd and does not take much tuno or money; but
everybody that sees it admires it.  And now [ have
told you how 1 made sumething out of almesta thing

Bdgings for Garden Walks,

It is generally desirable that we shoulld endeavor
to prescrve the shape of vur flower beds and borders
from year to year, so that the plants shall not inter.
fere with the walks,  Where fluwer beds ave cut ont
in the turf on the lawn, ar edging with the spade 18
all that is necessary to keep them m shape for all
time. 1t has been the custom for years to usea
dwarf-growing box for cdgmgs : still this 18 used only
by a few, and as it does not” flower, there are many
who would prefer to use flowering plants for this pur.

080,

The double-flowering sweet violet is a capital plant
for edging to beds, borders and walks. “The best
tune to plant them isn the s‘)rmg, when the beds
are spaded up and got into shape jor the scason.
Draw a line where it 13 desirable to form the cdgmg,
and after separating the plants into small picces,
plant them firmly about six inches apart, along after
the line. Inashort tune they will present an un.
broken line or edge, and the nest scason they will
giveanabundance of their aceeptable fragrant flowers.
The double Russian is the variety best adapted for
this purpose. The annualsand other flowering plants
can be planted quite close to the violets, as some
shade will be found to be beneficsal to them.

The double daisy makes one of the best of floral
edgings, and should be planted:quite thickly for fino
effcet.” We have secen edgings of this pretty and popu-
lar flower that were vastly supenor to anything clso
in the line of edgings,

The Scdums Swboldi and Varicgaium are excellent,
used for this purpose, being both perfectly hardy,
beswdes standing perfectly well through the hottest
sammers, becommng denser each suceeeding year, as
well as beiug loaded with rosy purple flowers in the
autunn,

The dwarl, finc-growing varietics of Semperrivum
(Live-for-ever), may be nseld with eapital effeet and
results, and will please all who try them for tius pur.
pose. Tor edgings to walks and beds m the kitchen
gavden, there is nothing to equal or compare with the
double-curled parsley ; and as this can be procured
cheaply and with so little trouble, as well “as bemg
of service in the kitchen, we advise all who care for
trimmness and neatness in their garden walks to give
ita trial.—B. B. in the Farmer.

New Orcnip.—One of the most striking and cle-
gant orchids we have lately seen, and one guite new
to us, is phajus bicolor. 1t has the halat of P.
Wallickii, but the flowers are smaller, more clegant
in form, the sepals and petals lanceolate, browuish,
the lip pinkish  We saw it lately in bluom at the
Jardin des Plantes, and were much struck with its
beauty.—Gardeners' Chronicle

O~ rtne Coromix¢ Powrr or Warce —It is a
curjous fact—and I am not aware that 1s has been
noticed by scientists—that pure water develops the
coloring of such leaves as alternantheras, golden and
silver tricolor pelargoniums, resmes, crotons, &e.
Drought takes the color out, water cither puts or
keeps it in.  There is no doubt aliout the fact; as I
have scen thousands of alternantheras almost color-
less during the past season of drought, and others
that have been soaked with water once or twiee a
week beautifully colored.  Frequent overhiead water-
ings is also the surest method of fixing the color m,
and Lringing more color out, of golden tricolor
pelargoniums.  Underglass water is equally effectivo
1 keeping such leaves in full color. ~ Ircsines and
amaranthuses become dingy during growth, aud color
up anew after rains or artificial wateisngs. Andeven
the greenness of grass and of the fohage of treesas
iargely dependent on the amonut of mostuie that
falls upon tham.  Many rosesagan, especially pinks
and reds, are so much finer and mote delicate
color after heavy rains or artificial waterings ; Marie
Beaumaris for_instance, is a sight to sce alter a heavy
rain.—D, T\ F. in The Garden,



