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only a few scattering hives which were
saved within the town.”

From Amarillas, & town on_the south
ooast of Matanzas Provicoe; ‘‘Before the
war there were 10,000 hives inthis district,
now only ninety.”

From the foregoing it oan be seen that
at least 90% of all the bees on the island
have disappeared.

Sinoe the first of January, 1899 to July
13t, over 600,000 1bs, have heen exported
from Havana. Of this amouut over 500,000
1bs. havo been shipped direct to France
by the firm of Bridat Mont 'Ros & Co.,
who on agoount of their straight dealings
and liberal prices, have succeeded in
haundling almost the entire arep of honey,
thus breaking ap a oliqus of dealers who
formerly put their own prices on the
article and crowded out legitimate com-
potition. During the two preceeding
yearsthe same firm exported over 1,500,000
1bs. of honey and large quantities of wax.

There are now in the Province of
Havana nine modern apiaries containiag
abont 1700 hives, and others are being
started in different parts of the island.
The countrv around Nuevitas, in the
Provinoe of Puerto Principae, has the npame
of being the finest part of the island for
bees, as large quantities of honey and

wax are brought from there in coasting
vessels. From what the writer has seen
of the island there is very little territory
where bees do not do well unless it is
where theve are a great many sugar mills,
and the surrounding conutry is all taken
up with sugar cane, and unless the place
is overstocked with bees, the writer
thinks there are few plases where ten
gallons per hive cannot be obtained.

The price in Havan: markets range
from forty to fifty cents per gallon net,
the buyer paying the cost of package.
The crop is” all handled in hogsheads of
from 100 tn 105 gallons each. Inany good
location 300 hives can be kept without
overstocking, and with the exception of
during the extracting season, from De-
cember 18t to March, one man can care
for two such apiaries, provided they are
of easy access.

. There are also difficulties to be taken
into consideration, but as all bee keepers
know, manv of them oan be overcome by
the judicious use of that onme quality;
vigilance. Oue ofthe main things necess-
ary ia to keep the colonies all supplied
with young and vigorous queens, thereby
freeing them from the ravages of the

moth, so much feared in tropioal conntries.

As there is no time duacing the 365 days
of the yoar (except when it rains) when
the bees cannot get ont and find some-
thing to carry in, they osn be inoreased
very rapidly.

During the rainy season, especially the
latter part of September and October,
when we are sometimes vicited by stormes
and rains whioh last several days, it is
necessary to watch the bees closely and
sometimes foed the weaker ones, for the
high winds bruise and toss about the
nectar yielding plants so much, that ther«
is o soarcity of tlowers, and those whic)
are short of provisions are liable t.
succumb vefore Nature gots back to he
usual condition. When the rainy seaso
closes in November the tlowers begin tu
give & variety of color to the luxurian:
vegetation, and from then until Mare,
there is nothing to do but take out hone-,
as the bees store it so fast that the
queens are kept restrioted to the lowr
story. In March and April some honey
is also extracted, but the queens begmn
extending their domains, and swarmirg
commenoces, although the swarming fev.r
does not get so bad here as it does in the
northern climes,

Last but not least (although they are
very small) is the ant problem, which is
one of the most important to the Cuban
bhee keeper, especially during the rainy
season, for they take refuge by thousands
under and in the hives, and often canse
wenk swarms to abscond.

Avother important matter to take into
consideration here, is the cost of living,
which is at least fifty per cent. more tian
in the United States.

Withtheexceptian of sugarand tobaree,
which are the staple export produots al-
most everything is imported, not that the
country ocannot produre everything
needed, but on account of the total de-
struction of rural wealth and the dep.pu-
lation of the country, there is nothing
planted, and what wera once produ tive
farms are now abandoned to weeds and
grass. Thisof course. is only a temporary
condition which will disappear when the
tide of immigration tarns this way,

On Angust 10th bee hives were placed
on the free list of importations and al-
though tha daty on ther was not exces i
sive, it will doubtless give stimulation to
the industry, but even if Cuba does take
the lead as a honey producer, as long as
the duty of twenty cents per gallon re-
maing on extracted honey, it will not



