In many respects Mahometanism is a ' Destroy the sanctity of the Sabbath and
most debasing religion, and is disfigured | woull you retain it long in Seotland?
with the grossest and most horrild super-|  One of the worst things about the Ma-
stitions.  Wo have just passed through homctan religion is the low placo it as-
the Fast of Rhamadan in which, from signs to woman, She is treated as an
sunrise to sunset, no fullower of the inferior being, T suppose not ene in a
Prophet of Mecca is permitted to tastoa thousand Mahometan women can read.
It of bread or drink a drop of water, Never permitted to appear in public but
while during the hours of night he may 'under a veil—and there are plenty of
rivt and revel at his pleasure, and indeed,  veiled women moving up and down the
I believe, the reins thus thrown louse, streets of Caivo—forbidden out of her
after a ridiculous and meaningless res- family to associate with any but her own
traint, you have as the result a wild li- sex—you can think what the mother in
centivusness. Strangely enough, through 'an Egyptian houschold must be.  Mar-
this sacred month, for the Fa<* continues | viage 1s 2 mere thing of parental arrange-
a whole moun, there do not scem to be, ment, the young man and woman oaly
any special religious services—work and | see each other once, and that on a visit
business go on as usual, and there is’ of the former to the house of the latter,
only, perhaps, a greater regularity in of-) when the destined bride must hand
fering up prayer once a week in thejcoffee round. Of cowmse this means a
mosque. i vast amount of dumestic misery, which

One of the sights of Cairo is the dan-,'S not alloviated by the system of poly-
cing Dervishes. As these Mahometan |§3mY and tho law of divorco which the
saints exhibit at night, I have not seeni l\‘omr} teaches. . A husband can divorce
them; but they perform their devotions : his wife, e.gn, with @ mere word spohen
before the public (and for English visi-| i1 tho heat of passion; twice over, in-
tors ab least, provide refreshments when deed, he can take her back as casily as
they go to seo them), dance and sing.h.o puts her away; but after the third
their breath out, still shouting out the, fime the re-union can only be cifected in
same refrain in a kind of wild monotone, , f‘he mos ‘1°g“‘.“‘§33 way. Nor aro the
“There is one God.” horrid cruelties” of false religions un-

{known. At one of the festivals, for ex-

The loud hum of this thronging city  ample, it is the practice of the deluded
never ceases. On Sabbath day as well ; people to lay themselves down side by
as week-day all the markets ply, the!side in long array till they form a
mason hammers at his stone, the cobbler  pathway of human backs, over which a
and tailor and saddler are as busy as | saint in professed ecstacy rides on horse-
usualin their sheds. You remember the | back, grievously mutilating many of the
description in Nehemiah, last chapter.) poor creatures. Nor is there need of
This is exactly what you have in Cairo. | force to get the victims, there is, I am
Stand on a Sabbath morning beside the  told, a pexfect frenzy of eagerness to have
famous Dabe-nouss gate, the gate, that, the honour of being thus trampled on
is, of victory, a noble picee of ancient|by the holy rider. The moral results,
masonry, and you might count the,asa whole, aresuch as you might expect.
camels and donkeys with theirback-loads! The Egyptians are a monally degraded
of sugar-cane, and vegetables, and toma- | people.
toes, and oranges, and beans, and fire-
weod, and building stones passing
through in hundreds, while other entran-! ~ And yet there is anotherside. Since
ces into the city are still more crowded. , I came to Cairo T have read the Life of
Thero is no rest day for the labouring' Mahomet by Sir W. Muir—it is a long
men and labouring beasts in Lgypt.' and full and fair account of that remark-
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