THE CHRISTIAN. i

cra of reformation is, we doubt not but that the ¢ra of restotation
will as far trascend it in importance and fame, through ihe long
and blicsful Millenniam, as the New Testament transcends ia simpli-
city, beauty, exeellesey, and majesty, the dogmas aud notions of the
eveed of Westmiister and the canous of the Assembly’s Digest. st
m so farns th. aneient order of things, or the rcligien of the New Les-
tament, is resteied, just so far has the Millennium cor.menced, and s
far have 11s hlessings been enjoyed.  For to the end of ume, we shalb
lrtve no other revelation of the Spirit, no other Testament, no other Sa-
viour, anc no other rcligion than we now have, when we undqrstand, be-
heve and praetige the doctrive of Chirist delivered to us by his apustles.
A. C.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Proutive CarisTianiTy, displayed as the only antidole against Na-
tional Establishments, and Fcclesiastical Imposition. By Joux
MCartxer.  Glasgow. pp. 46.

"T'uere are few subjects upon which it is moie important that Chris-
tinns should have correct views than the nawre of Messial’s kingdom,
and the means which he Lath appointed for its extension and establish-
ment.  The erroneous views which have prevailed among professors
on this subject, have been productive of the grealest injury to christianity.
Nuotwithstanding the clear and explicit nature of Divine revelauon, and
the vast amount recently written on this subject, much ignorance still
vests upon the pablic mind, bothk regarding the nature and origin of the
existmg evils, and the seriptural remedy.  The arguments in defence of
National Establishments of riligion, drawn from the example of the
lewish Churel; the right of civi] rulers to interfere with the rel gwa of
tieir subjects, from the example of Jewish and heathen kings ; tLe moral
obligation of Christians'to support a Naiional System of religion, from
the example of the Israclites paying tithes to the Levitical priesthood,
and Abrahamm giving a tithe of the spoils of war to Melchisedic, have
heen trivmphantly refuted by a host of taleat d writers, both of this and
former ages. Itis not, therefore, 1o our present purpese 1o enter upon
the scripture arzument in defence of establislunents. [t is assumed that
the Voluntary Principle alone has the sanction of Divine Authonty;
and the objcet of tl-e following remarks 1s to rescue this principle from
the perversion and misapplication to which it is gencrally subjecied.

It is gencral'y assumed as indisputable that the interest of religion,
and the law of Christ, require the maintenance of a class of men, trained
expressly for, and devoted solely to, the performaace of pastoral duties.
‘This fandamental error has given rise to the most unscriptural practices
and unprofitable disputations. From this error, the controversy origi-
nating in principle, has, in numberless instances, terminuted in a dispute
respecting the best means of obtaining this maintenance. Churchmen,
acting upon this assumption, in the want of Divine statute, resort to an
act af parliament, to supply this assumed deficicucy with a slate endow-
ment. In hke manner, Voluntares, in similar lack of Divine suthorty,
have recourse to * seat rents and collectons.” for which thic highes



