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totity.  Ttis impossible that the members of suchijvisiondry ravings of an overheated imnginalion.——-i s -
v society can have read seewity in their religions te-{{In this conclusion we ara justified by o reftection! ORIGINAL.

nents whilst the society itself disclaims infallible’ that only a few ages back, an infinity of the pheno- |
certeinty of theiv revedstion, or that ;¢ can rever- f:lmonn of nature appeared incomprehensible to rea-
«nee the sociely as divine, secing it distinguished * son which have been since explained, not to the de-
by no divine prerogative.  Whilst the founders of hight alone, but to the utility Offnnllkilld. Am‘ong l
human institutions employ all theiv wisdon, inge- ' other important discoveries nclucycd by‘thc darings [
nuity, and power to perfect and perpetuate them ; of reason, we may instance tl:o'm\‘cnuon -uf bal-.
surely the wisdom and po. er of Jesns Christ were ,foons, and the degree of pesfection to .\v\nch mo-

wot unemployed for the sure transmission ofhis doc- ‘-:deru wronauts have bmugflt l.hem, x‘\o.t\'.n(l@mudnfxg.
frines, and the perpetuation of s diving estab- !that Borelli demonstrated its impossibility madls—I
hilment. ‘sertation er professo in the year 1608, we can add.

Feom the same-
PRIVATI RECASON vinctve \UTHORIMY

Orall the faculties which a bountitul Creator has't

_1anted to man, there is none which has beenal-
trinately extolled and depreciated more than Rea-,
<on, while modern Infidele and most of modern’
\eligicnists attribute to it the most exorbitant em-

pive over all sciences, both human and divine ;
others dismayod at the consequences of such adec-

‘rine, run into the opposite extreme, and pretend
that reason is at all times a faithless guide, 2 glim

mering. treacherous light, which can only lead us {jton’s andthe Dos Cates way not yet be equalled, |
into the abyss, and that if we wish to find a secure

vefuge from uncerlainty, error and  despair,
we must cast ourselves blindly, and with full con-
fidence into the arms of Authority.
tween these two conflicting sentiments, what party
<hall we'join?  Must wesside with the Tnfidel and
insist that reason, reacon alone has a right to judge
- ol every thing—sole arbitress of truth-—that what-
ever is above reason is ageinst it—and that are-
vealed religion, no matter how divine in its institu-
tion, its doctrines and effects upon saciety, must
be rejected as absurd, because the mysteries it
tcaches are, and ought to be, incomprehiensible to
Reason?  Or shall we on the other hand with a
fiery zeal with science, strip reason of its just pre-
rogative ; deny that it can afford us any certitude
whatever, and finally conclude to abjure it us the
eaciny of religion, truth and social virtue 2 The
proverb says : No ! that there isa golden medium
where virtue and trath reside, and the Apostle
tells us that it is in being *“ wise unto sobriety,”
*¢Sapere ad sobriefatum.”  We shall therefore
give to reason and authority what respeetively be-:
tongs to them, without lessening or cxaggerating
the lawful rights, and just privileges of either. In
the fisst place then, when an opinion has not been,
revealed from on high, no matter by how many it
snay be professed and defended, if it does not ap-!
pear to you evident, you have an indisputable right;
19 subject it to the ordeal of a new - xamination—!
1o adopt, reject, or doubt of it, according to the
« anviction of truth, or falsehood, ur vbscurity which
the nature of its proofs shall have left upon your

Placed be-

‘o this the accessions made {o natural science by:
'the inventive genius of a Franklin, ond a Fulton.;
i Nar will gratitude for America and freedom suffer
us to forget Columbus, and his inflexible rashuess in
‘stretehing across an untravelled ocean. to scek in':
"defiance of authonty,a new and undiscovered world., .
“Nnture has not heon since altered—the human
:lmind has not lost any thing of its viger and neither
iythe jealousy of ancient Greece, nor the affected

!the hope, thatthe Zeno’s and Aristolle’s, the New-
~if not surpassed, such are, at least, the rights of
'private reason ; such the advantages it has coufer-
ired on mankind,  But sball we now become intox-
ijicated with its puwer?  Shall we assign itno limits
:;in itspride > Shall we forget that even the ocenn
in its immensity bas bounds which it respects, and
from which its swelling waves retire upon them-
selves, and {hat veason, afier having ranged with
frecdom the wide field of nature should not be con-
tent with this, nor dare to step beyond it, to search
.and scrutinize the unsearchable things of God?—
No : she has been given to man as his guide in the
'nalural order of things, she conducts him fo reli-
Igion for which she b . first prepared his mind—nor
docs she abandon him here—she points out the
truths which are not rapugnant. o her, nor to the
idea that we should form of the Divinity—she gives
testimony to the miraculous voice of God by which
they have been proclaimed, and the innumerable |
other motives of credibility onwhich they are sup- ;
ported—she shows us that our obedience to such 2!
Faith is Reason—and having donc this, her mis- !
sion isaccomplished. Nor be it ohjected thatall ,*
we have said in vindication of private reason, has
authority against it; Paschal, Bacon, Malebrauche,
Leibunitz, anp a host of others did nat think so—all
that we have advanced, has been nothing but the
faithful expression of the testimony- of these great
men. Infidels and heretics themselves, by not dis-
:cerning or aditting divine things, go just asmuch
against reason as they do against authority—she
herself warns them of her inadeguaty for -ihe exa-
mination of supernatural things, and conspites

Jfears of more recent debasers of reason can forbid |

!
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mind ; on such occusions take up the flambeau of 'l“'m‘ the Apostle to bid them beware, for that
reason—approach and investigate, if you can, the ,‘‘ the searcher of mmjesty will be overwhelmed
; nc.\'plorcdpsecrcts of its bosmm—here )disscnt i"rgm with glory.” Ina “'01:)‘1’ that wo are inndcbted to
<l opinions, isno vice; weakness and limidity,"her for what twe Anow, und to authority for what we
n virtue—the aberrations of former philosophers :bcliwc 5 whether tho object of hat belief be human
oaly 3 salutary restraint—a mark to point cut the [lor divine truth: ¢ Quod scimus dgbemus Rationi

pracipice and to cautionus to beware not 1o take |/quod eredimus Auctoritati”” 'St. Augustine.
the demonstrations of reason and conviction sor the ' H.
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RELIGIOUS SWINDLING.
coxcLthrn.

We have shewn in Fngland the origin and pro
gress of that vile, hypoeritical, swindling speculs
tons the Bible Suctety; a thing imagined purely on
the trade, or mercantile principle; and reared andd
-esting an the broadest basis of protestaintism. I
soon proved u mine of wealth to its contrivers amt
their retainers; who had thus wilily enlisted on it~
side all the ignorant prejudices and anti-catholi
zeul of protestant sectarianismy together with the
vanity ofall the seli*deeming, and the would-be
deemed, godly and charitable of our race.

The profitable nature. of this mammonic del:
sion was soon spied abroad, as at home; and unt
versally huiled. as a new and overflowing  soure
of gain, by our reformed and reforming gospeller«
of every east; whose only object, atter all, is b
to sccure to themselves, thoir wives and families, o
genteel and casy temporal living: for they are’evi
dently of those who, as St. Peter says, legving the
right way, have gone Gstray: followiug the way ef
Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of
iniquity. 2. Pet.2. These all over our colonice.
east and west; and in the United States of Ameri
ca, where so many kindred spirits abound; have:
industriously spread, and carried oh with wnusunl
Iy joint accord; among their blind and bigotted
dupes, this money-making Bible traffic, to such an
extent, and with such success, as, according tn
their own statements, to have realised cash  suffi-
cicnt to have mare than cancclied thair nationa!
debt. And yet all these prodigious collections va-
nish quite, as soon as made; without producings
one single visible beneficial cftect, -or durable ad-
vaniage to the  combunity.  Nay, the prowlhing
hvdra that swallows all, is as hungry and clamor-
ous for more as ever.  The Bible-traflic alone can-
wot wminister to the monster’s cravings. And
thougt, 1o recommend its sale, the printed Bible is
procisimed all and sole suficing- and all other
word or wnting profane and inadmissible: yet
(besides other furnishing shifts to eram the raven-
ing monster's mavw, such as Sabbath-scheols, Re-
vivals, Camp-meetings, rag-bag and mite socie-
ties; and daily begging brother and sisterhoods.
all for what is called the Lord’s treasury;) the trace
peddling speculation is superadded. ‘to the Bible
one; and vagrant evangilism fo boot, with the
most glaring possible inconsistency.

Quo non mortalia pectora-cogis auri sacre fe
mes? ’ : ’

So that the whole Brolestant systera las ended
at last in @ printer’s Bubble; o tract and  bible-ped-
dling apostleship; and a paper reformation !1!

Nolearning e this new religious system; no in-
struction whatéveris required, but just as much.as
fiay enable one (o scad. | All knowledge -of -tne
past, preseiit and future, derivable-from our. fellov:
creatures, and-the testimony*afman; is utterly -
carded; a< fallible and fallacious. * The Bibe olone.

.



