ANCIENT WORK.
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ANWOIENT V7ORE.

Bro. Wm. R. Singleton, Grand
Scorotery of the Grand Lodge of the
Distriot of Columbia, in his report
on correspondence for 1888, says:—

*“We give our Pennsylvania breth-
ron the credit of retsining their Der-
mott Ritual longer then any other
body on this continent. The other
lodges which derived thsir Masonry
from that off-shoot in 1750, abandon-
ed their rituals and acospted the Pres-
{onian, and subsequently the Webb,
and lestly Cross work, which has gen-
crally prevailed since Jeremy L.
Cross, in 1817, was appointed the
Grand Leoturer of the General Grand
Chapter of the United States, and
gnbsequently spent many years in
travelling over these States and dis-
cominated his work in all branches
of Measonry wherever he went. The
uniformity with which this work was
cdopted at thet time showed the
valae of it. The diversity since then
grows out of the distinot ideas of the
Stote Leoturers, Any one who will
consider this subjeot philosophically,
will readily discover the key to the
whole matter.

«“Now, as to ritualism, it is well-
known that in the Grand Lodge of
Engle=d, sutil about 1780, there was
o distinotive ritusl, The initiation
ef a candidate was a very simple
mattor, and the Fellow Craft and
Tiagter’s degrees were given only in
ths Grand Liodge. We may clearly
cco that until the rival establishment
af Lawrence-Dermott commenced its
apward course by the introdaction of
fimprovements,” the conservative
cloment in the old establishment pre-
vented any ‘innovations,” but after
Dunkerley had seen what was the at-
trootion in the lodges of the ancients,
he sncceeded in the introdnotion of
improvements into his own body of
1lesons.

#We have traced the gradual in-
‘orense of rituelism from this day
down to the commencement of this
eontary, or to about 1797, when

‘Webb visited Boston and Hartford,
in the interests of Oapitular Masonry.
Aiter that he published his ‘Monitor,’
and from thot day to this the history
of the lecturea and work of all the
degrees, from Entered Apprentico to
Royal Areh, is well knewn.”

IIASONIO ITERIS.

The TLotus was the Lily of the
Nile ard the Rose of Egypt, on it
Osiris delighted to float mysteriously
a8 the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters at creation, It
was the Couch of Homer, Juno and
Jupiter; the horses of Achilles re-
galed on it; it symbolized the resi-
dence of the Gods, and was saved to
Ogsiris and Isis. The Lethe of Para.
dise. Hindoostan wes its birth place.

It now seems that the Hon. Miss
St. Leger was not the only woman
who had witnessed the mysteries of
the Craft. The Newocastle, England,
Courant, of January 4, 1770, informs
the public that a Mrs. Bell, the land-
lady of & tavern were a lodge met,
sbroke open a door with a poker,”
“got into an adjacent room, meade two
holes throngh the wall, and by that
stratagem discovered the secrets of
Freemasonry.”

Our brethren of Pennsylvania are move
ing steadily forward in their determination
to esteblish a Masonic Home. A charter
hes been obtained and officers eleoted to
serve until the annual meeting, which will
be held on St. John's Day, June 24th., The
spirit evinced in the enterprise thus far be-
speaks for it a triumphant success, and the
MMasons of Pennsylvania will soon point
with pride to their Masonic Home, as they
do to their Masonic Temple, as being the
finest in the world.

Bro. T. L. Jefferson, President of
the Masonic Widows’ and Orphans’
Home, of Louisville, Ky., whose
death we lately noted, did not forget
his Masonic bodies in his last will,
for, he left $1,000 to his Lodge (Ex-
celsior, No. 258), and $5.000 to tho

Masonic Homs, over which he had -

for a number of yeers presided. He
also provided for the erection of a
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