
.FACTORS OF MÀ>SONIG POWER.

YPAOTORS 0F MiABONIC POWER~.
From its remote enigin Masonry

.ba.d its 1 ?iotical or inaterial and its
moral or spiritual side. Whou the
age cf constitutional governmente
'and cf rapid advances in -ivilization
ourred, and men could enbmit their

rights te the protection cf the Iaw
~vitli eafety, the moeral aspect cf Ma-
sonry began te shine eut more con-
,spiuoiielily; the primitive restriction
of membership to the Crafb was re.
Iaxed; the worthy cf whatever cocu
pation, or even cf noue, were received
into the Fraternity, and Manonry, as
au inst itution, paseed, at first siowly,
but seon with great rapidity, froni an
eperative te a speculative charactor,
having for its objeot the inculcation
of moral ideas and the teaching cf in-
dlustry, houer and probity by means
of solemn charges and cf embleme
drawn freni the working tools and in.
aBtrumentalities cf the Craft. It aise
raetermine',, 'with the true spirit cf
ancient chiva.lry, te champion the
cause cf the peor and unfortunate, te
zee that none cf its muembers whomn
adversity miglit overtake abould suifer,
te, defend each other's repdtatien
when wrcngfully assailed, te mutu.Ily
nid iu the building up cf character,
and to have ail lier altars and b aunere,
pilLta and spires inscnibed with the
oe heaven-descended wb)rd, Ohanity;
which word etood fer the presumed
unselfishnesq cf every true Masen and
thxe eseential and inalienable charac-
teristic cf the rirateruity.

In the eanlier periodea cf the histery
of the institution cf Speculative Ma-
isonry the inculcation cf certain fun-
damental. priniciples cf menais 4 aught

bya peculiar symboiem, borrowed
frem the traditions, werking-tecls and
implemente of, Operative Masenry,
vas a incat honorable and usefril
oharacteristic cf the Fraternity. This
feature cf Masonry made it, te those
y7ho were admitted te ite privilegee1
ana benefits, a liglit shinirng iu the
nidist cf darkness.

The peried cf which we sipeak ante-
dated the tume when menais as a

basis of human charaoter liad been
reduced te a science, when it wr. s
taught in the scools, and ite prin éi
pies, through the agency of the pririi
in- press ana doniestio instruction
aud training, hiad become generally
diffused. if this feature of the Fra-
ternity presents at the present day
the appearance cf the inculcation of
eiem-entary principlea alreaidy well
understood, the fact muet be attri-
bitted to the great advance which the
woiid has made in general intelligence,
and aiong ail the lines cf a higlier
civilizatien. The candid mind wil
re'vert te the time when Masorry, by
inculcating in ite adheror.lti. Ind in-
sietmng upon certurn principles of
morale as the basis of the Masonic
character, was kindling a liglit in the
midet cf comparative glom; a time
when eaoh man, te a greater or lese
degree, framed his own code of
morale-wlien miglit was a stronger
law thon right, and individnaiity,
with ite acceesories of selfielinese,
rapine and plunder was the raie,
rather than the fraternity and inter-
dependence of man. It je to the iaFt-
ing honer and credit of M~asonry that
at euch a time she presented te the
world an Institution wherein the fra-
ternity and equalfty cf men upon a
basis cf moral character wae asserted.
and suocessfully maintainied.

She undertook te demonetrate that,
man couid an& aboula be just and
true te hie brother; that hoe aboula
hlp him ini advorsity ana comfort
him in sorrow' and trial; that. the
famiy cf a brother aboula be as
sacred to him as his own domeetie
hearth; that he weuld respect hie per-
sonal, rights as ho* demanded that his
own aboula 4pa respected, and that bis
riglits cf property should net be in-
fringed upon to the emallest appre-
ciable, amount. Such principies as
these do net becme superannuated
uer depreciate in value se long, as a
lavriese individuaiity is .pressing for a
place, and selfishness is straggling
for the control of the humain heait.
Although these priuipetj mnuy sieen
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