
FARMING

woman risk ber haipimess and self.
respect by adopting underhand Emeans
to secure the desired object, or con-
ceahing purchases fron her husband.
Butter stand a few harsh word, than
ta destroy ail chance of trust betweei
you. After al, each faily must
arrange these things accordmg to its
own circunstances, and, while il may
not be always possibLe for the wIfe to
carry her own purse, there cai always
b a good understandng, So that she
need not feel like a lieggar when
called ipon to ask for money.
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MIXED FARMING.
F nl S nT I'h,. Eurford, Ontî

Mixed farming cannvat bc advcated
undur ail cirLunstaices. It depends
u[poi certain Conditiins. It depeuîl
upon ithe quality of the soil, the dis-
tanLe froi market, the demanids uf the
market, and upon the capital of the
farner i (luestioi.

If a frîier's laids are fl.t and low,
it may pa> hii best to go eU.teisively
Ento stock rusiig and dair> mEg, as It
would lie implossible ta rase the ordi-
nary kinds of grain and %egetables
which generali) relquire i wairmer and
dryer soit. I haie soimetimsu seEl
farmîîers year alter 3r.ar atteîinpt tu gruw
oats and sometimes otier knds uf
grain on Neri lo fields, and pur-
haps they sucteud onc >caîr in fue if it
lEappenis ta ie a particulari dry
seasoi. Tlese fields slould be
draimied if possible, but, if n>t, iL Is a
great waste of time ta be plowing and
culhivating and reapmig )tear after year
and gettmîg .ery littie liure tlai thie
seed back. It should be reniilebered
that it takes just as mucih work to get
five busheis ta the acre on such land
as forty bushiels oi gud land , and
perhaps more, because where thi grain
does not grow the weeds wili. Such
land is butter to be kept seeded down
and used for pasture or hay, and there
will not only be a largur return, but
less trouble and expense.

Again, a man may live near a city,
and, if his soit is suitable, hc nay withl
advantage go mto market gardeing or
soie special line that meets with ready
sale, and keep bis land fertîlized with
maniures fromt the city. Of course, It
depends on the size of the town hîow
many cai do this, because when we
get down to gardening, land well mai-
ired may bu made to produce great
quantities of food, and overproductiuon
in any liEre wii soon bring the price
down below a payng basis.

It is said qhat mii France and Hol-
land a farmer living un two acres of
land not only produces enough for
himsell and family, bu'. has something
ta lay by for old age. This may seem
lhke gettong things down file, but it
shows what cai be donc, and if a
man's capital is small he cani invest in
a small farin and if lie works it well lie
will have no trouble in keeping him-
self busy. But in this cnunry land is
plentiful and not very high in price
and in most cases It probably pays us
better to work a fair-sîted farni, even
though we rent il, rather than buy too
small a one.

Wuîn the exceptions already referred
to, farmers should as a prnnciple either
ail go nto special branches of farmng
or ail go Ento mixed farmng. And
under circumstances under which the
great majorty of farmers find them-

selves, a systen of iixed farming lias
very ducided adantages over special
lines. It is often advanced as an ar.
guEmlent that a mian going into a special
branch can becoie more proficient
than one iaving a numîber of things ta
look after. This may be true to a cer-
tan exteint, but farmers as a class are
at least as intelligent as lien ii other
kinds of Lusiess, and a mrian who lias
the eleients of success in ii for a
special branch is lkely, w ith the extra
advantages lie wili obtain, to mîîake a
greater success of mixed faring, pro-
viding lie make a proper study of it. A
man will not make a success i any
busiess or protession uiless lie make
a study of it.

The advantages of mixed farmning
are mainy. It is a wei-known botamical
fact that any certamn kuid of plant or
grain requires food fromt the soit, and
that different kinds of plants use to a
large extent different elements of food
for their nourishnctit. l herefore it
wîil c g..y b çen that if only one
kid of crop be grown ivr : minber
af years the soil will become iiiipover-
isled, ai least for that particular crop,
while the cheincails that might be fur.
nshin food for other crops will be
going to waste. l.or instance, while
with a good coat oi nianure we imight
scarcely be able ta get two good crops
of wheat grown consecutively, )et by
followng wheat with two or thrce other
kîîds at grain and a crp of clover, we
cai grow a second crop of whbeat and
so on for a nunber of )ears.

During the iterval betweei the two
crops of wiheat the land was being re-
plemisied with fresh food naterial.
I bis is done partly by the rans dis-
suving tie amniona and other gases
froni hie air and washing then down
into the earth, and partly by the at.tioni
of plants, particularly the clover in
drawing, baoth fron thie atir by ncans of
its ,leaves and fron the subsoil by
Imîeans of its long root and strînng nîear
the surface. For this reason clover is
a very valuable crop to grow. It not
only yields a good return in the shape
of fodder, but leaves a large surplus of
food suitable for other crops in ils
roots which can be plowed as soon as
the crop is off.

It is liard to fix any hard and fast
rule in regard to the proper rotation of
crops. It is desirable ta grow wleat
iminediately ater clover, but it is
sometîmes difficult to get a catch of
clover on a sprung crop on accounît of
thie ground bing too dry on top to
sprout the seed, while by sowing on
wheat carly ii the spring the catch is
generailly good. Therefore, as clover is-
generally recognized as one of the best
of fertilzers and almost an essential to
successful farming, we may have to
arrange the rotation differently from
what we would lîke. Neither is the
same rotation always possible, because
we caniot always grow the same num-
ber of acres of one commodity that we
do of aniother. While it is well to
have as large a variety as possible we
have ta watch the demandsof the mar-
ket and grow those which will meet
wivth the most ready sale and bring in
the largest margtn of profit.

Somte of the coarser grains and root
crops, such as turnips and mangolds,
can bu fed on the place, as a reasonable
number of beef cattle, dairy cattle,
sheep and hogs can generally be
handled witl advantage. In fact it is
necessary to keep enough stock on

hand to work the hay and straw into
inanure because if these were sold the
farin would soon becone impoverish-
cd. There is ailso a large amount of
pasture and grain left on tie fields
alter haying and harvest which unlless
gathered by the stock would otherwise
be lost. If we raise the caittle and the
feed why should we not sell the fin-
ished product ourselves rallier than
shil) store caille and then ship the
grain, roots and hay after theim, as is
very often done. There would be a
great econlomlly Ii thie cost of freiglitage
as well as in keepiing the manîure on
the place if thee cattle were fed at
homte. The most suitable ones mîiglht
bu selected for dairy purposes and the
rest after bemng properly fattened could
thei be shipped at very little expense
coînpared with both caille and feed.
Tiere is, perhaps, a more uniforni
market for dairy produce than for bieef,
but lin the case of the former it is but
ter to have the milk sent tu clieese
factories or creaneries, if there are anîy
near, on account of the better facilities
for na,.d!2.s, and the hikeliliood of
gettmig a more uniforin arti-le En grade
and color.

The keeping of poultry is also an
important factor oun a well-conîductud
farni. l'o get the best results poultry,
lhke everythmiig else, require consider-
able attention, but the eggs nihich they
wiil produce in return vdl make a
material increase in the fainer's in-
couie as well as an additional dlicacy
for lis own table. Poultry slould not
be left enîîrely to thicîr own resources
in regard to food. They are good
workers, and will sec that nothing suit
able to tlheir nîeed gous tu waste arouid
them, tleruby lessening the coat of
their maintenance.

Bee keeping requires a great deal of
study ta know how to handle the becs
and keep theni in good condition, but
if one lias Lime to keep a watch on
them durinîg the swarning period this
branch may very well be added.
Althougli tiere is some expense about
the hives the honey itself costs ab
solutely nothing, as it is gathered fron
the crops which are grown by the
fariner, and instead of detracting fromt
the value of the crops bees are of
great value in fertilizing plants. This
is particularly noticeable in the case of
fruit trues. Soimetimes the blossoms
of one tree are all of one sex, and to
produce fruit these must be fertilized
by the pollen from those of another
truc. If both kinds are on the saie
true the wind may do a great deal to-
wards carrying the pollen, but when

•on different anes it depends almost
entirely upun the work of the bees and
iiîsects.

Now while it is advisable to grow
crops in rotation it is also advisable to
have the farni divided up into fields
and grow ail the varieties in the sanie
year. This will keep the farmer con-
stantly in seed and give hin ail the
food necessary for his stock as well as
for his family. IL may also save him
frum financial embarrassment which
night occur through the failure of thc
one crop upon which he was depend-
ing. The same argument holds good
in going exclusively into the feeding of
stock. If we buy all the feed and C e
price of stock goes below a certain
figure we may be heavy losers, and a
good many farmers are not in a posi-
tion to meet with a reverse of this
kind, although the average year may

bring in a fair profit. A mian would
ai least need to have a larger capital
so as to bu prepared for such an cner-
gency. And if any particular branch
of farming pays well enough for a man
to go exclusively into that branch it
only proves that farniers as a class have
not kept theireyesopen to the demands
of the iiarket or they would have kept
the balance by each one extending a
little more into that branch.

Another thing deservin), attention is
that, in mixed fariiiing, one cai work
aliiiost the whole year doing one thing
at a tiume and ai the proper tinie and
without being particularly overcrowded.
This is quite iiportant, as you cain hire
the necessary staff of men for the en-
tire season at season's wages instead
ofgetting a number of men for a few
day s ah a Lime and paying high wages.
Somîetimies it is impossible to get extra
men in a busy time. Or, in the case
of dairy cattle being too mucli in evi-
dence, it mîîiglht require a number of
men to get tie feedirg and milking
donc ai the proper time while they
would have very little to do the rest of
the da). This would, of course, be
the case more in summer than in
winter.

In going iito a specia! Lranc thiere
is also the cost of ianai.g and
freightage to 'ue considered. If we do
not raise every thing necessary to our
business we mîust buy fromt others, and
the added cost is soietines conisider-
able. Every time any article or com
miodity is landled somebody expects
to make a proft, and if it is handled
two or three times it increases the
price 'ery fast. For instance, if one
man sells to another and makes a cer-
tain profit the second man not only
wants a percentage of profit on the
first cost of the article but also on the
first ian's profit, thereby compound.
ing the price the sanie as in compound
interest. This point is particularly
noticeable in the case of dutiable
goods, where sometimes 30 or 40 per
cent. is charged, and then you pay the
importer his profit on the duty as well
as on the invoice price. Ii mixed
farming speculation is reduced to a
minimum. We have several strings to
our bow. If one thing fails we have a
nuimblier of others to fall hack upon.
T' ere are no obligations to meet
v ich can not be calculated pretty ac-
carately at the beginning of the year.

A farmer can keep a good table at
less cost than anyone else. He can
keep an orchard with ail kinds of fruit,
a garden with all kinds of vegetables,
in fact anything that can be growni he
may have it fresh at his own door and
at the actual cost of production. The
farmer's occupaonl, although it con.
tains a good deal of liard work and
some drawba:ks, is generally free and
healthful and perhaps the most inde-
pendent of any. There is no machine
work such as is generally found in a
shop whiere the operators have to do
one thing all the time. The work is
constantly changing, making it more
interesting and less tiresome. Situa-
tions are constantly varying, giving
plenty of scope for study and judg-
ment as to the best method to be used
in each particular case.

These things are important because,
while we are ail after money and want
to make it as fast as we can, we do not
want to leave ail our enjoyment until
the last ten years oi life, but have some
of the good things as we go along.
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