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our Common Schuuls, and msing through the successive atages of
High School, Colleginto Institute and Umversity College, what
moro can be needed or desived save the topstune of a single State
University 1

As a theury nuthing could be finer , but in this intensely prac
tical age, men aro very shy of theories which will not bear the test
of experiment and matter of fact. They do not ask, Is your sys-
tem symmetrical # but, Will 1t imeet the needs of the people to the
Inrgest extent aud in the best way? J¥hen has it done this?
Wihere has it done it?  There is but one country—Franco—where
tho oxperiment hns been tried, and there the results have been so
disastrous that there is a loud outery for a return to the old system
of several independent Universities instead of one cuntrolled by
the State. It is easy to say that one State University, richly en.

owed, would bo fur better than soveral independent institutions
coferring dogrees ; but I wistake tho drift of sentiment among
the people of this Pruvince if they will consent to abandoun the real
and solid advantages of competing Universities, in dufferent local-
ities, for the very doubtful advantage of having the appliances of
higher education centralized in one huge corporation in the city of
Toronto.”

* * * * *

‘‘ Immense revenues are supposed. by some to be indispensable to
the existence of a great Univeraity.  This idea is not mercly delu-
sive—it is positively vicious. It is admitting into the sacred realm
of higher educatim the fallacy which is the curse of modern
socicty, that everything should be measured by a money value. If
th& assumption 13 worth anything, 1t should be sustamed by facts,
and its advocates should be prepared to show that richly endowed
Colleges have uniformly contributed in large measure to the intel.
lectual development of the race, and that institutions but poorly
endowed have as umformly failed. But can tlis be shown? Nay;
does not the very reverse, as a rule, hold true 7 The most richly
endowed Colleges on this contiuent to-day are not those that arc
doing the best work, or the most. In the matter of revenues
however, extremes do the mischief. A University cxcessively
endowed becomes luxurious, ind.lent and careless ; a University
msufbciently endowed 15 tov puor to provids the necessary tovls
But scholarship, which has often triumphed over poverty, ha;
rarely or never been known to trinmph over luxury  Endow-
ments may be made to auswer a good purpuse, but vast endow iments
are by no meaus nccessary tv success. Given fairly commodious
(not costly) buildings, well adupted for their purpose, good scientific
appliances, and enough revenue to pay a fair salary to competent
Professors, and all elso that is needed t¢ makoa University a
power in the land is—braius.

Another grcund ou which Confederation is urged is, that the
association of stadents from a1l parts of the country, and from all
Colleges, would have a heneficial effect upon their intellectual
development. I am not sosure of that.  Assuciate young men to a
moderate extent, under geod nfluences, and they becume courte-
ous and mutually helpful ; assaciate them w masses, and they be.
come a mob, with all » mob’s ficklencss, many of its vices, and
more than its average passions. God's vrder is to set men n
Jamilies, and no gooa end 18 gained by associating them in herds
Put a thousand young men into threo Colleges, widely apart, and
the cffect upon both mind and morals will bo vastly better than if
yuu cruwd the whole thousand into one Cullege.  Let it be remein
bored, murevser, that of thus Cunsederation schewme ubtains, the
asso.sation of all these younyg men mast be among the excitements,
the temptations, the vices, of a great city. I coniess that at one
time I wasin favor of remaving Victori. Uriicrsity to Torunto, as
tho centre of business activity and publiclife of the Province, bus

the lvuger I reflect upon the subject the less disposed do I feel to
maimntain that preforence, If there is ono period in the life of a
young man when, moro than in any uther, he should be in the
midst of quiet surroundiugs, and as freo as possiblo from distrac-
tiun and excitement, it is precisely during the years devoted to Col-
lege work. And it may be well for the fathers and mothors of this
Provinco to cunsmder whether, for the sake of establishing an edu-
cational monopuly in Torunto, they are prepared to exposo their
suns to the dangers and temptations inseparable from life in a large
city."”
* * * * ut

* Touching unity of degress, a fow words may be said. It is
confidently assumed by many that the degrees of a single State
University would posscas a far higher relative value than those of
any one ¢f several compoting Universities could possibly possesa.
But what is it that gives value to a degreo? Is it the wealth of
the Tuiversity conferring it? Byno means.  Is it the numbor of
Professors and the amplitude of educational applinnces?  Not at
all, Isit even the distinguished ability of the Professors constitut-
ing the Faculty? Scarcely that. Undoubtedly the honorable
history and vencrable traditions of some of the Univorsities of
Europe give a certain value, in popular estimation, to their
degrers, so that a pass graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, though a
veritable dolt, will be regarded by the multitude as a highly edu-
cated man ; but in this land, where our Universities are yet too
young to have any venerablo traditions, the value of a degree will
depend chiefiy upon the standard maintained by the University,
tho comprehensivencas of the curriculim, and the known thorough-
ness alike of the class-rvom drill and the final examinations. And
all this will be more certainly sccured by several competing Uni-
versities, whose very existence will depend upon the thoroughness
of their work, than by a single institution, whoseaim is to produce &
few brilliant specialists rather than a high average of genoral
scholarship. To quote again from Dr. Playfair :—

«¢ Any one University inay casily raise a fancy standard, and, sup-
ported by public funds in the shape of scholarships, exhibuions,
and gold medals, make its graduates double-buttoned instead of
single-buttoned mandarins, and yet fail in its naturil purpose.
For the ubject of a Cuiversity is not merely to have an honor list,
but alsu to prumote efficient study amoug many, as proved by their
attaining degrees on fair and reasonable, though adequate, condi-
tions. Unless 1t does that, the geuneral higher education of the
country 18 sacnficed to the glory of a few aelect graduates.”

Prize Competition,
ARITHMETICAL PROBLEMS.

YOR CANAPDA SCHOOL JOURNAL COMPETITION PRIZES—FOURTH CLASS
DY SNYE.

1. Express the sum of tho sum and difference of MDCCXL and

IXCDXXIX in Roman numerals

2. The quotient=3 times the remainder=1728, and the divisor
=the difference between remainder and quotient.  Find the divi-
dend.

8. (a) How many 100 acre farms in a section of land a mile and
a quarter square 2 (b) How many ditto in a scction 1 mile 280
rods one way, and 320 rods the other way? (c) Givo the length
and breadth of a farm of each section in rods, -

4. A boy trundles a hoop from Seaforth to Clinton, a distance of
74 nules. " If i guing wver 33 feet the hoop turns round 6 times,
liow often dues the hoop turn round ¥

5. A prisoner escaped from Kingaton penetentiary and travelled
126 miles a day. Four days afterwards a detective starts after him
and goes exactly the snmne route at the rate of 210 miics a day.
How mauy days will the prisuner havo been at liberty when he is

caught?




