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T HE following,collectedfrom manysources, are by no means all the
common errors met with in speech;
but there are quite enough to put
you on your guard. Wh.en people
set about murdering the English
language, they usually begin with the
small words: thus we find a great
many errors arising from the wrong
use of pronouns.

" You are stronger than her," says
Mary, "and she is taller than me."
Here are two common errors in one
sentence-er should be she, and -me
should be I. "This is a secret,"
,says Alice, " between you and L"
Wrong, Alice; you should say " be-
tween you and me."

" Eliza wnt with Kate and i."
Here, again Ishould be me. " Was
it her who called me?" Her should
be sIte.

" It is me who am to blame." Me
should be Z. In "let each of you
mind their own business," the their
should be his or ler.

Who and which are often confused.
Long ago both words used to be em-
ployed to stand for persons ; but
nowadays who is used when speaking
of persofs, and whic/t when alluding
to things. Thus, " the lady which I
spoke to " ought to be " the lady to
-wliom I spoke."' " Who do you think
I saw to-day?" is a phrase often
heard. WIto should be wlom, " Wo
do you mean ?" Say " Whtom do you
mean ?" Many of our errors arise
(rom attaching wrong meanings to
-vords.

Reverend and reverent are very dif.
ferent words, but they are often con-
fused. Reverend is the subjective
word, describing the feeling within a

man as its subject ; reverent is the
objective word, describing the feeling
with which a man is regarded-of
which he is the object.

The words lie and lay are often
wrongly used. The first is a neuter
verb-" a vessel lies in the harbour."
The other is an active transitivc verb
-" a hen lays an egg." It is decid-
edly bad grammar, then, to say, "My
cousin lays ill of a fever "; " The
books were laying on the table";
" The boat was laying outside the
bar."

Another common error in regard to
the meanings of words is found in
such sentences as : " Lena walked
down the centre of the street," and
" the stream ran down the centre of
the town." Both Lena's walking and
the stream running are impossible
performances, for a centre is a point.

Some people fail to distinguish
between quantity and number, and
say, " There was a quantity of people
present," instead of, " There were a
number." Thackeray and Sir Walter
Scott have both fallen into this error.
In connection with numbers, one
frequently hears the Iwo first used
when it ought to be theflrst two. It
is by no means a matter of indiffer-
ence which you say. The girls at
the top of two different classes would
be the two first girls. The first and
second girls of the same class would
be the first two girls.

There are also errors connected
with superfluous words. "Open out
the parcel," is one of these. The
"out" is not needed. "Lead sinks
down in water." Down is superflu-
ous. " Equally as well." Omit the
as. "Whose are these here pins?"
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