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toy Panies thap the laws of the State of Washing-
ppal’ently afford.

In

i t i i 3 . .
I c()hls 1ssue of the Record we give a list of min-
thg um.l)anios incorporated for the purpose of do-
mete asm(‘ﬂs in British Columbia. It is as com-
Oup dis:sl We could make it with the short time at
“nmcesp(’“ﬂl and for the purpose we intended it it

Of t1.. .
how he Incorporated millions as shown in that list

mayy . . .
the Q‘m.“ thousands will ever find their way into
Wil N p1(’I)Yll(*11f of our mines 2 We fear the sum
g, 'Msignificant in proportion to  the totai
Tepresenting the capital of the companies.

ot 'hgre is enoueh capital represented in that list
tly :'OPDOP:ITM companies to make the mining in-
the Qy of British Columbia one of the “wonders of
Sent W But alas! it is only on paper at pre-
¥, “Ater on a large part of this eapitalization
bin ® Manipulated. not for the purpose of devel
‘D‘)se‘ OUr mineg, but for purely speculative pur
Myq O take money from the pockets of innoeent
hlers_ ors anq place it in the pockets of stock gam-

W
Qf)lne begin to think the saying of Abraham Lin-
Uot )r At “you can't fool the people all the time” is
arg €. It would seem that where mining stocks
ay 10nneerned the people will continue to be fooled
% as the carth lasts.

ot fals Seems to be inexplicable, when as a matter
Useq .~ P€Ople with the same ordinary care that is
%Ile “_th@l' matters of husiness may invest their
anll)ecul‘ V;’:th safety in mining enterprises. But {he
T ' B o I e bt

. re o : s r are concerned that

N Wil t .
t, take risks which otherwise they would
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3}@ the quty then of the government to protect

img Dte.as far as possible from being made vie-
his mania by designing men.

Ogp
T, aglmeﬂ in PBritish Columbia are all right.
ﬁapital ord a sufe and profitable investment for
DQQOUp‘ab Our mining men as a rule desire to act
j(‘:"e gpe]y and are against the fake schemes of
itx]lll a irclu]at?rs' They are in accord with this
2 Co um Saying that the mining industry of Brit-
Kamblel's bia must not be made the scapegoat of
and speculators.

ha
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en © been informcd that in some cases busi
I our mining districts are using money
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in mining speculations that ought to be employed
in paying their bills. If this is the case, we can
only say that it will lead to a loss of credit and ul-
timate disaster.

The first care of a merchant should be to seo
that his bills are met promptly and only when he is
in a perfectly safe position in this respeet should
money be taken for investment in mines. The lat-
ter are all very well in their way, but they are not
legal tender for goods bought or debts incurred.

The business men of the mining districts should
see to it that no such stain is allowed to rest on
the general credit of the country. If the accusa
tion is not true let it be plainly shown, and if there
are a few transgressors let them be frowned down.

Some complaint has been made that the Provine-
ial Government are withholding particulars of the
revenue being derived from the mining districts,
This information cannot long be withheld, because
it will appear in the returns of the Provincial Par-
liament. We do not then see that there is much
cause for the complaint. In fact we think that ‘ho
publication of revenue receipts by piecemeal would
tend to misleading impressions.

One thing, however, we may say that the Pro-
vincial Government, knowing as they must do the
amount of revenue being received from our mining
districts, should be prepared to spend liberally in
proportion to the amount cont “huted in opening
up trails, roads, etc., and otherwise developing our
mining regions.

This will be the safe course for them to pursus
not only in the interests of the country but in thei,
own interests, because they cannot shut their
to the fact that the rapidly increasing population
of the mining districts is destined to become in‘
the near future an important factor iy determining
how the province shall be governed, » "

yes

It is satisfactory to note that th,. present Govern-
ment at Ottawa are taking an interest in the wol-
fare of the Kootenay and othep mining districts
and that a commission of enquiry into the require-
ments of the country is to be appointed. The open-
ing up of the Lardeau-Duncan River, a new fran-
chise :.1(:t which will result in giving fair play to
our mining population, a betier postal service and
the creation of much needed ports of entiry are 2
few of the reforms about to be effected. )

We have in Mr. Bostock, our representative, an
ardent champion who by his zeal and untiring ac-
tivity has succeeded in stirring up this much de-



