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a1ies than the laws of the State of Washing
aPparent ly a fford.

i s issue of the Record we give a list of min-

ing blpanies incorporated for the purpose of do-

t s in Bitishî ( Columbia. If is a s comn
S-we could nake it with thle short lime at
Posal and for the purpose we inteinded it Hi

the incorporated millions as shown in th at list
the wlany thousands will ever finl tlhi wav into
ýVi lpmient of our mines ? We fear the sumiii

'fsignificant in proportion to lie tot al
it rep enfing the capital of lie companies.

f r ienough capital representedl in liat list

dutrporte coipanies to mkil{e the mining in-
of British Coluimbia one of the "wonders of

cý'î1rf11.1111 l'itiiiif i
rth." t s! s only on paper af pre-

ilî bter on a large part of this capitalization

9pii hianipilated, not for the purpose of devel

le liý r mines, but for purely speculative pimr-

es otake money from the potcts of innoc'it
e r and place it in the pockets of stock gamhi-

Web
0 egn to think; the saying of Abraham Lin-

ot hat "you can't fool the people all the timue" is
a . It would seem fhiat where mining stocks

1 eerned the people will continue to be fooled
as the earth lasts.

2t 'ems to be inexplienble, when as a matter
4 - opfle wilh the same ordinary care that ish other niaters of birness mna ivest their

' itlh safety in mining enterprises. But Ihe
%ßt ýP niuja is so si rong in the breasts of

thQ~ l Where gold and silver are concerned that
t, i take risks whihî otherwise they would

It
thý the duty then of the government to proteet

ain iOPie as far as possible from being inade viC-
tilis mnicifia by designing men.

1t lines in British Columbia are all riglt.
ta rd a safe and profitable investmnent for
4 Our ining men as a rule desire to aet

y and are against tli fake schemes of

qai eculators. Tley are in accord with this
Ssaying that the mining industry of Brit-

kt4 b must not be made the scapegoat of
es and speculiaiors.

ShaVe been informed that in sonie cases busi-
il Our mining districts are using money

in mining speculations that ought to be employed
in paying their bills. If this is the case, we can
only say that it will lead to a loss of credit and ul-
timiate disaster.

The first care of a merchant should be to see
thlat his bills are met promptly and only when lie is
in a perfectly safe position in this respect slould
money be taken for investnent in mines. The lat-
ter are all very well in their way, but they are not
legal tender for goods bouglit or debts incurred.

The business men of the niining districts slouîld
sec to it thiat no such stain is allowed to rest on
thef general credit of the country. If ftle cusa
tion is not true let it be plainly shiown, and if there
are a few transgressors let them be frowned down.

Some comîplaint has been made that the Provinc-
ial Government are withholding particulars of tli
revenue being derived from the mining districts.
This information cannot long be withheld, because
if will appear in the returns of the Provincial Par-
liament. We do not then see Ihat there is much
cause for the complaint. In fact we think that thi
publication of revenue receipts by piecemeai would
tend to misleading impressions.

One thing, however, we may say that the Pro-
vincial Government, knowing as they must do fle
amount of revenue being received from our iiining
districts, should be prepared to spend liberally il
proportion to the amount cont 'huted in opening
up trails, roads, etc., and otherwise developing our
mining regions.

This will be the safe course for them to pursui'
not only in the interests of the country but in their
own interests, because they cannot shut thewir eyes
tof the fact that the rapidly increasing pplation
of the mining districts is destinIed to b ee in
the near future an important factor in determini
how the province shall be governed.

If is satisfactory to note tlat th( present Govern-
ment at Ottawa are taking an interest inthe wel-
fare of the Kootenay and other mining districts
and that a commission of enquiry into the require-
ments of the countrv i to be appointed. The open-
ing up of ilie Lardeau-Duncan River, a new fran
chise act which will result in giving fair play to
our mining population, a betler postal service aud
the creatioi of imîucl needed ports of entry are a
few of the reforms about to be effected.

We have in Mr. Bostock, our representative, an
ardent champion who by his zeal and untiring ac-
tivity has succeeded in stirring up this much de-


