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this preîlmiinary examiiation, because we know
that the plaits obtait it enfirely from the soil.-
Thero tnust be iii Ile soil all the orgauuic ingre-
dients wIl ich ive find in the plants. and the plants
must derive all their inorganic matlerwhich they
contain frmn the soi]. Ilence, we inust find in
the acre of soil, afier lte crop is removed, 480 lbs.
]ess of inorganic malter than it cortained before
the plants were grown upon it. If titis acre be
cropped witli the sarme pla-t foraseries of lwenty
years, without aiy or±ganic malter being added,
there vill le removed 9,600 Ibs. Hence, lthe soil
will contaii 9,600 tbs. less of inorganic malter
than it did previous to the cropping; being ait
actual, Il ulîh gradual, decrease of 480 tIbs of in-
organie manier anunually. If we add, however,
480 lbs. aiiîinally tri the soit, then it is plain it
will not dhcrease, because we rettrn yearly the
amount takein away. But, in addinig iis inu'r-
ganic malter, we may not furnish the precise
ingredients to the soil wh'lich the plants have
withdrawn, since we have not determinted yet
what these ingredients are. Our next step is,
then, to determine accutately the composition of
this iior2aic mater. This w'ill give us the
amount of each iigredient rermoved. If we crop
Our soil for a series of yeais. and wish the crop-
ping not to impoverish or exhaust ils store of in-
organi conîstituents, and consequenily render it
less prodnttive we must add yearly that whilch
vill furnish it withl the anount of each inigredieit

removed. This can be doue, by addinlg in a
olub!e form. so as to be laken up by the plant,

the fertilizing materials which will restore the
exhanstion sufféietd. It is not iitended to convey
the idea, thai inorganie malter is more important
to the growth of a plant than organic, or vice
versa. The fact is, both are necessary, and may
be conîsidered equally important. The inorganic
matter is derived entîirely from the soif, whilst the
organic malter, so far as is known, is derivedi
both frorn the soi) and air. Therefore, the reason
why we add a givert quantitiy of each of the
ingrediens ai the inorganic bodies before referred
to, la the soil annally, is, that they are the bodies,
the aforesaid quantities of which are remaved by
a single crop: and we add thei simply for the
purpose of restorin« wlhat has been borrowed.
Hence, the in >rganie analysis of a plant is made
to throw light upon the proper mode of ils culti-
vation, whilst hIe proximate and ultimate organic
analysis is not made so much for this purpose, as
il is for arriving at ils nutritive properties, and

A>

lthe bodies vhih il mnay contain, applienble to
the arts and medicine, antid to give us a belter
idea of its physiology. ihat has been said of
maize, is merely to illustrate briely the piaclical
value of the antalysis of p'atts iii agriculture.

THE MONTHS-.MARCII.

stuirdy March, wi t %i row aiti sternty benli,
A id n mnit i fi)à',tr .y, ri)tel pi Iln a umrf;
Thie cnime ulneh, oivrif epnu r-wnm;

Y t i i luiiiil h l u il i I- alr.i te uit.

Aligt inl :a 0:1--, Ill Morts fo r l< yyimle.
Vhich un the enihl lie strewed as lie wet.

Among the ancients tis month vas regarded
as the commencenent of the year. The Romans
called it M.sacir, in honour of Mars, the God of
War, who wats consiiered the father of Romulus,
itheir immortal foundfler. The natural character-
isties of the monti - fierce and blu.,tering! *vin ds,
wvith alternate storm and sunshiie-are in these
northert latiucies, at least, in strik ing accordarice
with its Roman desigIa'ioni. It was called by
Our Saxon anicestors Klydmonauh, from Klyd,
meaning 'stormy ;' also Lenci-mona.!, or Leigth-
month, from the c-ircumstaice of the leigthîening
of the days at this period. After our ancestors
had embraced Christianity it vas nsually known
as the Lenct-aonal, indienting lte ancient prac-
tice of fasting-hence Our raîern term of Lent,

ST. Dvir's Day opens the montîh, comme-
morative of the Patron Saint of Wales, who
flourished at art early period of the Christian era,
and is said to have aitainlied the extraordinary age
of a hundred and forty yeais.

The arcient praclice of wearing the Leek on
this day has its origin and significancy inivolved
in sone obscurity. The probabirity, however, is
ihat the custom vas commemorative of some
signal victory achieved by the ancient Brilons
over thnir numerous anid piowerful eiemies.-
Welshmen, we are itiformed, wore leeks as their
eliosen ensigns after the great fight oi tht Black
Prince of Wales. Others suppose that the cus-
tom arose from the (ynthortha, tvlich was
somewhat aralagous to Our Caiiadian i Bce,"-
a neigh bourly way of rendering assistatce lo such
farmers as, from sickness or other causes, were
unable of themselves to perform Ie pressing
operations of agriculture ai their proper seasons.
The practice has been thus described :-" At an
appointed time they ail met to assist a sick or


