
10 THE INSTRUCTOR.

our peisecutors, and we are but two.-
<Fcar not, Godis withus, said Mahom-
med." His courage and presence of
mind saved himfroi capture and deatb;
for whecling the camel, upon which he
rode in a moment, he shouted Soraka
in a tremendous voice. Soraka's horse
startled, either by the hoise or at the
camel wheeling in bis path. stumbled
and fell and threw his rider, stunning
him with the fall. Soraka's supersti-
tion triumphed over his courage-he was
converted by the accident, which ho
doubtless believed was a prodigy, and
asked the Prophet's pardon, 'which was
readily, and you may be sure thankfully
granted. Mahommed met no further in-
terruption in his journey until ho reach.
ed the precincts of the city of Medina.

This event is the great epoch in Ma-
hommedan chronology. It is denonuii-
Sted the Hegira or flight; it occurrcd in
the year A. D. 622.

Thus we are brouglit to the fourth
period of the Prophet's history; to wit
the Hegira. le was met at a ehort dis-
tance from Medina by five hundred of
the inhabitonts, who hailed him withjoy
as their Prophet and Ring. Mounted
uipon a camel, shaded by a eanopy of
palm leaves, with a turban unfolded as
a standard. and surrounded by the bra-
vest of his followers, he made his public
entry into the city. Ris first actin Me-
dina was to build a inagazine. Next he
consummatecd his marriage with Aysha,
the daughter of the ftithful Abubekir, a
girl of nie years of age. His next act
was a master-stroke of policy-to wit,
the institution of the Armel Fraternity.
By the laws of this association a refuge
from Mecca was coupled with ar auxi-
liary of Medina, as brothers in arms.-
This kept peace among his followers,
-Who otherwise would have not only
ruincd Islamisni but themselves, with
their disputes about pre-eminence.

The leaders of the French revolution,.
who were disciplcs of Savery, and of
courýie .true Mu, sulnans (as %vas the
first Jiotiparlo) cepied Mahommiedin
th, and vcreL but tc.o succe sful. Tlus,
froni a fugitive, Malhonmmed becamnna

ion ch. le co mbinett in his own V-e.
son the civil and 'religious pbweri ho
wase:1dex of iis arwy, judgc pf i'eb-
gjg, e.ql 5pgf ehis flcek. , Mahoig,
being now ±rmnly establishecd mu powcr,

gave bis subjects the first prohibitory
liquor law, by legal enactment upon re-
cord, and a real stringent one it was.

We are almost tempted to think in
v:ew of this fact, that Neal Dow must
have partly copied Mahomme.d's in.
stitute, and called it " The Maine Li-
quor Law." We wish he had given
the whole of the Mahomriedan statute
uhabridged, and then we would have
had not only a prohibitory liquor lavr
but also a law against card playiug
and gaming of every kuid. Moham-
med was, perhaps, the gree st total
abstinance man that ever lived. He
bas made more total abstinance men
than any other; nay, more than all
others, ton thousand times told. This
was the best thing about him. l:
would have been well for Christian
rulers had they followed bis example
in this respect. It is impossible in a
short lecture to give anything like a
detailed account of Mahommed's wars
during the last ten years of his life;
that is, from bis settiement at Mediua.
Suffice it to say, that historians retk-.
on twenty seven expeditions, which
he personally commanded, nine of
which were regular pitched battles, in-
dependent of others conducted by bis,
generals. Thus, in "a few years by
the success of his arms, notwithstand-
ing he sometimes came off with the-
worst, he considerably raised his ore-
dit and power."

In the seventh year of the legira
ho besieged a colony of Arab Jews,.
who owneci a town and strong castle
in one of the Oases of the desert, ar.d
took the place after being several timres
repulsed. After the capture of the
lown an-I castle he took up his qur
ters at the hc use of Haretb, one of thr.

4*hief of the inhubitants. Zind, Hft-
reth's daughtcr, while p.repiring a
meni for thceconu -,' t.e revenga.
ed upoh him for the death of her bro-
ther, interted a quantity of 'poisonhr-
a shoulder of rnuttoî, whi'cl sfre sere.
ed up at, the to ble. Bflin~r tcompän.x
ion of Mahomned who:hd pattaken.
freely, <vas' seizea wi., çonvnisipP
and died on the spot. Mahomned


