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THE INSTRUCTOR.

our persecutors, and we are but two.—
«Fear not, God is withus, said Mahom-
med.” Hig courage and presence of
mind saved himirom capture and death;
for wheeling the camel, upon which he
rode in a moment, he shouted Soraka
in a tremendous veice. Soraka’s horse
startled, either Ly the hoise or at the
camel wheeling in his path, stumbled
and fell and threw his rider, stunning
him with the fall. Soraka's supersti-
tion triumphed over his courage—he was
converted by the accident, which he
doubtless believed was a prodigy, and
asked the Prophet’s pardon, which wus
readily, and you may he sure thankfully
granted. Mahommed met no farther in-
texruption in his journey until he reach-
ed the precincts of the city of Me<ina.

This event is the great cpoch in Ma-~

ommedan chronology. 1tis denomin-
ated the Hegira or flight; it occurredin
the year A. D, 622,

Thus we are brought to the fourth
period of the Prophet’s history; to wit
the Hegira. He wasmetat a rhort dis-
tance from Medina by five hundred of
the inhabitants, who hailed him with joy
as their Prophet and King. Mounted
upon & camel, shaded by & canopy of
palm leaves, with a turban unfolded as
a standard, and surrounded by the bra-
vest of his followers, be made his public
entry into the city. His firstactin Me-
dina was to build a magazine. Next he
consummated his marriage with Aysha,
the daughter of the ftithful Abubekir, a
girl of nime years of age. His nextact
was a master-stroke of policy—o wit,
tho institution of the drmed Fraternity,
By the Iaws of this association a refuge
from Mecea was coupled with ax auxi-
liary of Medina, as brothers in arms.—
This kept peace among his followers,
who etherwise would lave not only
ruincd Islamism but themsclves, with
their disputes about pre-eminence.

The leatlezs of the French revolution,.
who were disciples of Savery, and of
course . true Mu. sulmans (as was the
first Dongparre) capied Makomamed in
this, and wers but tcosucce sful, Thus,
trom a_fagitive,, Mahommed beoane o,
Monutch. | He combined in his owa per-
son the ¢ivil and religious powar; he
was Jygdex of bisarny, judgd of his peo-
ple, aud pasterof his fock. , Mahomiiied,
being now £rmly established in power,

gave his subjects the first prohibitory
Tiquor Jaw, by legal enactment upon ree
cord, and & real stringent one it was.
We are almost tempted to think in
view of this fact, thet Neal Dow must
have partly copied Mahommed’s in-
stitute, and called it « The Maine Li-
quor Law.” We wish he had given
the whole of the Mahommiedan statute’
uhabridged, and then we would havs
had not only a probibitory liquor law
but also a law agrinst card playing
and gaming of every kind. DMoham-
med was, perhaps, the greaiesi total
abstinance man that ever lived. e
bas made more totsl abstinance men
than any other; nay, more than all
others, ten thousand times told, ‘This
was the best thing sbout him. Iy
would have been well for Christian
rulers had they followed his example
in this respect. It is impossible in 8
ghort lecture to give anything like a
detailed account of Mahommed’s wars
during the last ten vears of his life;
that is, from his settlement at Mediuna.’
Suffice it to say, that historiansg reck-’
on twenty seven expeditions, which
he personally commanded, nine of
which were regular pitched battles, in-
dependent of others conducted by his,
generals. Thus, in “a few yeors by
the success of his arms, notwithstand-
ing he somelimes came off with the
worst, he cousiderably raised s ore-~
dit and power.” o
In the seventh year of the Hegira
he besieged a colony of Arab Jews,.
who owned a town ard strong castle
in one of the Qases of the desext, and
took the placeafter being several Limes
repulsed. After the capture of the
town and castle he took up his quoxe
ters at the hcuse of Haretb, one of the.
‘chief of the inhubitants. Zind, Ha-
reth’s daughter, while prep.ring a
meai for the congur ., 1n be revengs
ed upeh hum for the death of her brow
ther, Tgserted a guantity of polsonim
a shoulder of muttor, which ske serv-,
ed up ot the teble, Bibhpr, s comphns’
ion ot Mghommed who -had pmtaken.
freely, was' seize@ with. Gonvulsigns,
and died on the spot. Mahommed~



