"PREFATORY. *

E select this as one of the reprints of our OHro VALLEY

HisToRICAL SERIES, believing thatin it the Indian ¢ Cus-
©:} toms, Manners; Traditions, Theological Sentiments,
Mode of Wirfare, Military Tactics, Discipline, and
Encampment, Treatment of Prisoners, etc., are better explained
and more minutely related than has been heretofore done,” as the
author expresses himself in his title page. His vivid; pictures of
the vagrant, precarious lives of the Indians, little more than a
century ago, in the then. unbroken wilderness which has given
place to the prosperous State of Ohio, written without any
pretense to style or learn'}ng, bear every impress of truthfulness;
and as a faithful record of an eye-witness of their condition,
habits, etc., it deserves to be perpetuated. It has been several
times reprinted, with more or less accuracy, but all the editions
may now be classed among the scarce books.

James Smith was born in 1737, in Franklin county, Pennsyl-




